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competing.”  

    Competition took place on both Fri-
day and on Saturday. Because of 
scheduling conflicts between band and 
Quiz Bowl many of the MHS Varsity 
team members were unable to partici-
pate in both days of state competition. 

    The Manistee team did very well the 
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By: Greg Olsen 

     All three 
bands, in-
cluding the 
7th and 8th 
grade con-
cert bands 
and the 
High 
School 
Symphonic 
Orchestra, 
received 
one ratings 

first day, getting a bye for the first 
round, and sweeping up the second 
against Newaygo without a problem. 
However, the third round was against 
Dewitt, the team which won the whole 
competition last year. 

    This match put the MHS team in the 
loser bracket of the double-elimination 
tournament, where their next match 
was against Petoskey. It was a very 
close match, but unfortunately it re-
sulted in a loss for Manistee. “We were 
so close to winning the Petoskey 
match,” said Varsity member Corey 
Ernst , “Unfortunately the loss of half of 
our team really hurt us. We still did a 
really good job though.” 

    With quite a few of the Varsity Quiz 
Bowl members graduating this year, it 
will be up to next year to make it 
States’ for the fifth straight year in 
2010.    
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 By: Corey Ernst 

     Last weekend the Manistee High 
School Quiz Bowl left Manistee in pur-
suit of the state title once again. Out of 
the many schools in the state with 
Quiz Bowl teams, the MHS team 
placed in part of an 8-way tie for 9th 
place in the state.  

    This year’s undefeated record this 
season meant that the team would 
be able to go to States for the 4th 
year in a row. The farthest the team 
has made it so far has been up to 
the 9th place mark and this year was 
no exception, with yet another very 
strong finish to the Quiz Bowl sea-
son. 

    Varsity Quiz Bowl member, Alex 
Shaufele  feels that the team “did 
exceptionally well for such a small 
class B school, especially against 
the other schools with which we 

Manistee High School Manistee, MI http://mhs.honoredstudents.org/

from each of their adjudicators this 
past Friday and Saturday, and Manis-
tee High School. 

    The high school’s performance in-
cluded the same set list as preformed 
at District Festival, and included, Karl 
King’s, “Alamo March” Frank Tichelli’s 
“Loch Lomond,” and William Himes’, 
“Life Dances.”  

    Manistee Band Director, Cindy 
Swan-Eagan, noted that the high 
school’s performance had a certain 
energy to it that could be felt by both 
the audience and the members of the 
band. 

    The festival marked over eight 
straight years of the high school sym-
phonic band receiving straight one 
ratings- a small accomplishment com-
pared to Manistee’s rich tradition of 
musical excellence.  
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By: Zack Miller 

     Text messaging is 
becoming a dominating 
force in communication. 
Texting has become more 
popular than telephone 
calls in general. It’s al-
most become second 
nature to send text mes-
sages. Texting is a 
speedy form of communi-
cation which comes in 
handy. However, text 
messaging has its time 
and place. Unfortunately, 
people abuse text mes-
saging by sending text 
messages while driving. 

    Text messaging was 
first available as an up-
grade for phones in 1995. 
However, the feature was 
rarely used by phone 
owners. According to the 
Denver Post, “text mes-
saging has surged since 
2003. It was a prominent 
feature on television 
shows such as American 
Idol and Dancing with the 
Stars.” By 2005, texting 
has boomed by 71% 
since 2000.  

    Since its surge, texting 
has risen to a whole new 
level. People send texts 
virtually anywhere. Tex-
ting is used at work, at 
school, and other places. 
Often times, people try to 
send text messages while 
driving. Multi-tasking be-
hind the wheel is a very 

dangerous procedure, 
especially for teenagers.  

    Statistically, teenagers 
are the most accident 
prone due to a lack of 
experience behind the 
wheel. According to GMC 
Insurance Company 
spokesman Mark Heinz, 
teenagers are “4 times 
more likely to get into 
automobile accidents 
than any other age driver. 
That is the reason that 
teenager’s insurance 
rates are much more ex-
pensive” (Heinz). But 
what makes teenagers 

worse drivers than any-
body else? 

         Studies have shown 
that teenagers are more 
accident prone because 
they are more easily dis-
tracted behind the wheel 
and in general. Studies by 
MSN News show that 
“60% of teenage acci-
dents are due to being 
distracted while driving an 
automobile.” The same 
studies show that “76% of 
teenage drivers admit 
being distracted behind 
the wheel” (MSN News) 
This seems like an un-

usually large number of 
statistically “risky” drivers. 

    When it comes to driv-
ing, “distraction” is a very 
broad term. Being dis-
tracted can be relation to 
emotional state, multi-
tasking, or even health. 
Stanford Psychologist, 
James Michaels, “texting 
is particularly distracting 
to teens because it re-
quires both physical and 
mental attention.” Text 
messaging often triggers 
emotions which may be 
distracting to the driver 
and cause a loss of con-
centration. 

    Since 2005, the leading 
cause of teenage death 
has been fatal automobile 
accidents by a huge mar-
gin. In fact, teenagers 
make up 14% of people 
involved in fatal automo-
bile crashes. These are 

  

*Teenage drivers account for only 6.4% of the total 
drivers in the United States, but account for 14% of 
all drivers involved in fatal crashes and 18% of 
those involved in police-reported crashes. 

Continued on pg 3 
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parent. Not only were 
parents jarred by these 
figures, so were state 
representatives. Many 
states have begun enforc-
ing laws against texting 
while driving.  

    According to the High-
way Safety Organization, 
“Alaska, Arkansas, Cali-
fornia, Connecticut, Lou-
isiana, Minnesota, New 
Jersey, Utah, Virginia, 
and Washington have 
fully banned text messag-
ing while driving” (HSO). 
The ticket for text mes-
saging costs anywhere 
between $20.00 and 
$80.00 for the first of-
fense and nearly double 
for the second offense. 

    Also according to the 
DMV on their website, in 
the 10 states that en-
force texting and driving 
bans, teen accident 
rates have “declined at 
a rate of 20 crashes per 
day in each of the 10 
states, 7 of those being 
fatal” (DMV). Teenagers 
may not like the texting 
and driving laws, but 
they do work fairly well. 

It is projected that 
most states will fol-
low trend and pass 
bans on texting and 
driving into law by 
2011.  

    Text messaging 
is a modern conven-
ience. If you can 
recall the scare over 
driving while on the 
phone as 
well as sen-
ior citizens 
behind the 
wheel, 
you’ll know 
that eventu-
ally, some-
thing will be 
done to 
ensure 
safer roads. 
Text mes-
saging is 

simply the latest 
driving scare. 
Talking on the 
phone and driv-
ing simultane-
ously was helped 
with the invention 
of Bluetooth wire-
less headsets. 
What is next in 
the future of tex-
ting drivers? We 
can’t be fully 
sure. But, phone 
companies and 
auto makers con-
stantly come up 

with innovative technol-
ogy. Perhaps, they will 
come up with a different 
way to text message and 
drive. 

    Whether it’s important 
or not, texting has its 
place and time. The best 
way to ensure that roads 
stay safe is to simply 
warn the public of the 

dangers of text messag-
ing and driving. Public 
awareness is always a 
crucial part of solving 
problems. 

The graph shows 
teenage accident 
rates compared 
to those with 
more experience.  

*According 
to a recent 
study by 
AAA on 
teen texting 
while driv-
ing, nearly 
46% of 
teens, text 
while driv-
ing. 
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By: Zack Miller 

     Police were forced to 
control rioting crowds at 
Kent State University in 
Ohio as a “end of the 
school year” block party 
got out of control. Police 
used both pepper spray 
and rubber rounds to con-
trol rioters who were set-
ting everything nearby on 
fire. 

    Numerous videos are 
posted on Youtube show-
ing the riots that took 
place on Saturday night. 
One of these videos, click 
here, shows how out of 
hand things got on cam-
pus. According to one of 
the officers on the scene, 
the riot really sparked 
after the first protester 
was arrested. Everybody 
else joined in throwing 
things at the police. 

    Over 60 students were 

arrested for their partici-
pation in the riot. Many 
officers were injured due 
to attacks by rioters.  
Along with injured offi-
cers, there were many 
street signs destroyed by 
out of control students as 
well as hundreds of dol-
lars worth of furniture.  

    Much controversy is 
swarming around this riot. 
Many of the observers 
claim that the police used 
excessive force with the 
rioters when it wasn’t 
needed. Other witnesses 
claim that the rioters were 
relentless and continued 
to hurl items at the police 
officers and fire fighters 
well after the worst part of 
the riot. 

    Flash back to 1970 at 
Kent State University 
when National Guard 
Troops killed four stu-
dents who were protest-

ing the invasion of Cam-
bodia. The troops killed 
four and injured nine by 
using excessive force to 
disperse the protesters. It 
is still undetermined if 
police were excessively 
overpowering during this 

riot, but there will defi-
nitely be more information 
to come. 

 

 For the full story, go to 
http://www.msnbc.msn.co
m/id/30420034/  

The only released photos of the riot were 
taken by cell phone cameras. 

By: Greg Olsen 

     Mexico City was 
forced to evacuate thou-
sands of workers from 
their buildings, after a 5.6 

level earthquake struck a 
city near by. 

    Chilpancingo, a small 
town about one hundred 
and thirty miles away 
from the Mexican capitol, 

was hit initially by the 
seismic disturbance. 
This is just another 
disaster plaguing the 
already struggling 
country, including 
one hundred and 
thirty-nine deaths due 
to a recent outbreak 
of swine flu.  

    "I'm scared," said 
Sarai Luna Pajas, a 
22-year-old social 
services worker who 
was forced to evacu-
ate her building after 

the earthquake struck. 
"We Mexicans are not 
used to living with so 
much fear, but all that is 
happening — the eco-
nomic crisis, the illnesses 
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and now this — it feels 
like the Apocalypse."  

    Mexico City felt the 
effects of the distant 
earthquake because the 
epicenter was relatively 
shallow and the ground 
under the capitol, which 
was built on a former lake 
bed, tends to intensify 
shock waves. 

     According to, United 
States Geological Service 
earthquake analyst, Don 
Blakeman, no damage 
was recorded throughout 
the city, as well as only a 
few minor injuries to ac-
count for.  
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By: Alex Schaufele 

    “YAH-HA” is the jubi-
lant phrase that can be 
heard from MHS’s own 
Rhonda Erbel in regard to 
her retiring.  While excited 
for a well deserved rest 
after 24 years of teaching 
she is still going to miss 
the students.  There are 
many things that students 
may not know about their 
art teacher. 

    For example she at-
tended Roberts Wesleyan 
with some shared 
courses at Rochester 
Institute of Technology in 
Rochester New York.  
Her original major was 
social work she changed 
after her third credit in 
sociology and decided to 
follow her heart switching 
her major to ceramics 
with a minor in the studio 
arts the emphasis on 
painting and drawing. 

    When asked why she 
chose to major in ceram-
ics Mrs. Erbel responded 

that she had only taken a 
few courses in high 
school and it was more 
difficult for her than draw-
ing and painting. 

    She prefers painting 
currently, but loves all 
media.  Even in college 
Mrs. E challenged herself 
which inevitably made her 
a better artist. 

     In addition to challeng-
ing herself educationally 
to improve her artistic 
abilities she believes that 
her mother especially “her 
creativity, had tremen-
dous influence” on her.  

    After graduating from 
college she worked retail 
and advertising.  After 
marrying her husband 
John Erbel they moved to 
Michigan.  Mrs. E felt that 
she wasn’t ready to open 
her own studio, so she 
asked her husband what 
she should do with her 4 
year specialty degree.  
Her question elicited the 
response “teach it 
Rhonda.” 

    At the time in order 
to teach art you had to 
have another major or 
minor in an academic 
area.  She chose Eng-
lish, more specifically 
English Literature and 
Language with a con-
centration in writing.  
She went on to ac-
quire her masters in 
this area. 

   She began to teach 
art in the MAPS dis-
trict where she has 
been for 10 years the 
last 5 being at MHS.  
She previously taught 
in nearby school dis-
tricts. As excited as 
she is to retire, she 
says she will definitely 
miss “the kids, their 

personalities, and watch-
ing them grow and ma-
ture.” 

    Now that she is retiring 
we wanted to know what 
she plans to do next.  
Mrs. E says that she 
plans to:  

· enjoy her family be-
ing more involved 
with them and spend-
ing more time with 
them 

· to travel 

· to take regular visits to 
her mother  

· is refurbishing the 
house they have on 
Lake Dorner  

· Kendall College of Art 
and Design asked her 
to teach for them as an 
adjunct instructor for 
them  

· do her own artwork 

· is on the Main Street 
Design, a state pro-
gram, board that is 
trying to refurbish 
River Street, Her goal 
is to “make Manistee 
a more vital commu-
nity” 

·  

In summary she plans on 
“living for being rather 
than living for doing.” 

     

 So the next time 
that you see Mrs. E thank 
her for being such a great 
teacher and wish her luck in 
the future. “YAH-HA” Mrs. E 
you made it through 24 
years of students, the good 
times and the bad that 
come with those.  You’ll be 
missed. 

���.�(�/��0��%����������.�(�/��0��%����������.�(�/��0��%����������.�(�/��0��%�������� ���

�

�����������		�
������
��������
�����
����

������������������
����
�����
����
�������������
�
����
����
��������������������
� � ����������
���

�



By: Will Wahr 

    For many young cou-
ples, the thought of hav-
ing a child is a very long, 
well thought-out process. 
However, for some young 
people, the idea of having 
children is far from their 
minds. This has caused a 
great increase in the 
number of unplanned 
pregnancies throughout 
the country. From 2002 to 
2007, The percent of 
women that had their 
children out of wedlock 
went from 34% to 40% 
and increased by about 
1.4 million births. 

This increase is in direct 
coorelation with the lack 
of thought put into decid-

ing whether to have chil-
dren. The CEO and 
founding director of The 
National Campaign to 
Prevent Teen and Un-
planned Pregnancy Sarah 
Brown stated that "[she] 
wish[es] people spent as 
much time planning when 
to get pregnant, with 
whom, under what cir-
cumstances as they do 
planning their next vaca-
tion." This issue also has 
a very severe impact on 
minorities. While 28 per-
cent of white women gave 
birth out of wedlock in 
2007, nearly 72 percent 
of black women and more 
than 51 percent of Latinas 
did. This is a very serious 
problem that will cause 

millions of 
young 
women to 
give up their 
dreams at a 
young age, 
without sup-
port, and 
take care of 
their bounc-
ing baby 
children. 

�� �������!������"����
������%����� �������!������"����
������%����� �������!������"����
������%����� �������!������"����
������%���� ���

!����1����
���������

By: Alex Schaufele 

    Recent studies have 
found that students who 
chew gum do better aca-
demically that those who 
don’t.  One theory is that 
the gum relieves stress 
thereby allowing the stu-
dents to focus.   

    While many schools 
condemn the act Gil 

Leveille, executive direc-
tor of the Wrigley Science 
Institute, states that "it's 
not a matter of chewing. 
It's a matter of gum dis-
posal."   

    For a more in depth 
article on how chewing 
gum can increase aca-
demic scores go to 
http://www.msnbc.msn.co
m/id/30355217/.  
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By: Alex Schaufele 

    Across the country 
“troublesome” students 
are buckling down at 
school and high school 
drop-outs are working 
towards their GED’s.  

    The reason for this 
latest educational drive is 
the economic downturn.  

Yamilette Colon, student 
from Elkhart Indiana, be-
lieves “it comes down to, 
the longer you stay in 
school, the more educa-
tion you get, the more 
money you make.” 

     Students are realizing 
that they determine their 
futures, which right now 

are uncertain.   

    For a more de-
tailed article on the 
subject go to 
http://www. 

msnbc.msn.c 

om/id/30283 

579/.  
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*The percent of women that had 
their children out of wedlock went 
from 34% to 40% and increased 
by about 1.4 million births. 
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By: Alex Schaufele 

    Summer is fast ap-
proaching and northern 
Michigan is finally feeling 
the heat-- those with long 
hair especially. 

    What better way to cool 
off than a haircut?  So if 
you’re planning to chop it 
all off anyways, why not 
donate it? 

  Some freak out be-
cause of the amount 
they are getting re-
moved, anywhere from 
8 to 10 inches.  While it 
seems like a lot don’t be 
concerned the hair is 
going to a good place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information 
on how to donate go 
to: 

http://www.wigsforkids.
org/hair-
donations/donate-your-
hair/hair-donation-
information/ 

http://www.locksoflove.
org/donate.html 
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http://www.beautifullen
gths.com/en_US/requir
ements.jsp 

http://www.evaandcowi
gs.com/page129.htm 

 

 

Some of the basic requirements for donating are: 

Having virgin hair, meaning it hasn’t been dyed/permed/
straightened with harsh chemicals. 

Hair must be clean before donating. 

There must be at least 8 inches of hair, for those of you with 
curls that’s 8 inches pulled straight. 

 Before mailing it, the hair must be dry and secured only by 
a hair tie (not braided) 
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The goal at Wigs 4 Kids is to provide a 
wig to every child or young adult in 
Michigan who is in need of their ser-
vices, as their funding permits. They 
don’t care what disease has lead to the 
hair loss. 

  

Locks of Love is a public non-profit 
organization that provides hairpieces 
to financially disadvantaged children 
in the United States and Canada 
under age 18 suffering from long-
term medical hair loss from any diag-
nosis. Most of the children helped by 
Locks of Love have lost their hair due 
to a medical condition called alopecia 
areata, which has no known cause or 
cure. 

  

Pantene partnered with 
the Entertainment Indus-
try Foundation (EIF) to 
create a campaign that 
encourages people to 
grow, cut and donate 
their hair to create free, 
real-hair wigs for women 
who’ve lost their hair 
due to cancer. 
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By: Kyle Bassett 

    Every year many peo-
ple are reported to come 
down with the flu. Re-
cently an outbreak of 
swine flu has emerged in 
Mexico City. It is a new 
strand of flu usually found 
in pigs or people that 
work pigs. 

    More than 1,000 peo-
ple in Mexico City have 
been reported ill, with 
about 81 deaths “likely 
linked” to the disease. 
Currently the flu has 
spread to the United 
States, Canada, and pos-
sibly New Zealand. The 
U.S. has declared it a 
public health emergency. 
Other countries are taking 
precautions at airports 
stop the entry of the dis-
ease. 

    Four students from 

Canada coming back 
from a trip to Mexico were 
tested positive for the 
swine flu. 14 students 
from New Zealand experi-
enced flu-like symptoms, 
but they are not yet con-
firmed to be linked to the 
swine flu. 

    A Texas family was 

told to stay away from the 
public after their son 
tested positive. There are 
eight confirmed cases of 
swine flu in New York, 
one in Ohio, Seven in 
California, two in Kansas, 
and two in Texas. The 
U.S. total for cases is 20, 
with experts expecting 
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more in the next few 
days. 

    A New York prepara-
tory school had 100 out of 
2,700 students absent 
last week due to flue like 
symptoms. Eight of those 
students tested positive 
for the new strain of flu. 
The school will remain 
closed for two days to 
prevent further spread. 

    The new strain is 
alarming because of the 
amount of time it took to 
spread. It usually is only 
transferred to people who 
work with pigs. Humans 
have built up immunity to 
the flu that occurs every 
year, but the swine flu 
could be harder for the 
human body to defend 
against. As it passes from 
person to person it could 
further mutate making it 
more difficult to treat. 

MHS Student/ Staff  Celebrity  

 
 

Andrew Shlaud  
 

 
President  

Barack Obama  
 

Celebrity Look-a-like 
By: Will Wahr  

 

 

Joe Frederick  

 

 

 
 

Demetri Martin  
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locker-room were all major 
causes of the Piston’s fail-
ures over the last 8 months. 

   Now that the season is 
over, the real pain for the 
Pistons might just be start-
ing. Rasheed Wallace has 
made it clear that he no 
longer wants to be part of 
the Piston organization, 
and wants to finish his ca-
reer in a different setting. 
Center Antonio McDyess 
has been considering re-
tirement since December, 
and Allen Iverson, the flop 
trade that the Pistons made 
in early November. 

     So for all of the Piston 
fans out there, its now time 
to worry. The ball has now 
started rolling down a very 
high hill, and doesn’t show 
signs of stopping any time 
soon. Fans of the Pistons 
should now expect the 
trend of below average 
seasons, playoff-less 
Springs, and the sheer lack 

By: Will Wahr 

    The Detroit Pistons were 
beaten for the last time of 
the year on Sunday. The 
Pistons, the eighth seed in 
the Eastern Conference, 
were once again destroyed 
by the LeBron James com-
manded Cleveland Cava-
liers, 78-99. This was very 
common for the Pistons this 
year, finishing the regular 
season well below .500 and 
then losing in the first round 
of the playoffs for the first 
time in more than five years 
by an average of 15.5 
points per game. 

    This may mark the end 
of an era for the Pistons, 
who were able to reach 5 
straight Eastern Confer-
ence finals and two NBA 
finals since 2003. The 
change of coach over the 
past off-season, the depar-
ture of the extremely tal-
ented Chauncey Billups, 
and the frustration in the 

of any super-star talent. 

 

 

  

THE LIONS 2009 DRAFT SELECTIONS:  

Round 1: Matthew Stafford: QB- Georgia 

Round 1: Brandon Pettigrew: TE- OSU 

Round 2: Louis Delmas: S- WMU 

Round 3: DeAndre Levy: LB- Wisconsin 

Round 3: Derrick Williams: WR- Penn State 

Round 4: Sammie Lee Hill: DE- Stillman 

Round 6: Aaron Brown: RB- TCU 

Round 7: Lyndon Murtha: OL-Nebraska 

Round 7: Zack Follett: LB: California 

Round 7: Dan Gronkowski: TE-Maryland 

         Boys’ Varsity Golf Match 

 vs. Hart Pirates  

Chippewa Results:  

No. 1: Greg Olsen 44 

No. 2: Kody Elzinga 41 

No. 3: Dustin Kruwell 44 

No. 4: Casey Hogan 42 

No. 5: AJ Rutherford 43 

No. 6: Zack Penny 42 

No. 7: Allan Potts 46 

* only the top five players’ scores get counted 
Manistee beat Hart- last Wednesday at Manistee 
National (2-0) 
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down, Willard pulled it to-
gether and drained the dra-
matic eagle on the par 
three.  

     “It sort of threw off the 
rest of my round,” said 
Willard, “because all of 
these people kept coming 

By: Greg Olsen 

      For a freshman golfer, 
the first varsity match is 
usually remembered as the 
most nerve racking nine 
holes of their life, with a not 
so memorable score. How-
ever, for Taylor Willard, his 
first ever varsity match 
came with something most 
golfers never experience- a 
hole in one.  

     “I just hit it, nice and 
crisp, and it flew,” said 
Willard, regarding the shot, 
who used a three-hybrid on 
the 135 yard par three into 
the wind. “I though I saw it 
go in, but I wasn’t sure. By 
the time I got up there, I 
was in total disbelief.”  

     The ace came after a 
difficult start, where, after a 
shot gun start on Manistee 
National’s eighth hole, Tay-
lor quintuple bogeyed the 
par five, getting a ten. In-
stead of letting the bogey 
ridden first hole get him 

up to me asking questions. 
I just kind of wanted to be 
like, “I’m playing a game.” 

     As for the history mak-
ing ball used, Willard lost it 
in the mud on the Manistee 
National’s fourth hole.  

     Willard, 15, has only 
been playing golf for two 
years but, Manistee coach, 
Mike Swanson decided to 
send him out to play 
against Hart. 
     “When the opportunity 
came up a couple days 
ago, I invited him to come 
up and play with the varsity 
and get a little experience,” 
Swanson said. “He got 
some good experience and 
I’m happy for him.” 

     Willard went from Ben 
Hogan to Hulk Hogan 
quick, finishing his round 
with a score of a 59. 

     “I’ve been having a fun 
time so far,” said Willard, 
about his experiences with 
the varsity golf team.  

      “Some people wait their 
whole lives for that to hap-
pen,” said Swanson, about 
Willard, “and I hope the rest 
of his career goes this 
well.” 

@��������*������@��������*������@��������*������@��������*������3 333������?
�
��/��������
�������?
�
��/��������
�������?
�
��/��������
�������?
�
��/��������
�� ���
Class B District Finals.  

    “Tim's success comes 
from all the time he has 
put in,” Manistee Basket-
ball Coach, Paul Marfia. 
“Tim has gone to numer-
ous exposure camps 
and has played three 
years of AAU.  I feel the 
greatest improvement 
has come over the last 
month of our season and 
his attitude to give great 
effort all the time on the 
court.  He has always 
had talent and with his 
new attitude I feel the 
sky is the limit for Tim.  I 

By: Greg Olsen 

     Manistee power-
forward, Tim Jensen, 
was awarded All-State 
Honorable Mention rec-
ognition by the Detroit 
Free Press.  

    Jensen, who has been 
a member of the Chippe-
was’ varsity basketball 
team the past three 
years, averaged 12.8 
points, 7.5 rebounds, 
and 2.3 blocks per 
game, including a triple 
double in the semi-finals 
against Reed City, while 
leading Manistee to the 

am sure this won't be his 
last All-State recognition, 
especially if he keeps his 
focus in the off-season 
and is hungry to get bet-
ter.”  

    Jensen has also been 
selected to compete in 
the Reaching Higher 
Exposure Camp, a day 
long camp showcasing 
the top 100 underclass 
men players in the state 
of Michigan, sponsored 
by the BCAM along with 
the MHSAA, held in 
Brighton, on Sunday 
April 26, 2009. 



By: Kyle Bassett 

    Nintendo has been a 
leading game manufac-
turer for quite some time. 
It has witnessed large 
sales for the Wii do to its 
innovative technology and 

is a leader in the portable 
systems industry. So why 
has one of its top rated 
games not meeting the 
prospected quotas? 

    Grand Theft Auto: Chi-
natown Wars was re-

cently released for the 
handheld gaming platform 
Nintendo DS. The GTA 
franchise is widely popu-
lar among mature audi-
ences. The new install-
ment was rated 94% by 
critics, making it the high-
est rated game for the 
DS. Despite these facts, it 
has failed to appeal to DS 
owners. 

    Since its release, GTA: 
Chinatown Wars has only 
sold 89,000 copies. In-
dustry analysts predicted 
a far greater number, in 
the 200,000 to 400,000 
range. Similarly on the 
Wii, MadWorld, another 
mature-rated game that 
was given a lot of hype, 
has only sold 66,000 cop-

�������
�2����8�
 ��
���������*���������
�2����8�
 ��
���������*���������
�2����8�
 ��
���������*���������
�2����8�
 ��
���������*��� ���

!����;;���������������

ies. 

    The answer to why 
these games have not 
done so well is that they 
are for mature audiences. 
Nintendo is generally 
known to be family ori-
ented and appealing to a 
broad audience. Overall, 
Nintendo has far less M-
rated games than the 
PS3 or Xbox 360. 

    With this information, 
Nintendo will most likely 
keep more focus on its 
family audience. Despite 
the lack of sales for both 
GTA: Chinatown Wars 
and MadWorld, the Wii is 
still outselling the PS3 
and Xbox 360. 

By: Kyle Bassett 

Big Talent from England 

    The saying “don’t judge 
a book by its cover” is 
proven true once more by 
Susan Boyle.  A native of 
Scotland, Boyle earned 
global fame for her ma-
jestic voice when she 
performed on the third 
annual Britain’s Got Tal-
ent. Everyone that night 
made first impressions 
about her appearance, 
but were soon blown 
away by her stellar per-
formance. 

    Ever since that night on 
April 11, Susan Boyle has 
become a global hit. Vid-
eos of her performance 
on YouTube have gotten 
more views than the Bush 
shoe thrower and 
Obama’s victory speech. 
Boyle will not be singing 
again until May 23 at the 

second round 
of Britain’s Got 
Talent. 

    The whole 
crowd was 
ready to shoot 
her down, but 
ended up giv-
ing Ms. Boyle a 
standing ova-
tion after she 
sang “I Dream 
a Dream”  from 
the musical 
Les 
Misérables. 
She received a 
yes from the 
judges; Simon 
Cowell, 
Amanda Hol-
den, and Piers Morgan. 
Morgan said it was the 
"biggest yes I have ever 
given anybody." 

    Cowell is alread setting 
up a contract with Boyle 
with his Syco Music com-

pany label, a subsidiary of 
Sony Music. If Boyle wins 
the competition, she 
hopes to sing for the 
Queen of England. The 
story of Susan Boyle is an 
inspirational tale to peo-
ple around the world. 
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Piers Morgan 
[judge] said it was 
the "biggest yes I 
have ever given 
anybody." 



FESTIVAL  LOCATION  WEBSITE 

10,000 Lakes Festival Detroit Lakes, MN www.10klf.com/ 

South by Southwest Austin, TX www.sxsw.com/ 

Glastonbury Festival Pilton, England www.glastonburyfestivals.co.uk/ 

Sasquath! Music Festival George, WA www.sasquatchfestival.com 

Pitchfork Music Festival Chicago, IL www.pitchforkmusicfestival.com 

Reading Festival United Kingdom www.readingfestival.com 

By: Zack Miller 

     Summertime is a time 
for relaxing and getting 
away from the burdens of 
the past school year. In 
addition to visiting the 
beach, spending time with 
friends, or just being out-
side, there are many dif-
ferent opportunities to 
leave town for a few days 
and visit a 
music 
festival. 
There are 
a lot of 
cool festi-
vals taking 
place all 
over the 
country this summer. 
They are all definitely 
worth looking into.  

    This summer, there are 
many festivals going on. 
They all vary in price and 
size. For starters, one of 
the first major festival of 
the summer is the Bon-
naroo Music and Arts 
Festival taking place on 
June 11th through the 14th 
in Manchester Tennes-
see. This year, Bonnaroo 

is being headlined by 
Bruce Springsteen and 
the E-Street Band, 
Beastie Boys, and will 
include the reunion of the 
popular jam band, Phish. 
Click here for the whole 
lineup. The Bonnaroo 
Festival includes on site 
camping and would be 
very enjoyable for any 

music fan. 

    Another 
major festival 
in the making 
is taking 
place over 
the 4th of July 
weekend 
here in Michi-

gan. The Rothbury Music 
and Arts Festival is in its 
second year. This year, it 
will feature The Grateful 
Dead, Bob Dylan, The 
String Cheese Incident, 

and Willie 
Nelson 
headlining. 
Click here 
for the 
whole 
lineup. 
Rothbury 
is also 
outdoors 
and on-site camping is 
also included with the 
ticket. There is also a 
circus, lake, and free 
yoga sessions available. 
This is the closest of all 
the huge festivals. 

    Finally, Lollapalooza is 
taking place from August 
7th - August 9th in Grant 
Park in Chicago and is 
the most kid friendly of all 
the music festivals. This 
year, it is being headlined 
by bands such as De-
peche Mode, The Killers, 
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Beastie Boys, 
Rise Against, 
and Tool. 
Click here for 
the entire 
Lollapalooza 
lineup. This 
festival is 
different from 
the other two 

because there is no 
camping on site. A hotel 
room is necessary. Re-
gardless, Lollapalooza 
would be an enjoyable 
experience for a music 
fan. 

    Tickets for these festi-
vals are available on their 
websites and have not 
sold out yet. So if you’re 
looking for something fun 
to do this summer. Check 
out one of these or any of 
the other festivals going 
on. Have fun. 

FESTIVAL LOCATION WEBSITE 

10,000 Lakes Festival Detroit Lakes, MN www.10klf.com/ 

South by Southwest Austin, TX www.sxsw.com/ 

Glastonbury Festival Pilton, England www.glastonburyfestivals.co.
uk/ 

Sasquatch! Music Festival George, WA www.sasquatchfestival.com 

Pitchfork Music Festival Chicago, IL www.pitchforkmusicfestival.c
om 

Reading Festival United Kingdom www.readingfestival.com 
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By: Joe Fredrick 

     Broken Social Scene 
is a Musical Collective 
from, Toronto Canada. 
Currently consisting of 19 
people Broken Social 
Scene has an ever-
changing lineup made up 
of musicians from the 
local Toronto indie scene. 
Broken Social Scene in-
corporates strings, horns, 
woodwinds, and elec-
tronic sounds in their mu-
sic, as well as a one of 
three female vocalists 
from other Toronto bands 
that are rotated into the 
lineup. Started by Kevin 
Drew and Brendan Can-
ning Broken Social Scene 
became a collective after 
their first album Feel 
Good Lost came out in 
2001 on Noise Factory 
Records. They realized 
that the largely ambient 

album didn’t create a very 
entertaining live show so, 
Drew and Canning 
brought in several of their 
friends from other local 
bands to liven up the per-
formance, and later went 
on to add several more 
musicians. They’ve gone 
on to release 13 more 
albums since the debut of 
Feel Good Lost including 
two under Broken Social 
Scene Presents… which 
is usually a collaboration 
with Broken 
Social Scene 
and another 
artist. They 
also won 
Alternative 
Album of the 
Year at the 
2003 Juno 
Awards, 
which are 
presented by 
The Cana-

dian Academy of Re-
cording Arts and Sci-
ences.  

     Broken Social Scene 
is characterized as Ba-
roque pop, which uses 
classical music elements 
in rock, pop, or more pre-
dominately today indie 
music. Other popular 
bands or artists under the 
Baroque pop genre are, 
Andrew Bird, Elliott Smith, 
Grizzly Bear, Fleet Foxes, 
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Michigan’s own Sufjan 
Stevens, of Montreal, and 
The Decemberists. Ba-
roque pop is often char-
acterized as a more 
mainstream form of post-
rock, which is another 
great genre worth listen-
ing to. Broken Social 
Scene is definitely worth 
checking out, and the 
unique sound of baroque 
pop will definitely intrigue 
the music lover in all of 
us.  

The Pink Panther 

By: Corey Ernst 

     The 2003 release of 
The Pink Panther, di-
rected by Shawn Levy, is 
most recent addition to 
the pink panther series. 
Starring Steve Martin, 
Beyonce Knowls, and 
Jean Reno the film is 
about a French Police 
officer, Inspector 
Clouseau (Martin) and his 
quest to find the murderer 
of a French soccer coach, 
and also find the ex-
tremely valuable pink 
panther diamond. 

    My personal opinion of 
this film was that it was 
OK. The plot and script 
were about average for  

the genre (maybe a little 
below), but Steve Martin’s 
acting saved this film from 
being disaster. If you are 
a fan of Dumb & Dumber 
type films, you would 
probably enjoy this movie 
also. However, if not, I 
would recommend leav-
ing this movie on the shelf 
at Family Video and to 
keep moving until you find 
a movie that would be 
better worth your 50 cents 
and 1 hour and 33 min-
utes. 

B- 
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Win A Date with Tad 

Hamilton! 

By: Will Wahr 

    In this week’s review, 
I’m going to take a look at 
the blockbuster flop, Win 
a Date with Tad Hamilton. 
I absolutely hated this 
movie. It was a pathetic 
excuse for a mediocre 
chick flick. The storyline 
of the movie follows a 
small-town girl that wins a 
date with a male celebrity 
(Tad Hamilton) through a 
contest. When the date 
goes better than ex-
pected, a love triangle 
forms between the girl, 
the male celebrity, and 
the girl's best friend. The 
movie stars Kate Bos-
worth as the young girl 

Rosalee Futch, Topher 
Grace as the girl’s best 
friend Pete Monash, and 
Josh Duhamel as the 
famous Tad Hamilton. 
The storyline is over-
played and it is obvious 
half an hour in that the girl 
will eventually wind up 
with her best friend and 
not the rich, successful 
movie star. The acting in 
this movie was pathetic, 
especially by Topher 
Grace, who gives an all-
around sad performance. 
Don’t sit through this 95 
minute train-wreck. In 
fact, don’t watch 5 min-
utes of this poor excuse 
for a Hollywood film. 

F- 



By: 
Will 
Wahr 

     

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, the terrible 
weather that comes along 
with a Michigan winter is 
over. Manistee is finally 
able to see the sun in the 
sky and the temperature 
over the freezing point. 

As the community enters 
this new season, a breath 
of fresh air comes over all 
of us. 

    Spring acts as a new 
beginning for the year. It 
is a psychological fact 
that people become more 
hopeful and are usually in 
better spirits. So, because 
we are in the full swing of 
the spring season, cheer 
up and act nicer to the 
people around you. This 
isn’t me telling you to be 
nice, its science. 

    When the snow melts, 
the temperature rises, 
and the birds start chip-

ping, we must re-
member to get out 
there and be active. 
This is exemplified 
by the school 
sports that are tak-
ing place in the 
spring. Softball, 
baseball, soccer, 
tennis, and golf are 
all great ways to 
get outside and 
stay in shape. 

     So have a fun 
and safe spring, 
enjoy the school 
activities like the 
spring sporting 
events, prom, and 
graduation, and try to be 
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a little more cheerful to 
your fellow students. 

By: Greg Olsen 

     About two weeks ago, 
an article was published 
in this paper titled, “You 
Have the Right to Remain 
Stupid,” in which America 
was classified as a 
“country of pacifists,” who 
had lost the right to make 
their own decisions.  

    Although this opinion 
may have seemed valid 
and, possibly, true to 
some, I have almost an 
entirely different outlook 
on the matter that, I be-
lieve, is more commonly 
felt. 

     America losing it’s, 
“right to be stupid,” seems 
more like the proclama-
tion of an idiotic idea in-
stead of a rational truth. 
Since the time of the 
landing of the Pilgrims at 
Plymouth to the first set-
tlements established at 
Jamestown, America has 
been a place founded on 
the ideals of independ-
ence and new hope.  

    America’s first people 
fled to escape a life of 
control, and forged a new 
country- founded on the 
principals of democracy, 
unity and the idea that 
what they were doing 
meant something more. 

    They were the cow-
boys, the renegades and 
the poor. They succeeded 
where others’ had failed, 
and, in the face of any 
disaster, they were ex-
pected and depended 
upon to accomplish any-
thing.  

     If there was one prob-
lem America is facing, it 

would be a loss of inno-
cence instead of an in-
crease in ignorance. Be-
fore the Vietnam War, 
America was a country 
that could unite around 
the common goal of doing 
the right thing, and, no 
matter how much the 
solution would cost in 
dollars and lives, a solu-
tion would be found. How-
ever, during that war, the 
idea of America’s once 
virtuous soldiers were 
replaced with stereotyped 
“baby killers,” and, while 
more and more lives were 
lost without a clear pur-
pose, America’s people 
began to split at the 
seams.  

    Because of those 
years, America’s dark 
colors shone through their 
past, and the containment 
philosophy established 
through the Truman Doc-
trine had disastrously 
turned on them. Instead 
of being ashamed of this 
dark mark on our nations’ 
past, we should, instead, 
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view it as a reminder of 
our mistakes and use it 
as a crutch to help move 
forward.  

    Currently, America is 
trying to regain the repu-
tation of innocence-but is 
struggling to win over the 
opinions of some who 
only see it as a nation 
who’s been in constant 
military conflict since the 
1940’s. Instead of being 
ashamed of your govern-
ment for putting restric-
tions and regulations on 
commodities like seat 
belts, alcohol and to-
bacco (since we can all 
agree the would be a 
better place if seat belts 
weren’t enforced and 
toddlers were allowed to 
legally drink and 
smoke…), have faith and 
believe that what they are 
doing is for your benefit. 

     It’s not patriotism- it’s 
common respect. 
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  From now on every week we 
 will be hiding Waldo  some
 where in our paper.   

· Some part of him will be visible, but 
other than that he can be anywhere.   

· Keep a look out for him, and the first one to e-mail Mallory 
Barkholz the where abouts will receive an autographed copy of 

The Mighty Manistee and have their name in the next edition.   

Good Luck! 


