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    For some, this added time may 
seem bad. A lot of rumors have been 
going around about changing the date 
of graduation making it so seniors 
have to make up these extra days as 
well. However, graduation day will still 
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house, normally consists of ham, 
scalped potatoes, and peas. Although 
no one can complain with that line-up, 
one character mysteriously has found 
his way into everyone’s holiday routine 
that normally wouldn't make sense- 
The Easter Bunny. 

     Now on the surface this "Easter 
Bunny" seems entirely harmless. A 
potentially immortal amphibious rabbit 
(after all, both bunnies and rabbits are 
mammals, which makes laying eggs a 
challenge) who makes a living deliver-

be on May 30th so May 29th is the 
last school day for the seniors. 
“Teachers may choose to give 
exams to seniors before the 
scheduled exams days, or excuse 
them,” Huber added. 

    In addition, rumors are going 
around that the extra “make-up” 
days are going to be free days 
where students may do what they 
please. Mr. Huber also clarified 
that “we have agreed to add four 
more instructional days to the 
calendar, and we want to see this 
time utilized in the classroom, not 
simply as snow make-up days.”   

    The added days aren’t a bad 
thing. They’re completely neces-
sary. These extra days give stu-
dents more time to prepare for 

exams. These days also give seniors a 
jump start on their summer. Hopefully, 
this clears the air a little bit and an-
swers everybody’s questions about 
making up for snow days. 
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By: Zack Miller 

     If you live in Manistee, you’re 
familiar with a typical Northern 
Michigan winter. You also know 
that there’s no better feeling than 
waking up in the morning to a 
school cancellation. This North-
ern Michigan winter seemed 
slightly longer and much colder 
than usual. There were many 
storms and a lot of ice. Along 
with the harsh winter came plenty 
of snow days. Now it’s time to 
make up for lost time. 

    Although everybody can enjoy 
and appreciate a day off of 
school, the time lost during the 
winter has to be made up later. 
Due to multiple snow days this 
winter, the last day of school has 
been pushed back from May 29th to 
June 3rd. Mr. Huber mentioned that 
“we are actually making up contracted 
time with our added days, not making 
up time we owe the state.”  

By: Greg Olsen 

     Easter is one of the most widely 
celebrated holidays throughout the 
world. 

     Always on the Sunday two days 
after Good Friday and three days after 
Maundy Thursday in each one of the 
one hundred and ninety-five countries 
of the world, the resurrection of Jesus 
is celebrated by a day of early, over 
crowded church, awkward family get 
togethers, and a meal that, in my 
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ing baskets filled with chocolates and 
rarely used dollar tree toys to children 
across the globe, while still finding time 
to hide plastic eggs filled with either egg 
shaped crunch bars or Grandpa's 
pocket change, can never be viewed as 
a bad thing. But some must ask them-
selves: "Why a rabbit?" How did this 
creature, which is much creepier to sit 
on in a mall unlike a Santa due to the 
fact that you can’t see their face, find its 
way into the popular Christian holiday?  

     Surprisingly, the origin behind the 
Easter Bunny, or, as preferred, Easter 
Hare, is almost as rich as the holiday it 
is associated with. Relating back to the 
German fertility goddess, Eostre, 
around 1620, this anthropomorphic (or 
animal that possesses human traits) 
rabbit delivers baskets filled with treats 
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baskets filled with choco-
lates and rarely used dol-
lar tree toys to children 
across the globe, while 
still finding time to hide 
plastic eggs filled with 
either egg shaped crunch 
bars or Grandpa's pocket 
change, can never be 
viewed as a bad thing. 
But some must ask them-
selves: "Why a rabbit?" 
How did this creature, 
which is much creepier to 
sit on in a mall unlike a 

Santa due to the fact that 
you can’t see their face, 
find its way into the popu-
lar Christian holiday?  

 Surprisingly, the 
origin behind the Easter 
Bunny, or, as preferred, 
Easter Hare, is almost as 
rich as the holiday it is 
associated with. Relating 
back to the German fertil-
ity goddess, Eostre, 
around 1620, this anthro-
pomorphic (or animal that 
possesses human traits) 
rabbit delivers baskets 
filled with treats to good 
children the night before 
Easter. However, unlike 
Santa Clause's approach 
at leaving coal to the chil-
dren doomed on the 
naughty list, the Easter 
Hare hides the baskets 
for the naughty children 
somewhere in their 
house, forcing them to 
search hard the next 
morning. 

 The origin be-
hind the rabbit is credited 
to Alsace writers in south-
west Germany, around 
the 1600's. For almost 
two-hundred years, this 
symbol of Christ blessed 
fertility was used by Ger-
man parents to get their 
children excited about the 
resurrection celebration of 
Jesus. Even the first 
chocolate shaped rabbits 
where sanctioned in Ger-
many, but were made 
with sugar or pastry. This 
German tradition was 
later introduced to Amer-
ica by settlers who arrived 
in the Pennsylvania Dutch 
country, during the late 
1700's. Since that time, 
children in both America 
and Europe that built 
brightly covered nests or 
set out baskets the night 
before Easter in hope that 
the Easter Hare will leave 
them some holiday good-
ness for the upcoming 

morning. 

 Despite this 
story, I refuse to write off 
the Easter Bunny and 
accept that it's been my 
parents doing this deed 
for the past eighteen 
years of my life. Although 
implausible, I hold firm on 
the idea that something 
must have caused those 
early German settlers to 
choose the rabbit for this 
holiday. Think what you 
will, I hope to believe that 
somewhere most likely in 
the North Pole, lepre-
chauns, Santa Clause 
and the Easter Bunny are 
sitting together laughing 
at the fact that they've 
fooled us all yet again this 
holiday season. 

 Either way, I 
hope you all had a good 
Easter Holiday and an 
eventful three day week-
end. 
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By: Corey Ernst 

     On April 5 North Korea 
took a very large step 
away from the world and 
towards war by conduct-
ing another long-range 
missile test. This newest 
breach of recent peace 
agreements has left the 
world and the UN strug-
gling to maintain peace in 
the East. 

    Earlier this year North 
Korean dictator, Kim Jung 
IL announced that the 
country would be launch-

ing a satellite into space 
on April 5th. The UN im-
mediately tried to discour-
age this from happening 
as it would breach previ-
ous peace agreements 
made by the North Ko-
rean government.  

    However, despite the 
strong words and threats 
from the rest of the world, 
IL followed through and 
launched a Taepodong-2 
missile into the Pacific 
Ocean. This missile test 
has proven the Korean’s 
ability to launch missiles 
twice as far as with their 
last test.  

    The danger of this mis-
sile test is that the missile 
used is capable of carry-

ing a nuclear payload, 
and this type of missile 
has the ability to target 
the United State’s West 
coast.  

    The UN has decided to 
not do anything to punish 
North Korea, as they feel 
any action will likely 
drive the country further 
from the rest of the 
world and make the 
shutting down of North 
Korea’s nuclear weap-
ons program much more 
unlikely.  

    In order to avoid a 
conflict or the distancing 
of Kim Jung IL from the 
world any releases re-
garding this event has 
been carefully worded, 

not even mentioning the 
word “missile.” However 
the UN has made clear 
that more tests of this 
nature will not be toler-
ated, and if a similar inci-
dent occurs in the future, 
North Korea will be forced 
to pay the consequences. 
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By Alex Schaufele 

    As of June 1st 2009 
anybody entering the US, 
including citizens, from a 
country included in the 
Western Hemisphere 
Travel Initiative (WHTI) 
must have a passport, 
passport card, or an en-
hanced driver’s license. 

    The only exceptions to 
the WHTI travel docu-
ment rules are youths 16 
and under traveling to 
one of the countries and 
back.  The other excep-
tion is if traveling by wa-
ter, the same port that 
you left from is the same 
port you return to.  In both 
of these instances the 
traveler must have a birth 
certificate (or copy of it) 
with them. 

    To apply for a passport 
and/or passport card you 
can go to City Hall, the 

Post Office, or apply 
online at 
https://pptform.state.gov/

FraudAbuseNotice.aspx.  
    Countries included on 
the WHTI are Canada, 
Mexico, Bermuda, and 
The Caribbean region. 

    The rules for reentering 
the US, which will be in-
stated on June 1st, have 
been five years coming.  
There still some who want 
to push back the deadline 
believing that the US is 
not prepared for the 
change. 

    Brenda Sprague, dep-
uty assistant secretary of 
passports believes that 
everybody is ready and 
that “our colleagues in 
Canada are ready and I 
believe the American 
people are ready.” 

    For more information 

regarding the WHTI visit 
http://travel.state.gov/trav
el/cbpmc/cbpmc_2223.ht
ml   
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 By: Kyle Bassett 

    It’s no doubt that one of 
the favorite drinks of a 
high school student is 
pop, whether it’s Moun-
tain Dew, Pepsi, or Dr. 
Pepper. Many of these 
products contain high 
amounts of caffeine. 
Studies have shown that 
consuming a lot of this 
drug can lead to depend-
encies, making it some-
what of an addiction. 

    Though it’s an ingredi-
ent in many things, caf-
feine is considered a 
drug. Like most drugs, 
legal or not, there is a 
chance of dependency or 
addiction. Stopping con-
sumption of caffeine can 

lead to withdrawals. The 
severity of the withdrawal 
can very from person to 
person, but it is generally 
accepted that the more 
caffeine that is consumed 
leads to a higher severity. 

    Symptoms of caffeine 
withdrawal include head-
aches, fatigue, anxiety or 
unhappy moods, and 
difficulty concentrating. 
The symptoms can show 
anywhere between 12 to 
20 hours after the last 
dose and can last two to 
nine days. Research 
shows that caffeine with-
drawal causes such a 
disturbance in daily life 
that it’s being considered 
a psychiatric disorder. 

    There are various ways 
to stop consuming as 
much caffeine while mini-
mizing the symptoms of 
withdrawal. Most profes-
sional suggest a step 
down routine where the 
amount of caffeine con-
sumed daily is slightly 
decreased over an ex-
tended period of time or 
replacing consumption 
with caffeine 
free bever-
ages. 

    Not only 
students, but 
also adults 
should watch 
the amount of 
caffeine they 
consume. 
Many highly 

consumed products con-
tain caffeine such as 
chocolate, energy drinks, 
and coffee. It’s already 
suggested that caffeine 
should not be consumed 
by pregnant women, peo-
ple who are prone to 
panic attacks, or those 
who suffer from anxiety. 

Caribbean region: 

Anguilla  

Antigua and Barbuda  

Aruba  

Bahamas  

Bermuda  

British Virgin Islands  

Cayman Islands  

Dominica  

Dominican Republic  

Grenada  

Jamaica (except for 
business travel)  

Montserrat  

Netherlands Antilles  

St. Kitts and Nevis  

St. Lucia  

St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines  

Turks and Caicos  



By: Alex Schaufele 

    Come One Come All to 
the MHS Presentation of 
Rodgers and Hammer-
stein’s Cinderella.  The 
show begins on April 17th 
and will run through the 
19th. 

    The cast has been pre-
paring for the event since 
February.  “Its been a lot of 
work, but is well worth the 
effort” states one cast 
member. 

    The musical begins in 
the town square where the 
announcement about the 
Royal Ball is given.  Then it 
takes the audience through 
Cinderella’s day, the ball 
itself, and the fairytale end-
ing. 

     The main characters in 
the cast are Cinderella 
played by Taylor Rob-
erts  and Prince Charming 
played by Matthew Moe-
hring .  Other main char-
acters are the King 
(Avery Bell ) and the 
Queen (Molly Howard 
from MCC).  The stepsis-
ters are played by Kathe-
rine Ritchert and 
Melanie Fisk .  Kelly Dil-
lon plays the evil step-
mother. 

    MHS invites everybody 
to come see Cinderella 
and its cast on this week-
end in the auditorium.  
Tickets cost $10 for 
adults and $3 for students 
at any level and for kids. 
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By: Kyle Bassett 

    High school is 
the time to start 
deciding what to 
do for a career. 
Casman students 
will be holding a 
career fair for 
people still unde-
cided about their 
future. The carrer 
fair will include 
various colleges 
and organiza-
tions. 

    A few of the 
colleges that will be vend-
ing at the fair are West 
Shore Community Col-
lege, Northwester Michi-
gan College, and Baker 
College. Some of the 
branches of the U.S. mili-

tary will be attending as 
well. This includes the 
U.S. army, marines, and 
coast guard. Other or-
ganizations attending will 
be the Manistee County 
Humane Society, Little 

River Casino Resort, and 
West Shore Medical Cen-
ter. 

    Certain workshops will 
also be offered at the 
career fair. The work-

shops are How to 
Decide if College is 
for You, What is the 
Job Corps?, Ca-
reers in the U.S. 
Forest Service, and 
“True Colors” Un-
derstanding How 
Your Personal 
Traits Affect Work 
and Life. 

    The career fair 
will be held at Faith 
Covenant Church. 
The date set is April 
16, from 12:30 to 

3:00. Career fairs are a 
good opportunity to start 
thinking about a career 
path. Even for people who 
know what they’re doing 
after college, it’s a good 
idea to go see what jobs 
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Rodgers & Hammerstein’s 
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Where:                       MHS Auditorium 

When:                   April 17 & 18 at 8:00pm  

                             April 19 at 2:00pm  

Cost:                       $10 for Adults  

                               $3 for Students and Children  

Call the MHS Box Office at 398-3687 for more 

information 



By: Will Wahr   

  There are two ways to 
learn about government. 
The first is to read text-
books and find out things 
that other people have 
done. The second is to 
apply your own views in 
an actual government 
setting. Recently, a few 
students from Manistee 
High School had the privi-
lege to partake in the 
Michigan Youth In Gov-
ernment program and 
learn about the political 
system in a  more active 
environment.   

    The Michigan state 
Youth In Government 
program provides over 
1500 high school stu-

dents with the opportunity 
to become acting state 
legislators, lobbyists, law-
yers, and committee 
chairs. In essence, the 
students simulate all as-
pects and positions of the 
actual state government. 
These students are chal-
lenged with many of the 
issues our real legislators 
must face in their elected 
offices.       

    The students that at-
tended the event from 
MHS are Felicia Senn, 
Andrew Schlaud and 
Jenna Vincent. The Michi-
gan Youth In Government 
is a very important pro-
gram that offers an in 
depth look at the political 

system. All 
students that 
are interested 
in government 
should seri-
ously consider 
looking at the 
YIG program as 
an amazing 
way to learn 
about politics 
and also meet  
people that 
share their edu-
cational hun-
ger.  
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By: Zack Miller 

 Where did you go for Spring Break? 

 
    

“I went down to Detroit 
over break. I tried out 
for The Team Michigan 
for Hockey and watched 
a Red Wings game. It 
was really cool.” 

Brandon Fitzgerald 
  

“I went down to Lansing 
for Youth in Govern-
ment. The politics be-
hind both sides of is-
sues were presented, 
debated, and compro-
mised to the fullest ex-
tent for the best YIG 
legislation in 15 years.” 

Mrs. Andrews-
Ramsey 

  

“Over break I went down 
to Cabo. We went zip-
lining, visited the down-
town, and went swim-
ming a lot. It was cool to 
see the vendors and 
everything.” 

Lauren Barry 
  

“Over break I went down 
to Tennessee with my 
mom and my sister, 
Brooke Janowiak , and 
went fishing a lot. I also 
picked up some hotties 
down there too. It was 
good. Yee-haw.” 

Josh Janowiak 
  



By: Greg Olsen 

    Last week, to fulfill a 
goal we set to each other 
almost five years ago, two 
of my best friends and I 
packed up a car and 
drove over twenty-seven 
straight hours to one of 
the southern most points 
in the United States.  

    The drive going to 
somewhere is entirely 
different from the drive 
back. The way to some-
where is drawn out be-
cause you only have the 
destination on your mind. 
As unfortunate, the drive 
coming back from any-
where is just as bad, and 
is drawn out simply due to 
the fact that, after spend-
ing a week in Jimmy Buf-

fet and Earnest Hem-
mingway’s idea of para-
dise, sitting in a car for 
twenty-seven straight 
hours just to be greeted 
by snow is the ultimate 
disappointment. 

    Even with three people 
driving, attempting to 
make the voyage across 
the six state gap is tire-
some and difficult, but 
entirely worth every ach-
ing mile of it. Looking out 
and seeing the same 
sights that have moved 
and inspired millions of 
people before you has a 
calming affect on you, 
and makes the roads and 
other travelers them-
selves seem more like 
much needed accesso-

ries instead of po-
tential disasters.  

    In addition to 
becoming closer to 
two people you’ve 
grown up with your 
entire life, you 
have multiple 
chances to be 
alone with your 

thoughts and take it the 
country however way you 
want it.  Although keeping 
your friends alive while 
traveling from Orlando to 
Chattanooga as they 
sleep is motivation 
enough, taking in every 
aspect of the country you 
call home makes sleeping 
or inattentiveness seem 
like a waste. 

     You come to a point 
where the only lights 
guiding your way are the 
ones from your own car 
and the others around 
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Carmike Harbor Cinema 8 – Ludington Movies and Show times 

Movies  Ratings  Show Times  
Dragonball Evo-
lution 

PG 4:55    7:00    9:30 

Hannah Mon-
tana: The Movie 

G 5:00    7:15    9:30 

Observe and 
Report 

R 4:00    7:00    9:40 

Fast and Furious PG-13 5:10    5:40    7:30    8:00    9:50 
The Haunting in 
Connecticut 

PG-13 4:20    7:20    9:35 

Monsters vs. 
Aliens 3D 

PG 5:00    7:15    9:30 

Knowing PG-13 4:00    7:00    9:40 

These Times are for Tuesday April 14th through Thursday April 16th.  For Weekend Showtimes 
check out the Ludington Movie Hotline 231-843-9310 or go to http://www.fandango.com/

you. Just like you, they 
have a place ago, and are 
creating there own stories 
simultaneously with 
yours. Even if your in a 
different state miles hun-
dreds of miles from your 
home, you never feel 
uninvited in the place 
your at. Although you feel 
unfamiliar with the land-
scape, you feel far from 
unwelcome by the people 
you meet along the way.  

Continued on pg 13 
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lac women.   

     “We played better they 
we did (against Ludington),” 
said junior captain, Ashley 
Tiefenthal, “but we still 
have a lot of room for im-
provement.”  

     The underclassmen 
goaltending due of Candice 
Coyle and Amelia Erbel will 
have another shot this 
Monday, at home against 
Holton. 

 

 

By: Greg Olsen 

      After an impressive 7-0 
victory against the MCC 
Spartans, the Manistee 
girls’ soccer team found 
themselves in an early sea-
son rut- going scoreless in 
losses to Ludington and, 
most recently, a 5-0 away 
loss to Cadillac last Thurs-
day. 

     Although the Chips were 
unable to score against the 
aggressive Viking defense, 
they avoided continuing a 
three year long streak of 
being mercied by the Cadil-
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By: Greg Olsen 

  After two addi-
tional playoffs holes, Argen-
tinean veteran golfer, Angel 
Cabrera, held off American 
tour leader, Kenny Perry, to 
win the 2009 Masters. 

 Cabrera, who had 
only won one major tourna-
ment before this weekend, 
trailed Perry by as many as 
three strokes coming into 
the final eighteen holes, 
and was in third place en-
tering Sunday. After drop-
ping to nine under entering 
the back eighteen, Cabrera 
rallied with three birdies 
holes, including the last, 
while going bogey less.  

 American leader 
board front men, Perry and 
Chad Cambell, played solid 
golf- going back and forth 
until finishing together at 
twelve under going into the 
final playoffs with Cabrera. 

 Additional Ameri-
can favorites, Tiger Woods 
and Phil Mickelson, both 

rallied throughout the final 
eighteen, but were never 
able to reach the top of the 
leader board. After being 
tied for the lead at the start 
of the back nine, Mickelson 
bogeyed two holes, finish-
ing his round nine under. 
Woods, who struggled all 
four days of the tourna-
ment, finished his last 
round four under, and eight 
under for the entire tour. 

 Entering the three 
man race for the jacket, 
Perry, who had only bo-
geyed four times in the 
previous four rounds, fell to 
the pressure and bogeyed 
his last two. After Cambell 
missed a put to continue 
playing, Cabrera stayed 
solid to clinch the win over 
Perry. 

 “There are great 
golfers that win when you 
need to, and then there’s 
everyone else,” said Perry, 
during the post game inter-
view. “It was my tourna-
ment to lose. I’ve just never 

been good at major tourna-
ments.” 

 Cabrera became 
the first Argentinean to ever 
clinch the tournament 
championship.  

 “I’ve dreamed 
about doing this since I was 
just a little kid,” said 
Cabrera. “There’s no better 
feeling in the world.” 

Katie Bramble 
prepares to 
score yet an-
other goal.  
She scored 
six out of 
eight goals in 
yesterday’s 
game against 
Holton. 

Chad Campbell, 
third place finisher in 
the Masters Golf 
Tournament, blasts 
great sand shot.  
Campbell set a tour-
nament record when 
he shot 11 birdies in 
a single round. 
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game got called when the 
Chips took an 
11-0 lead. 
Senior leader 
Megan 
Medacco  said 
that the “we all 
played really 
well” and the 
afternoon was 
“good stuff.” 
The Chips 
next game 
takes place on 

By: Will Wahr 

    Thursday afternoon was 
a full day for both the Ma-
nistee High School baseball 
and Softball teams. They 
both had doubleheaders 
that lasted early into the 
spring evening. 

 The softball team 
played Mason County Cen-
tral down at the 1st St. 
beach field. The games 
ended very well for the 
Chippewas, with the first 
game ending with a 17-0 
mercy limit, and the second Monday, April 13, when 

they take on Kalkaska and 
then on Thursday against 
Cadillac.  

 The Baseball team 
had a slightly different after-
noon experience. Their first 
game started poorly and 
didn’t get much better. 
They were held scoreless 
and the mercy rule was 
implemented in the fifth 
ining. The second game 
went better, but the Chippe-

was stagnant offense was 
still unable to put up any 
runs and they lost 0-3. Sen-
ior Brandon Sandberg  
was very frustrated after 
the game, saying “this is 
bad. We didn’t play very 
well and we just let them 
walk all over us.”  The 
Chips next play Thursday, 
April 16th against Cadillac. 

���� �#
����� �#
����� �#
����� �#
�� ���

 
By: Greg Olsen 

 What are your hopes for the Detroit Tigers this sea son?  

Mr. Kapolka: Coach Josh and Ryan: Seniors Alex Rutherford: Freshman 

I had faith until last night 
(referring to loss against the 
Blue Jays). I’ll say 80-82. 

Josh: Over .500. They’re 
gonna go all the way and win 
the World Series. 

Ryan: They’re going to do bad. 
They’ll be under .500. They’ll 
miss the playoffs. 

They’re going to be good. 
Over .500. It’s gonna be sweet. 



By: Greg Olsen 

    Although Manistee 
hasn't dished out a 
Hollywood blockbuster 
star since James Earl 
Jones, the popular site 
"YouTube" has suc-
cessfully blessed our 
town with a cast of lo-
cal celebrities.  

    Much like Paul 
Purdy, whose online 
videos under the 
screen name "zakin" 
have swept the halls 
and been repeatedly 
watched by teachers 

and students alike, 
current MHS senior, 
Aaron Tabaska's, vid-
eos have all the poten-
tial to yield the same 
sort of success. Listed 
under the name, 
"dontcryboyz," Aaron's 
three short videos, 
where he yells out a 
random different high 
schooler’s name in a 
strange voice, are sure 
to make anyone bust at 
the sides with laughter 
and mimic the voices 
to yourself all day long. 

    If you get a few sec-

onds, check out these 
three links and treat to 
yourself to some 
chuckles. 

    Keep up the good 
work, Aaron! 
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http://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=Mm1DVDd
sOtM  

http://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=fXFDrAplA
xI&feature=related  

By: Alex Schaufele 

    The Apocalypse pre-
dicted?  That’s what the 
creators of Knowing seem 
to believe. 

    Knowing begins in 
1959 at an elementary 
school.  There they will 
bury a time capsule con-
taining pictures that the 
children attending the 
school had drawn and a 
list of numbers.  When 
the capsule is opened fifty 
years later that sheet of 
numbers becomes ex-
tremely important. 

    Nicolas Cage plays the 
films protagonist John 
Koestler who makes 
sense of the list of num-
bers that his son re-
ceived.  He sets himself 
the task of preventing 
what the numbers mean 
and ends of giving every-
thing for an eminent re-
sult. 

    Knowing had an inter-
esting plot and provided 
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fresh look on an ancient 
warning.  The special 
effects in the movie were 
excellently used and 
really well done. 

    However the final 
scene of the movie was 
over computer generated 
making it seem corny.   
The purpose of the final 
scene was meant to instill 
hope to the viewers upon 
their leaving the theaters.  
The ending was anticli-
mactic in comparison to 
the rest of the movie. 

    Rated PG-13, Knowing 
was released on March 
20th.  For more informa-
tion on the film go to 
http://knowing-
themovie.com/ . 

    While the frequent 
special effects in the 
movie were impressive 
and the plot was decent, 
the film lost its impact in 
the final scene.  For this I 
would give Knowing a 

C.  
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By: Kyle Bassett 

    Jim Carry has been the 
star of many comedies. 
His latest addition was 
Yes Man. This is a hilari-
ous movie with a lot of 
crude humor, but by the 
end it’s somewhat motiva-
tional. It’s a quality movie 
with clever humor and a 
good performance by the 
lead actor, Jim Carry. 

    The story centers 
around Carl Allen (Carry) 
character who is has 
been depressed since his 
wife left him a few years 
prior. He becomes antiso-
cial, staying home to 
watch movies every night 
and refusing to answer 
his phone. Every day 

seems to be stuck on 
repeat. 

    His life turns around 
with a chance encounter 
with an old high school 
friend who informs Allen 
of a motivational support 
group. After attending a 
meeting, Allen begins to 
say yes to everything, 
bringing him luck and 
happiness. Eventually he 
discovers the conse-
quences of “yes.” 

    Yes Man offers a lot of 
laughs for its audience. 
Jim Carry delivers a solid 
performance, as do the 
supporting actors. Be-
sides all the crude jokes, 
the movie gives a moti-
vating method. Everyone 

who sees 
this movie 
will learn 
to say 
“yes” and 
take 
chances. 

A- 
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Star Wars  

By: Zack Miller 

     Star Wars is a futuris-
tic, action-packed space 
drama. This 1977 film 
follows the quest of a 
young hero, Luke Sky-
walker (Mark Hamill) and 
the Jedi Master, Obi-Wan 
Kenobi (Alec Guinness), 
as they team up to rescue 
the Princess Leia (Carrie 
Fisher) from the Evil Em-
peror, Darth Vader (David 
Prowse). 

    Luke, a water farmer, 
works for his Uncle 
Owen, until he gets in-
volved with rescuing the 
Princess after meeting 
two robots, C3PO and 
R2D2. These two were 
entrusted by the Princess 
with holographic blue-
prints to a giant space-
station that Darth Vader 
desires to control. Luke, 
Han Solo, and Obi-Wan 
go on a journey to restore 

justice to the galaxy. 

    Star Wars, despite 
being the first movie re-
leased in the Star Wars 
Series, was renamed Star 
Wars Episode IV: A New 
Hope in order to corre-
spond with its several 
prequels and sequels.  

    The special effects, 
terrific screenplay, and 
intense action make Star 
Wars a must-see movie 
that can take you back "a 
long time ago in a galaxy 
far, far away". It is rated 
PG and runs approxi-
mately 124 minutes.         

 A 
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By: Corey Ernst 

  The 1997 re-
lease, Face/Off, directed 
by John Woo and starring 
John Travolta and Nicolas 
Cage is about how far 
one FBI agent (Travolta) 
will go to stop the terrorist 
(Cage) who killed his son. 
This hard-core action film 
filled with numerous plot 
twists, very solid acting, 
and intense action is 
about these two charac-
ters’ final Face/Off. 

 This movie is a 
very good movie for any 
of the sci-fi / action / 
thriller fans out there. If 
you’re a person who does 
not like this type of movie, 
chances are you will 
probably be just waiting 
for the end of the movie. 
For the people who do 
love well-done special 
effects, intense shoot-
outs, and a little bit of a 
touch of sci-fi you’re in for 
a treat. 

B+ 



By: Will Wahr 

    Stunt, released in 
1998, was the fifth full 
length album and fourth 
studio album by the 
Barenaked Ladies. It was 
by far their most success-
ful album, selling over 4 
million units by the end of 
its chart run and reached 
#3 on the U.S charts. 
There were four recorded 

singles in the album, in-
cluding: “One Week,” “It’s 
All Been Done,” “Alcohol,” 
and “Call and Answer.” 
This is a decent album, 
with a few breakout 
songs, but its lacking in 
certain areas. The band 
itself has a very unusual 
style and may not be liked 
by the general public. 

C+ 
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By: Will Wahr and Zack Miller 
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By: Greg Olsen 

     Even if you aren't a fan 
of alternative rock music 
with heavy felt lyrics, the 
story behind the success 
of the Georgia rooted 
band, The Manchester 
Orchestra, is sure to 
please. 

    A band based around 
the ingenuity of musical 
genius, Andy Hull, during 
his junior year of his high 
school, the five members 
of the group came to-
gether naturally after 
growing up in the same 
neighborhood in Atlanta. 
With the average age of 
the group being eighteen, 
the band incorporated the 
lyrics and music written by 
Hull, who elected to be 
home schooled his senior 
year to focus on writing 
music and becoming a 
better musician. 

    "It was something my 
parents had always talked 
to me about, but I never 
chose to do," said Hull, 
during an interview in 
2008 for Spinner maga-
zine. "My mom was al-
ways really supportive of 
my musical aspirations, 
and knew it was the only 
thing I planned on doing 
when I got older. When I 
fourteen she dropped me 
off at a bar in Atlanta and 
let me see a Death Cab 
for Cutie concert. When it 

got over and she picked 
me up I told her I was 
going to make music 
when I got older, and she 
never questioned it." 

    Early in their careers 
while finishing school, 
Jonathan Corley, 
Jeremiah Edmond, Chris 
Freeman, Robert McDow-
ell and Hull recorded an 
album entitled, Nobody 
Sings Anymore, but never 
released it due to a shift in 
the band's musical direc-
tion and personal changes 
by members during the 
recording. According to 
the group, "the band that 
made the record was dif-
ferent to the band now." 
Some of the tracks from 
that album were later used 
and released on the 
group's first EP, You 
Brainstorm, I Brainstorm, 
but Brilliance Needs a 
Good Editor. 

    With little recognition 
and only a love of music 
on their side, the five 
young men continued 
recording, and eventually 
released their debut al-
bum, "I'm like a Virgin 
Losing a Child," nation-
wide in 2007. The modest 
success of the religious 
based album gained the 
attention of producers 
throughout the music in-
dustry, and led to the 
group's signing with Can-

vasback Records. 
After each taking out 
excessive loans 
originally intended 
for college, the five 
split from Atlanta, 
and started a self 
led year long nation-
wide tour to gain 
attention. Although 
slow to start, the 
group landed a spot 
on the lineup at the 

2007 Lollapalooza Music 
Festival in Chicago, which 
helped sparked later ap-
pearances on Late Night 
with Conan O'Brien, The 
Late Show with David 
Letterman, and featured 
tracks on the WB show, 
Gossip Girl. 

    In 2008, the group re-
leased their second EP, 
"Let My Pride Be What's 
Left Behind," under their 
own recording label, 
"Favorite Gentleman," 
claiming that creating their 
own label would only save 
them money in the long 
run. The band continued 
to do both UK and US 
tours with other Indie 
groups including, Brand 
New and Kevin Devine, 
while doing a second per-
formance at the 2008 Lol-
lapalooza Festival.  

    Currently, the group is a 
word recording their sec-
ond LP entitled, "Mean 
Everything to Nothing," 
while Hull has released 
two solo albums under the 
performing name, "Right 
Away, Great Captain."  

    "All of the songs (the 
band) has ever produced 
have strong religious 
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based lyrics, but I never 
hope to be labeled as a 
"Christian Rock" band," 
commented Hull, during 
an interview for the Inter-
face. "When I think of 
Christian Rock bands, I 
think of bad music, and I 
hope people don't think of 
us that way. My dad and 
grandfather were both 
priests and a lot of my 
songs focus on my search 
for what I believed, and 
what I wanted to believe, 
and what they'd taught 
me." 

    Unlike a lot of groups, 
The Manchester Orches-
tra have always appeared 
to be a group that cared 
more about their music 
and making it their way 
instead of immediate suc-
cess.  

    Hull stated the group’s 
initiative best by saying, 
"You can do whatever you 
want, but at the end of 
day, all the people should 
care about is what they 
hear." 

www.themanchesterorche
stra.com  

www.myspace.com/music
/themachesterorchester  



Watching the sun fall be-
hind the Appalachian 
Mountains, getting up and 
leaving a Cracker Barrel 
to walk one hundred 
yards to an all you can 
eat Kentucky Fried 
Chicken, doing commu-
nity cross word puzzles, 
and passing out only to 
wake up at the main rest 
stop in Florida to be 
greeted by a shot of or-
ange juice and an addi-
tional nine hour drive be-
come the things that de-
fine your trip, and make it 

worth while when it’s all 
done. 

 No matter where 
you are, you can always 
find comfort knowing that 
you’re welcome anywhere 
in the country that equally 
belongs to everyone else. 
You should all take the 
chance sometime in your 
life to take a road trip 
anywhere, and experi-
ence all the emotions, 
moments and angst’s 
that’ll happen along the 
way.  
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pacifists.  

    We have heard the say-
ing that “Freedom ain’t free” 
so many times that it has 
lost all of its power, and is 
now just another hollow 
phrase found on millions of 
bumper-stickers from sea 
to shining sea. So many 
people, especially those in 
my generation, do under-
stand that if you are not 
willing to stand up for what 
you want, you will lose it.  

    This has left America as 
a pacifist country, quickly 
headed to a system gov-
erned by greed and petty 
ignorance. An America 
unwilling to fight for its heri-
tage, the freest society on 
Earth, has allowed our free-
doms and rights to be 
slowly, but steadily, 
stripped away from us. We 
have even begun to lose 
our most fundamental right, 
the right to remain stupid. 

    The American people 
have allowed Uncle Sam to 
take away their right to 
make dumb choice. It is 

By: Corey Ernst 

     America has been 
known for centuries as the 
“Land of Free and the 
Home of the Brave,” but if 
someone looks at our coun-
try now, it’s hard to call the 
US that now with a straight 
face. 

    Is America the Home of 
the Brave anymore? I’ll tell 
you what I see when I look 
at our country. I see a 
once-brave country whose 
courage is steadily disap-
pearing, being replaced by 
a society of cowards. We 
have degraded from people 
willing to fight for freedom, 
to a society of pathetic 

now illegal to ride in a car 
without a seatbelt or ride a 
motorcycle without a hel-
met. Guns, ammunition, 
alcohol, and tobacco prod-
ucts come with ridiculously 
heavy taxes, in order to 
prevent people from using 
them.  

    No one can deny that it 
is dumb to go without a 
seatbelt, or ride a motorcy-
cle without a helmet. Every-
one knows that it is danger-
ous to use tobacco and get 
completely wasted every 
night when did America 
give up the right to make 
these decisions without 
good old Uncle Sam stick-
ing his grimy little hands 
where they don’t belong.  

    By allowing the govern-
ment to regulate things 
such as seatbelts, helmets, 
and tobacco as they do, we 
are really saying to the gov-
ernment that we are not 
responsible enough to de-
cided what we want to do, 
so we need big brother to 
tell us how to live our lives.  

    If our country was really 
the land of the free would 
there be limitation such as 
these abundant as they 
are? Shouldn’t Americans 
have the right to remain 
stupid? Even though it is 
dangerous to go without a 
helmet while riding a motor-
cycle, why shouldn’t people 
be allowed to endanger 
their own lives? It’s their 
lives, so shouldn’t it be their 
choice whether or not they 
want to risk putting it to an 
early end? 

    Should people use a 
seatbelt? Yes, of course. 
Should the government 
force people to use it 
though? Absolutely not. 
Personally I am insulted 
that my government thinks 
it can tell me what to do for 
no good reason. You 
should be insulted that your 
government thinks that you 
are too stupid to make your 
own decisions in life.  

    I want to keep my most 
important right; I want the 
right to remain stupid. 
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