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events. The Astronomy team, consist-
ing of Kyle Bassett  and Trent 
Schmeiling , took gold. Seth Schnei-
der  and Kyle Bassett got 1st in disease 
detectives. Matt Moehring  and Shane 
Linke got gold in Trajectory. Trent 
Schmeiling and Avery Bell won 1st in 
Remote Sensing. MHS got 1st in Pic-
ture This with Laura Lindgren , Becky 
Cameron , and Patrick Meaghar . 
Becky Cameron and Matt Moehring 
won gold in Junkyard Challenge. Pat-
rick Meagher and Bonnie Greene  won 
in Herpetology. Laura Lindgren and 

����������������������

�������������������

Volume 3   Issue 2 Wednesday, Mar. 25th  

Feature Story 1-2 Sports 6-7 

Beyond Manistee 3 Entertainment 8-9 

Student Life 4-5 Opinions 10-12 

the film industry to Michi-
gan, the state put big tax 
incentives in place last 
April. Statesmen are hoping 
that the growing industry 
offer jobs to Michiganians.  

    In response to a larger 
film industry, Michigan col-
leges are offering new 
classes and career opportu-
nities to students. 3,000 
jobs have already been 
created.  

Casey Krolewicz  won in Health 
Science. The Experimental De-
sign team with Seth Schneider, 
Casey Krolewicz, and Chris Eng-
strom  won 1st. Avery Bell and 
Mike Madden  won in Elevated 
Bridge. Chris Engstrom and Trent 
Schmeiling won in Electric Vehi-
cle. Casey Krolewicz and Shane 
Linke won gold in Egg-O-Naut. 
The 13th gold went to Kyle Bas-
sett and Brian Fisk in Ecology. 

    The events took place on Sat-
urday March 21 at Mid Michigan Col-
lege. It was also the regional event for 
the Manistee Middle School Science 
Olympiad team, who also won first. 
Between now and the state competi-
tion, the Science Olympiad team will 
be working hard so that they can prove 
themselves to be the best in the state. 
The state championship is held at 
Michigan State University. Nearly 50 
teams participate from all over the 
state for high school and middle 
school. 
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By: Kyle Bassett 

    Last weekend was the 
regional competition for 
the Manistee Science 
Olympiad team. Through 
hard work and practice, 
Manistee won top medals 
in many of the events. 
Manistee High School 
earned the overall first 
place spot out of six 
schools, once again mov-
ing on to the state com-
petition.  

    Manistee High School has gone to 
the state competition for the past few 
years, and that streak is not broken. 
The 6th place team was Benzie Central 
High School, 5th was Gladwin High 
School, Bear Lake High School came 
in 4th, Manistee Catholic Central in 3rd, 
Cadillac High School in 2nd, and MHS 
in 1st.  

    In individual events Manistee had a 
whopping 13 1st places out of 23 

By: Kyle Bassett 

    The productions of Hollywood seem 
so foreign and just being there is a 
different experience. But recently the 
film industry has been coming to Michi-
gan for various reasons. To accommo-
date Michigan’s growing industry, in-
centives have been put in place and 
colleges are offering new opportuni-
ties. 

    In the past few years filmmakers 
have been leaving California. To bring 
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By: Zack Miller 

     President Obama 
made his first domestic 
security decision in an-
nouncing that soon he will 
be sending US troops, 
federal agents, and sev-
eral other security officials 
to the border of the 
United States and Mexico 
to control drug smuggling. 
Drugs aren't Obama's 
only concern in this case. 
He believes that securing 
the border will also stop 
illegal exchanges of 
weapons and money. 

    "The illegal drug ex-

change between the 
United States and Mexico 
has been an ongoing 
saga that I'm ready to 
slow down," President 
Obama said. Since 
George Bush's first term 
in 2000, it's estimated 
that 275 metric tons of 
heroin per year were 
smuggled into the US 
over the Mexican border. 
Of those 275 metric tons, 
border security was able 
to seize about 36 metric 
tons per year. It's also 
estimated that 9,400 met-
ric tons of marijuana have 
been exchanged between 
the United States and 
Mexico annually since 
2000. Security on both 
sides of the border seized 
about 2,900 metric tons 
annually. 

    Janet Napolitano, the 
Secretary of Homeland 

Security, was appointed 
by Obama to come up 
with a plan for the border 
involving cracking down 
on cartel related activity. 
According to Napolitano's 
plan, there will be stricter 
search and seizure rules 
as far as vehicle 
searches. Also, any illegal 
weapons that are found 
will be traced back to their 
source and the arms-
dealers will be arrested.  

    "This plan is going to 
call for cooperation," said 
Napolitano. She hopes 
that in response to her 
plan, Mexico will also 
increase its security 
measures at the border to 
bring illegal exchanges to 
a halt. Obama's plan will 
shift gears from that of 
the Bush Administration. 
"The US is focusing not 
only on the threat of ter-

rorists overseas," Obama 
said. The gears are be-
ginning to shift from a 
strictly terrorism based 
policy, to a more wide-
spread plan.  

    "It's important that we 
keep focused on further 
threats to our country 
other than just terrorist 
activity," said Secretary of 
State, Hilary Clinton. This 
also marks Clinton's first 
major act under the 
Obama administration. 
Fighting terrorism will not 
be discontinued, but 
America will broaden it's 
focus. Obama is expected 
to announce his plan 
early in the week. From 
there, he hopes that drug 
trafficking will begin to 
make more major busts at 
the border so we don't 
have a bigger problem 
here at home.  
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By: Alex Schaufele 

    Hallway fistfight, not at 
South Oak Cliff High 
School in Dallas Texas 
where disputes are set-
tled the old fashioned 
way—in a cage fight.   

    The high school’s re-
cords show that those 
cage fights took place 
between 2003 and 2005.  
The fights were sanc-
tioned by the school’s 
former principal and other 
staff members.   

    Frank Hammond, for-
mer counselor at SOCHS 
that is now working at a 
middle school, states that 
“it was gladiator-style 
entertainment for the 
staff.” 

    The cage fights took 
place in the boy’s basket-

ball locker room in an 
area enclosed “by wire 
mesh and metal lockers” 
states The Dallas Morn-
ing News. The space was 
used to have problem 
students settle their differ-
ences.  It is unknown how 
many fights took place. 

    The principal at the 
time of the fights was 
Donald Moten.  He denies 
that anything happened in 
the locker room.  Moten 
states that he never did 
anything to stop the fights 
because “it never hap-
pened.” 

    His statement has 
been refuted in evidence 
found by investigators 
where Moten told staff to 
place two students “in the 
cage and let ’em duke it 
out.”  Moten resigned 
during a prior investiga-
tion over grade changing 
and unauthorized fund-
raising for the boys bas-
ketball team. 

    The cages existence 
was kept from the media 
before now due to the 
staff and others within the 
school.  The South Oak 
Cliff High School now has 
a new principal that has 
“cleaned up that whole 
school” according to the 
superintendent Michael 
Hinojosa.  
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By: Kyle Bassett 

    Mosquitoes 
could possibly be 
one of the most 
annoying things 
about summer. 
They also can 
spread diseases 
such as the West 
Nile Virus and ma-
laria. Rocket scien-
tists are now de-
veloping a high 
tech mosquito kil-
ler. 

    Scientists in 
Seattle are using 
technology and 
concepts used in 
the Cold War and 
bringing them closer to 
home. In the 80’s a laser 
defense system was de-
veloped to shoot down 

enemy ICBMs. The new 
mosquito killer, dubbed 
the Weapon of Mosquito 

Destruction, will use the 
same concept. The high 
tech bug zapper will focus 

concentrated laser 
beams to burn the 
wings off and fry the 
body. The system will 
lock onto the audio 
frequency of the mos-
quito’s beating wings. 

    The scientists hope 
to decrease the spread 
of deadly disease and 
make the mosquito 
less of a public threat. 
Jordin Kare, an astro-
physicist working on 
the project says "We'd 
be delighted if we de-
stabilize the human-
mosquito balance of 
power." It can com-
monly be agreed that 
warm summer nights 

would be more pleasant 
with less of our buzzing 
little friends. 

By: Will Wahr 

    The federal court has 
thrown out a lawsuit that is 
aimed at keeping a deadly 
disease for fish out of Lake 
Superior. Four groups 
brought the lawsuit to 
many agencies to take 
initiative against the spread 
of this disease, Viral Hem-
orrhagic Septicemia, com-
monly known as VHS. This 
disease has been spotted 
in all of the Great Lakes 
except for Lake Superior 
as of now, and it is be-
lieved that the disease will 
spread due to fish being 
sucked up in the ballast 
water of ships. If this dis-
ease reaches Lake Supe-
rior, it could easily jump to 
more inland waters and 
destroy the area’s fishing 
industry. 

    The disease itself 

causes fish to have bulg-
ing eyes, bloated stom-
achs, and in some cases, 
large red blotches all over 
their bodies. There have 
been many major fish kills 
in the Great Lakes that 
have been blamed on 
VHS. The disease affects 
many Great Lakes fish 
species, including the 
northern pike, Walleye, 
and freshwater drum. 
Daryl Bathel, the retired 
overseer of the DNR cold 
water hatcheries, says 
that fish have “never been 
exposed to this,” and 
“they’re very susceptible 
to it. And there’s going to 
be die-offs that occur 
when there’s a pathogen 
that’s here and a stress 
that would cause an out-
break of disease to hap-
pen.” He went on to 
stress the importance of 
keeping the pathogen out 

of Lake Su-
perior. 

    As for the 
court case, 
U.S District 
Judge 
James 
Rosenbaum 
threw out the 
lawsuit last 
week, saying 
that the 
groups that 
presented 
the information lacked the 
right to sue because the 
disease has not yet 
reached Lake Superior 
and no harm is currently 
being done. Many people 
involved in presenting the 
information are ready to 
appeal the court’s deci-
sion. Currently, the Na-
tional Park Service is in 
cooperation with Minne-
sota’s Grand Portage 

Chippewa band in an 
effort to defend the Lake 
from being invested with 
VHS disease. This dis-
ease, if allowed to 
spread, will put many 
fishers in Michigan and 
Minnesota out of busi-
ness, while also corrupt-
ing the ecosystems of 
many Great Lake aquatic 
animals. 
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By: Alex Schaufele 

    MHS art students par-
ticipated in another re-
gional art show at North-
western University in 
Traverse City in addition 
to the WSCC Art exhibit 
and competition.  This 
regional invitational in-
cludes 20 different high 
schools which really 
raises the bar on the ar-
tistic talents present 
there.   

    The fact that the show 
is an invitational means 
that significant pieces are 
juried into the show which 
is a huge honor and ac-

complishment to have 
happen.  Out of ten 
pieces that MHS sent to 
the regional 5 were juried 
in.  Those pieces fell un-
der the categories paint-
ing, drawing/graphic illus-
tration, and digital photog-
raphy. 

    The students whose 
works were juried in un-
der the painting category 
were Art Marshall and 
Jessica Schimke . In 
drawing/graphic illustra-
tion Art Marshall and 
Thomas Bond had 
pieces juried in.  Jacob 
Garwood had a piece 
juried in under digital pho-

tography.  Art Marshall 
received 2nd place in the 
painting category.   

   All of the students 
faced stiff competition 
competing against high 
schools like Interlochen. 
Those who were juried 
in were competing with 
600 other juried in 
pieces.  MHS has been 
taking less artwork to 
the regional because, 
according to Mrs. Erbel, 
“students don’t have 
time to finish their 
works” due to the 
switch from semester to 
trimester. 
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By: Zack Miller 

     Spring break is a time 
for relaxation and leaving 
all of your troubles behind 
for a week of fun. People 
often flock to warm 
beaches or busy cities to 
forget the pressures of 
school and work. A spring 
break trip doesn’t have to 
be arranged months in 
advance to be enjoyable. 
In fact, an enjoyable and 
unforgettable spring 
break can be quickly 
planned.  

    For those Spring 
Breakers looking to travel, 
with the help of today’s 
travel agencies, a vaca-
tion can be arranged at 
the spur of the moment. 
In fact, some travel agen-
cies such as Expedia or 
Travelocity can even offer 
special deals for vacation 
packages. For example, 
through www.orbitz.com, 

a round trip plane ticket 
from Grand Rapids to Los 
Angeles costs only 
$306.00.  There are 
plenty fun options for 
break. 

    Another great option 
for any high schoolers 
looking to do something 
over spring break, is tour-
ing a college. It’s 
never too early to 
check out a cam-
pus. It really pays 
off when it comes 
time to apply for 
colleges when you 
have a general 
idea of size and 
campus. It also 
gets you out of 
town for a day or 
two. Possibly the 
biggest perk to 
touring is that it is 
free. Anybody can 
walk around a 
college for a day 

free of charge. I would 
highly recommend this for 
anybody in high school. 

    If you’re not going any-
where for break, try to 
take advantage of all your 
time at home. Being 
home isn’t a bad thing. It 
gives you a whole week 
to catch up on sleep, ex-
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ercise, take a walk, spend 
time with friends, or just 
relax in general. Spring 
time means great weather 
and sunny days. Get out-
side and enjoy you’re 
stress free time off of 
school. Have fun and be 
safe.     

 

Sarah Watkins’ first place 
WSCC Plasma Rifle.  
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By: Will Wahr 

    On Tuesday, March 24, 
the Manistee and Benzie 
Honors band will be held 
here at Manistee High 
School. This event gives 
selected students from 
around the area a chance 
to show off their musical 
talent. Students will meet 
each other on Tuesday 
morning around 9am, 
where they will also meet 
the special guest conduc-
tor for the day, Mr.9don’t 
have his name). There 
will then be about a six-
hour practice session, 
where students will learn 
and perfect, to the best of 
their abilities, four differ-
ent pieces of music. After 

the practice is done 
and the students 
have changed into 
their uniforms, a 
7p.m concert will be 
held that is open to 
the public. 

    I had a chance to 
talk to Mrs. Cindy 
Swan-Eagan, direc-
tor of bands at Ma-
nistee High School, 
and she told me 
that the Honors 
Band is” (needs a 
quote)” This is an 
exciting and entic-
ing opportunity for 
all of the students 
involved, and it 
should be an amaz-
ing concert. 
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By: Mallory Barkholz 

What are your Spring Break Plans or destinations?  

Freshman Junior Senior Teacher 

“I am going to Wash-
ington DC with my 

family.  We are going 
to check out all the 
cool museums and 

Arlington Cemetery.” 

 

-Allie Harton 

“I am going to Gatlin-
burg, TN for Spring 

Break this year.” 

 

 

 

- Jon Nesberg 

“I am going to visit 
Michigan Tech for a 

few days, since that is 
the college I plan on 

attending.” 

 

 

-Seth Schneider 

“I am going to Fort 
Lauderdale Beach 

with Family.” 

 

 

 

-Mr. Bennett 
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have the regular slolam and 
giant slolam, as well as 
"downhill" and "super giant 
slolam". The downhill event 
is possibly the highest risk 
race. During downhill, ski-
ers reach top speeds and 
often times, the course 
includes a jump. Super 
giant slolam is a faster-
paced version of giant 
slolam.  

 Out of the four events, 
both Paine and Kenny 
shined in the Super Giant 
Slolam. Out of 70 competi-
tors, Kenny came in 13th 
place overall and Paine 
came in 18th. At that level 
of competition, the caliber 
of the athletes is extra high. 
All of those girls eat, drink, 
and breathe skiing," said 
Coach Totch. "Nathalie and 
Andrea just showed that 
they can perform at that 
level". 

    "I am very excited that I 

By: Zack Miller 

     Every year, the most 
talented young skiers are 
showcased at the Junior 
Olympics in Vail, Colorado. 
This year, two freshmen, 
Nathalie Kenny and An-
drea Paine , qualified for 
the JOs. They just recently 
returned from a week long 
trip to Vail. This isn't Kenny 
or Paine's first time to the 
Junior Olympics. This was 
Kenny's third time and 
Paine's second time experi-
encing Junior Olympic com-
petition. 

    "It was definitely a fun 
time," said Kenny. "We 
both skied VERY fast," she 
added with a laugh. The 
Junior Olympic competition 
is different from regular 
high school races. In high 
school skiers compete in 
two events, slalom or giant 
slolam.  The JOs consist of 
four different events. They 

got to go show-
case my best 
skiing," Paine 
said. "I really owe 
a lot to my coach, 
Dan Janowiak. 
He's pushed me 
to do my best," 
she added. Paine 
and Kenny are 
two very talented 
skiers. They both 
recieved All State 
honors as fresh-
men. They've 
both recieved 
excellent coach-
ing between Dick 
Totch and Dan 
Janowiak. "What 
can I say about 
those two?" Totch 
asked jokingly. 
"They are quite impres-
sive". Thanks to a good 
blend of talent, coaching, 
and hard work, Manistee is 
home of two Junior Olympic 
atheletes. 

 

 

 

  

Nathalie Kenny and 
Andrea Paine at the 
Junior Olympics. 
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By: Will Wahr 

    On Tuesday, the Ma-
nistee Forensics team 
competed at the district 
tournament in Scottville. 
The team fared quite well, 
with four members mov-
ing on to the regional 
tournament, with an addi-
tional two members quali-
fying as alternates. Coach 
Eric Thuemmel  was very 
proud of his team and 
how they performed. 
“They did all right. . . Paul 
moved on by the skin of 
his teeth, but he moved 
on.” Team member Cam-
eron DeCillis  said that 
“it’s fun to move on to the 
regional level, even 
though I’m only an alter-
nate.” The regional tour-

nament will be held on 
April 18th in Midland.  

    Jordan O'Hagan  - 
Informative Speaking - 
2nd place 

    Christian Parkes  - 
News Broadcasting - 3rd 

place 

    Corey Ernst  - Oratory 
- 3rd place 

    Paul Purdy  - Dramatic 
Interpretation - 3rd place 

    Cameron DeCillis  - 

Oratory - 4th place 
(Alternate) 

    Ariel Tomaszewski  - 
Dramatic Interpretation - 
4th place (Alternate) 
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head coach, Mike 
Shanahan. Cutler was re-
ported as saying he was, 
“offended,” that a thirty-two 
year old first year coach 
would immediately look to 
change the flow of his 
team, and was reconsider-
ing his trust of the new 
coach.  

      Although McDaniels 
denied his claims of ever 
hoping to obtain Castle to 
replace Cutler were true, 
Cutler responded by being 
a no show to the first week 
of training camp, and told 
the franchise he would like 
a trade.  

      One of many teams in 
the hunt of negotiating for 
the young strong armed 
quarterback is Detroit, who, 
after last season’s NFL 
worst 0-16 record, could 
use the leadership of a 
young experienced quarter-
back. Detroit would most 
likely have to give up their 
first over-all pick in the first 

Denver Star 
Quarter-Back 
Looking to Go; 
Detroit an Option 
By: Greg Olsen 

      Denver Bronco’s star 
quarter-back, Jay Cutler, 
has reportedly asked to be 
traded due to confronta-
tions concerning, first year 
head coach, Josh 
McDaniels.  

     The feud was suppos-
edly sparked by McDaniels 
claim that Denver would be 
interested in acquiring for-
mer Patriots’ back-up quar-
terback, Matt Castle, after 
his success this past sea-
son. McDaniels, who 
served as Patriots’ Offen-
sive Coordinator last sea-
son with Castle, took over 
the Bronco’s head coaching 
position before the end of 
the regular season, after 
the team fired long time 

round of this year’s draft to 
land Cutler in Detroit, but 
would still have another late 
pick in the first round to 
compensate the loss.  

      Other teams that have 
shown an 
interest in 
Cutler are 
Minnesota, 
Chicago, 
Tampa 
Bay, and 
New Jer-
sey, who 
could all 
offer bigger 
rewards for 
the pro-
bowl quar-
terback.  

       Land-
ing Cutler 
would be a 
definite 
step in the 
right direc-
tion for 
Detroit’s 
Current 

rebuilding period. Cutler 
would join an up-incoming 
cast of offensive stars in-
cluding, wide receiver, Cal-
vin Johnson, and running 
back, Kevin Smith.  

By: Greg Olsen 

Teachers vs. Students 
 

 

The All-knowing Mr. 
Bennett 

Tim Jensen Jeff Howard Andrew Beldo 

MSU, Louisville, Syra-
cuse, NCU, Villanova, 
Pitts, Purdue, Memphis 

Same as Mr. Bennett MSU, Arizona, Syracuse, 
N. Carolina, Duke, Xavier, 
Purdue, Memphis  

MSU, Louisville, Syracuse, 
N. Carolina, Duke, Pitts, 

Purdue, Memphis  

#��� �
$�#��� �
$�#��� �
$�#��� �
$�� ���

Michigan State vs. Kansas 

Louisville vs. Arizona 

Syracuse vs. Oklahoma 

N. Carolina vs. Gonzaga 

Duke vs. Villanova 

Pittsburgh vs. Xavier 

 Connecticut vs. Purdue 

Missouri vs. Memphis 
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There is an increasing 
demand for workers 
trained in film production 
and behind the scenes 
jobs. Colleges that al-
ready have theater 
classes are changing 
them to better suit jobs in 
the film industry. Many 
community colleges are 

now offering short term 
film classes to get stu-
dents on the set. 

    The effects of the film 
industry are even being 
felt locally. West Shore 
Community College is 
one of those offering new 
film classes. Each student 

spends about 20 hours a 
week in just that class. In 
the past week, students in 
this class visited Manistee 
and local areas to prac-
tice their film production 
skills.  

    It is a sure thing that 
Michigan is attracting 

Hollywood filmmakers. 
Film production jobs are 
increasing in demand. 
This field wouldn’t be a 
bad bet for high school 
students who haven’t 
decided on a career yet. 

By: Greg Olsen 

       While skimming day-
trotter.com last night, I 
found a new band that 
caught my attention- 
Princeton.  

      Unlike many of the 
other bands I’ve covered, 
Princeton has yet to re-
lease a full length album 
or even make notable 
headway in the modern 
music community. For 
about a half an hour last 
night I repeatedly listened 
to Princeton’s recently 
released four track EP, 
Bloomsbury, and was 
pleasantly impressed with 
the bands sound. 

       Self described as, 
“true back-ground driving 
music,” Princeton’s even-

tual creation 
came by 
complete 
accident dur-
ing a year 
long aca-
demic stay in 
London, in 
the fall of 
2005. Key 
members, 
brothers 
Jesse and 
Matt Kivel 
and Ben 

Usen, reunited in London 
after splitting ways years 
before for college. Con-
nected through a mutual 
love of music, the three 
decided to form a group 
and begin playing local 
shows throughout the 
London area.  

       Due to the 
high shipping 
costs on instru-
ments overseas, 
the three were 
forced to perform 
live with a limited 
musical set up. 
Instead of making 
of them falter, the 
last of equipment 
only forced them 
to mature and 
develop an always 
solid live act. After 
forming a small 

fan base throughout Lon-
don, the three returned 
home to LA in 2007 to 
resume recording and 
become a full time band.  

       Bloomsbury EP is 
unlike any other collection 
of songs I’ve listened to 
quite some time. The 
group described the moti-
vation behind the tracks 
as, “a collection of songs, 
based on the lives of four 
members of the influential 
Bloomsbury intellectual 
collective of the early 20th 
century” (primarily Vir-
ginia Woolfe, Leonard 
Woolfe, John Maynard 
Keynes, and Lynton 
Stachney… they evidently 
were very influential in 
20th century Europe).  

Much like the original 
group that shaped litera-
ture, aesthetics, criticism, 
and economics forever, 
Princeton’s music feels 
like an eye opening 
sound of change.  

       Despite being around 
for almost four years, 
Princeton is still widely 
unknown but growing in 
fame. For more informa-
tion on the group or 
places to hear their latest 
EP, check out:  
http://daytrotter.com/articl
e/1624/princeton 

http://profile.myspace.co
m/index.cfm?fuseaction=
user.viewProfile&friendID
=23216805  
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 By: Corey Ernst 

    One of the biggest as-
pects of our Michigander 
heritage is our under-
standing and affiliation 
with the outdoors. This is 
why many people find 
Patrick McManus so en-
tertaining. He is an out-
door comedian, writing 
humorous outdoor-related 
short stories.  

    Many of the people 
who have heard of him 
probably read his work in 
magazines Outdoor Life 
and Field and Stream, 
among many others, he 
regularly writes the pieces 
found at the end of some 
of their issues.  

    He has compiled these 
short stories into 16 
books which he has been 
publishing since the 70’s. 
One of the great things 
about his writing is that, 
although it is usually out-
door themed, it is also 
very accessible to every-
one who knows how to 
read, even if they aren’t 
the most avid outdoors-
man. 

    A combination of funny 
childhood memories sea-
soned with a little splash 
of exaggeration, humor-
ous views on all kinds of 
topics and issues, and a 
down-to-earth writing 
style make McManus’s 
work truly a treat to read.  

    If you are 
interested in 
trying out some 
of his works, 
there are many 
books available 
in the school 
library and even 
more available 
in the public 
library. Some of 
his stories are 
also available 
to be read 
online. A favor-
ite of many, 
titled The Modi-
fied Stationary 
Panic can be 
found here. 

By: Corey Ernst 

V for Vendetta 

     The 2006 film V for 
Vendetta, is a great film. 
Starring Hugo Weaving 
as the vigilante known as 
V and 
Natalie 
Portman 
as Evey, 
an em-
ployee for 
a British 
television 
news net-
work in a 
Britain run 
by a cor-
rupt totali-
tarian gov-
ernment. It 
is revealed 
in the 
movie that 
V has suffered greatly in 
the hands of the govern-
ment as he seeks his 
revenge through revolu-

tion. 

    V for Vendetta is defi-
nitely a great movie. Al-
though I was not a reader 
of the original graphic 
novels, it was very easy 

to keep up 
with what 
was going 
on. It fea-
tures a per-
fect balance 
of action 
and thought 
provoking 
ideas and 
dialogue.  I 
highly rec-
ommend 
this movie 
to anyone 
who has not 
seen it. 

A 

By: Will Wahr 

Training Day 

    Training Day is a film 
that shows the corrupted 
nature of Los Angeles 
narcotics detectives. The 
film fol-
lows 
rookie 
LAPD 
officer 
Jake Hoyt 
(Ethan 
Hawke) 
on his first 
day with 
his new 
division, 
run by 
detective 
Alonzo 
Harris 
(Denzel 
Washing-
ton). Hoyt is then over-
whelmed by the shady 
dealings and horrific ac-
tions that he sees his 

superior officer doing, 
and it then becomes his 
mission to bring Harris to 
justice. Directed by An-
toine Fuqua and staring 
Denzel Washington and 
Ethan Hawke (both nomi-

nated for 
Academy 
Awards, 
with Wash-
ington win-
ning), 
Training 
Day is an 
intense film 
that keeps 
its viewers 
on the 
edge of 
their seats 
and con-
tinually 
wanting 
more. 

Training Day is rated R 
and is 122min. long.      

    A 



By: Alex Schaufele 

    Teenagers fight their way 
through the pressures of 
every other person around 
them, in attempt to discover 
themselves.  Few manage 
to accomplish the task.  
They are, in their own 
minds, forced to choose 
between what is popular, 
what their friends want, and 
deep down what they actu-

ally want. 
    They fear realizing that 
what they like might not be 
what their friends like.  By 
fearing how others will per-

ceive them people, espe-
cially youth, manipulate 
themselves to become 
what they believe that eve-
rybody else wants them to 
be. 

    So why do we put up 
with what we think people 
want?  We do it because 
we are afraid of what we 
really want.  Seriously who 
wants to be the weird kid 
that dresses funny and 
says what they think even if 
they sound stupid in the 
process.  I mean really who 
wants to be able to stick to 
their own convictions with-
out being afraid of being 
knocked down. 

    As teenagers we are 
often pushed, pulled, and 
dragged to do the “cool” 
thing while still working on 
entering the adult world.  
Let’s face it, we may as 

well accept the fact that we 
are pressed into our deci-
sions now and will be as 
soon as we take that di-
ploma and walk into the real 
world. 

    That is unless we take a 
stand for ourselves and de-
cide who we really are as 
individuals.  We can make 
our own decisions and if that 
means we get some bruises 
along the way so be it.  Hon-
estly I would rather go 
through life not giving a crap 
about whether or not some-
one likes me as long as they 
respect me. 

   Most of us young adults 
are still too afraid to look in 
the mirror and see our-
selves.  We still want to be 
the kid that everybody likes 
and that everybody gets 
along with.  Sure we can 
throw in a little bit of person-
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ality occasionally, but too 
much could jeopardize that 
image.  

    So because of that fear 
we will go through life afraid 
to say “I am _____ and I’m 
proud of that.”  To those who 
read this and think I’ve heard 
all of this before I pose the 
question:  What have you 
done to discover yourself?  

    Look, I can stand on my 
soapbox for all of eternity 
begging the masses to wake 
up and realize that life is 
better when you’re not afraid 
to live it, but that doesn’t 
mean you’ll listen.  So all I 
ask is that you look around 
at your clique, because be-
lieve me you’re in one, and 
see that you are all the 
same.  Where is the fun in 
being identical?  Can you 
win your own fight to having 
your own identity? 

 By: Corey Ernst 

     I’ve been hearing quite a 
few people talking about 
how much they dislike 
Obama as a president from 
both talking to people and 
from overhearing passing 
conversations. They say 
that he is way too liberal, or 
is a closet Muslim, or he is 
going to take away all of 
the rights of “the white 
man” and give them all to 

“the black man.”  

    Before Obama was 
elected Bush could do 
nothing right in the eyes of 
many hard-core Democ-
rats. Bush was commonly 
portrayed as a dumb, illerit-
erate idiot by the media, 
and many other people as 
individuals. Countless times 
I talked to people who 
heard half of a story about 
something Bush did which 
didn’t make sense to them, 
so they immediately attrib-
uted it to Bush’s stupidity.  

    They seemed to selec-
tively ignore the fact that 
Bush is actually a very 
smart man, and now much 
of a disgrace it is to have a 
country which so badly 
lacks any respect for it 
leader. Much of conserva-
tive America became out-

raged at this constant Bush 
bashing, myself being one of 
them.  

    However now I am 
ashamed to see a sharp 
contrast emerging in Amer-
ica. The people who had so 
strongly opposed Bush a 
few months ago are now 
throwing their full support 
behind Obama, a carry over 
of the “Obama Fever” seen 
during the election.  

    The support which has 
been carried over from the 
vague idea of “hope” has 
made Obama perfect in 
many Americans’ eyes. He 
can do no wrong. Following 
any leader blindly is danger-
ous; no matter how much 
you support what he says or 
how charismatic he is be-
hind a podium.  

    I am terrified for America 
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because they, “listened to him 
speak and were convinced 
that we needed his leader-
ship.” The reason I am so 
scared is because people said 
the same thing about Adolf 
Hitler. Now I’m not trying to 
say that Obama is a closet 
neo-Nazi or anything, but I 
feel that many Americans 
have let themselves become 
so captivated by the promise 
of “change” that they have 
agreed to check their common 
sense at the door. 

    This lack of common sense 
is evident not just by looking 
at the people who seem to 
think that Obama is always 
right, but also by the portion of 
America which seem to be 
under the impression that he 
is always wrong.  

       Continued on Pg 12 
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By: Greg 
Olsen 

       When I 
look back 
on the 
years I’ve 
spent on 
this planet, 

there are few moments I 
recall that have permanently 
shaped the kind of person 
I’ve become. One of those 
moments came in 1997, 
when, at the age of seven, I 
watched Rebecca Sealfron 
win the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee. 

      Now, let me be clear. 
Rebecca didn’t just win the 
Bee, she dominated it. 
Round by round, Sealfron 
embarrassed her competi-
tion by whipping out strange 
new tactics to both spell 
words and harass her com-
petition. She wasn’t afraid to 
question the judges, often 
times, questionable pronun-
ciations- schooling spellers’ 
world wide with her vast 
array of intellectual spunk.  

http://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=GRSO8EbyHTQ&feat
ure=related  

      As Rebecca neared the 
final round, some won-
dered, “Is this going to be 
another ’96?” No one 
wanted to think that Seal-
fron, the girl they loved and 
devoted their time to, could 
be eliminated last year, 
when she placed eighth. 
Although the millions sat 
anxiously wondering her 
move, Sealfron never 
skipped a beat, and made 
the competition nerves 
seem like a walk in the park 
for average, every day, liter-
ary genius.  

       After four rounds of gut 
busting, back and forth an-
swered word play, Indian 
opponent, Chelsea Gnuaro, 

fumbled his word and gave 
Rebecca the opening she’d 
been looking for. With vic-
tory in sight, Rebecca 
kicked her game into over-
drive, displaying an unheard 
of level of concentration and 
poise. As the judge called 
out Rebecca’s word, Euo-
nym, fans worldwide knew 
that mysterious smile and 
early bird celebration could 
mean only one thing- the 
97’ Title.  

http://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=L_8sTZRh-
Nw&feature=related  

        Rebecca screamed out 
those six letters for aspirat-
ing spellers everywhere. 
This once shy, home 
schooled, girl from the 
wrong side of the tracks 
made believing in a far off 
dream seem like a reality. In 
that moment, Rebecca was-
n’t just a preteen genius, but 
a spelling goddess who had 
permanently left her mark 
on the world as I knew it. 
Even in her post celebration 
interview, Rebecca’s joy 
and enthusiasm for winning 
the competition could make 
any non believer believe, 
and bring a smile to any-
one’s face. 

http://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=Pd4lZwshUpE&featur
e=related  

       But I’m not here to cele-
brate Rebecca’s past suc-
cess. I’m not interested in 
what she did, but, rather, 
what she’s doing. Where is 
the girl that turned my world 
upside down nearly eleven 
years ago, and forever 
made my opinion on great 
spellers go tipsy-turvy? Well 
after minutes of research, 
the answers I found left me 
far from surprised.  

       Rebecca continued to 
excel in school, and did 

numerous online web based 
interviews advertising her 
unique style of word memo-
rization. In her years after 
the bee, Rebecca was re-
peated invited to Princeton’s 
“young leaders of America” 
conference, to both observe 
and even teach courses on 
English and Natural Sci-
ence. After finishing high 
school through home 
schooling (which she com-
pleted two years early), 
Rebecca went on to study 
chemical engineering at 
Princeton University. How-
ever, despite her successful 
start, Rebecca’s story 
ended there.  

       There are no current 
records on where Rebecca 
Sealfon is, or what she’s 
has done since Princeton. 
The once angelic girl genius 
seems to have almost com-
pletely disappeared from 
the face of the media world, 
with not a single notion be-
ing posted about her in al-
most three years.  

       Many 
reasons can 
account for 
this disap-
pearance. 
Aside from 
being incredi-
bly smart, 
Rebecca only 
won the 
Scripps Na-
tional Spelling 
Bee, which, 
although is a 
huge accom-
plishment for 
any of the 
competitors, 
isn’t consid-
ered as big a 
deal as the 
movie, “Akea 
and the Bee,” 
would like it to 
seem. Re-
becca’s 
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clearly antisocial uprising 
made her noticeably un-
comfortable in the public 
spotlight, and even at times 
made her seem crazy of 
weird. Although she was a 
special young girl, perhaps 
Rebecca is truly happy fi-
nally being something she 
never was- just another 
normal person.  

       Rebecca’s story can 
teach us all two life lessons 
we should strive to live by:  
find something you’re good 
at and take it as far as it will 
let you go, and be happy in 
your own skin. Although 
Rebecca isn’t in the public 
eye, I think we can all rest 
assured that, wherever she 
is, she’s happy and finally 
living her own life. Even if 
she’s no longer getting tro-
phies for spelling words that 
no one will ever find a need 
to use in a sentence, I have 
a good feeling Rebecca’s 
finally happy living a life 
away from home, the me-
dia, and public harassment.   
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It’s just as ridiculous to be 
100% pessimistic about 
Obama as is was to be so 
completely negative about 
Bush. It will be almost four 
years before you can do 
anything about Obama 
and his decisions, so why 
not let him have a shot? 

    He unified America in a 
way that we haven’t seen 
in a very long time, so why 
not let him have four years 
to try to prove that he can 
help to get America and 
the world out the mess we 
are currently finding our-
selves in? 

    Constantly complaining 
about Obama will do abso-
lutely nothing to help the 
country; in fact it divides 
us even farther apart. And 
then at the end of the four 
years America can make 
an objective, and so wise, 
decision about whether or 

not Obama deserves a 
second term. 

     United we stand. Di-
vided we fall. If we’re go-
ing to be divided let’s at 
least make sure it’s for a 
good reason. 

Manistee, MI: 
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Phoenix, AZ: Daytona Beach, FL: 

Washington DC: Gatlinburg, TN: 


