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day before school to practice using 
new tools and software” and to share 
ideas about different teaching tech-
niques involving the laptops. 

    Teachers will be more actively us-
ing Moodle as a means of communi-
cation to their students.  Moodle 
pages will be “full of useful, relevant, 
and sometimes even fun activities 
that will help students better under-
stand the material” according to Mr. 
Joseph.  
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By: Alex Schaufele 

     For the past several months every-
body has been hearing about how the 
freshmen will be getting new laptops.  
Well, as of yesterday, they have.  The 
question is how have the teachers 
prepared for the newest additions to 
their classrooms?  

    In preparation for the new technol-
ogy in the classroom teachers have 
been meeting, according to MHS Eng-
lish teacher Mr. Joseph, “each Tues-

Manistee High School Manistee, MI http://mhs.honoredstudents.org/

     There will also be many new pro-
grams to assist in the learning process.  
Mr. Postma, MHS Science teacher, will 
be using the program Logger Pro to 
measure voltage and temperature more 
accurately in experiments.   

Continued on pg 2 

�
�����������������
��������	
 �
�����������������
��������	
 �
�����������������
��������	
 �
�����������������
��������	
 � ���

surrounding St. Patrick and the tradi-
tions of the holiday. One myth holds 
that St. Patrick used the three leaves 
of a shamrock to explain the Holy Trin-
ity to the pagan peoples. Another 
popular legend is that St. Patrick rid 
Ireland of poisonous snakes by driving 
them into the ocean. 

    The most popular traditions associ-

ated with St. Patrick’s Day are the 
wearing of green and the search for 
the mischievous little leprechauns. 
These customs are most likely tied in 
to St. Patrick’s Day because of Irish 
culture. Wearing green goes back to 
the middle ages when Irish would wear 
a shamrock on there clothing as a 
symbol of nationalism. This idea 
spread during modern times as more 
people began to celebrate St. Patrick’s 
Day. Through Irish culture, the lepre-
chaun has been integrated into the St. 
Patrick’s Day celebration.      Though it 
was originally a Catholic holiday pri-
marily celebrated by those of Irish de-
cent, it has spread through modern 
society. Now many people of numer-
ous denominations gather together to 
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. Most cele-
brate by wearing green, eating green 
food, and going to parades. Children 
get candy and go on leprechaun 
hunts, while adults get a little more 
mature entertainment. St. Patrick’s 
Day celebrates the patron saint of Ire-
land while providing fun for everyone. 

By: Kyle Bassett 

    St. Patrick’s day is known for it’s 
Irish tradition, association with the 
color green, and myths about lepre-
chauns and St. Patrick himself. But 
where did all this come from? What 
are the facts behind St. Patrick? Why 
is St. Patrick’s Day celebrated? 

    St. Patrick was a real person. He is 
known as the patron saint of Ireland 
even though he was from England or 
Scotland rather than Ireland. In his 
younger years, St. Patrick was kid-
napped by pirates and sold into slav-
ery in Ireland. It’s recorded that he had 
a vision from God when he was in cap-
tivity. The vision was how to escape. 
After his escape he felt that it was his 
duty to educate the pagan Irish about 
Catholicism. After 20 years of spread-
ing his faith, St. Patrick died on March 
17, 461. Thus St. Patrick’s Day is cele-
brated on the anniversary of his death 
to commemorate his contributions to 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

    There are many myths and legends 
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By: Alex Schaufele 

     The Ides of March, 
more commonly known 
as March 15th has per-
vaded the minds of many 
and is usually associated 
with the assassination of 
Julius Caesar.   

    In actuality the Ides of 
March originated from the 
Roman calendar that is 
divided based upon the 
phases of the moon.  
Because this happens on 
the 15th of the months 
May, July, and October, 
the day is called the Ides 
of whichever month it 

happens to be.  

    When the assassina-
tion of Julius Caesar was 
forever immortalized in 
Shakespeare’s tragic play 
Julius Caesar, as having 
been foreseen by a 
soothsayer, the Ides of 
March became a day of 
caution.   

     The lines “Beware the 
ides of March” said the 
soothsayer to Caesar 
(Julius Caesar Act 1, 
scene 2, 18), a warning 
that was not obeyed by 
him.   

    As it was written by 
Shakespeare, Caesar 
believed that he was ex-
empt from the Ides stating 
“The ides of March are 
come.” Only to receive 
the reply “Aye, Caesar, 
but not gone” from the 
soothsayer (Julius Caesar 
Act 3, scene 1).  Such a 
foreboding message has 
given the Ides of March 

an ominous tone. 

    The Ides of March 
manifested itself as a 
band in 1964 that has not 
yet met Caesar’s fate as 
they are still performing.  
You can find more infor-
mation about the band 
and hear clips of them at 
http://www.theidesofmarc
h.com/home1.htm.  There 
is also a book titled The 
Ides of March written by 

E.W. Hornung. 

    There is more than just 
literary fashion found in 
the ever occurring ides of 
March. March 15th holds 
the death of Caesar, the 
moon’s phases, and a 
band in its grasp.  
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The program also can 
graph the changes of the 
different variables which 
will help students on stan-
dardized tests in the fu-
ture.  Mr. Thuemmel, 
MHS Math teacher, will 
be using the program 
Geogebra for an online 
geometry instruction tool.  

    Some teachers will be 
offering quizzes online 
that are based within 
state parameters and 
according to Mr. Postma 
will help to raise students 
test scores in the future. 
Mr. Thuemmel is “trying 
to adapt [his] 
tests/quizzes so that they 
may be taken online,” 
using ess paper.  

   Mr. Postma be-
lieves that the addi-
tion of the laptops will 
make classroom envi-
ronments “more en-
gaging” while still 
providing the “same 
learning experience,” 
just with more online 
additions.   

    The teachers’ opin-
ions of having laptops 
in the classroom can 
be summed up with 
the statement that 
they are “excited for 
the opportunity to imple-
ment new technology in 
the classroom” as Mr. 
Thuemmel said.  MHS is 
moving into the 21st cen-
tury and so is its staff.  

The addition of laptops to 
the classroom will change 
the way that students 
learn and should provide 
a more modern approach 
to the learning experi-
ence. 

Mr. Mencarelli 
showing students 
how to use their 
laptops. 
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By: Will Wahr 

    There was a tragic 
shooting on Tuesday, 
March 10th, throughout 
two counties in rural Ala-
bama. The suspect, 28 
year-old Michael 
McLendon, went on a 
rampage through the 
county, killing ten people, 
including five of his family 
members, before turning 
the gun on himself. He 
was armed with two as-
sault rifles and a .38-
caliber pistol. According 

to the authorities, 
McLendon started his 
killing spree around 3:30 
in the aftenoon in Kinston, 
Ala., when he laid his 
mother down on a couch, 
piled things on her, and 
then set her on fire, burn-
ing down the house in the 
process. McLendon shot 
four dogs while at the 
house and then drove to 
Samson, where he killed 
four more of his family 
members and two others. 
McLendon ended his de-
structive rampage when 
he went on a general 
shooting spree through 
the town. He was found at 
the Reliable Metal Prod-
ucts plant in Geneva, 
where he engaged in a 
brief shootout with police 
before shooting himself. It 
is suspected by the au-
thorities that McLendon 
fired over 200 rounds of 
ammunition during his 
hour long murderous raid. 
The victims of this atro-
cious event also included 

the wife and child of a 
local deputy. Geneva 
County Sheriff Greg Ward 
told reporters that “this is 
the worst thing that has 
ever happened to this 
community.” As of now, 
the killer’s motives are 
unknown.   

    As details of the victims 
and shooter are coming 
to the surface, these 
small communities are 
reaching out to one an-
other for strength and 
comfort. A Baptist Church 
a few feet from where 
McLendon opened fire 
Tuesday has been open-
ing its doors for prayers 
services. "It's what com-
munity is about, isn't it? 
Crying together. Holding 
each other," a pastor 
said. Despite all of the 
terrible events that hap-
pened in such a short 
time, it is good to see the 
members of the commu-
nity leaning on each other 

for support.  

    People are now begin-
ning to wonder if the kill-
ings in Alabama could 
have been prevented. 
Maureen Glason is a 
counselor that works to 
prevent workplace vio-
lence. When asked if the 
shootings in Alabama 
could have been pre-
vented, she said, “Very 
likely, they could not 
have. We know that peo-
ple who suffer a series of 
setbacks can get to the 
point where they’re so 
discouraged and de-
pressed that they think 
life isn’t worth living.” 
Gleason went on to say 
that if you see someone 
that is depressed or dis-
couraged, the best thing 
to do is “try to reach out 
and give them some 
help.” 
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 By: Greg Olsen 

     Last Monday, Presi-
dent Obama called an 
executive order meeting 
at the White House to 
announce his overturning 
of the Federal Govern-
ment’s funding for embry-
onic stem-cell research. 

    Obama told the crowd 
of listening reporters and 
scientists that he aimed to 
repair the mistakes of the 
past, and promised that 
scientific data would no 
longer be “distorted of 
concealed to fit a political 
agenda.” Obama also 
took numerous jabs at the 
way former President, 
George W. Bush, handled 
scientific research.  

     
“Promoting 
science isn’t 
just about 
providing 
resources, it 
is also about 
protecting 
free and 
open in-
quiry,” 
Obama said. 
“It is about 
letting scien-
tists like 
those here today do their 
jobs, free from manipula-
tion of coercion, and lis-
tening to what they tell us, 
even when it’s inconven-
ient especially when it’s 
inconvenient. It is about 
ensuring that scientific 

data is never 
distorted of 
concealed to 
serve a po-
litical 
agenda and 
that we 
make scien-
tific deci-
sions based 
on facts- not 
ideology.” 

      The 
President 
also noted 

that this is just one step in 
creating a new govern-
ment that is based on 
“sound science,” with 
scientists who are re-
spected for their creden-
tials and not their political 

views.  

      Embryonic stem cells 
are master cells that can 
morph into any cell of the 
body. Scientists hope to 
harness them so they can 
create replacement tis-
sues to treat a variety of 
diseases, such as new 
insulin-producing cells for 
diabetics, cells that could 
help those with Parkin-
son's disease, or maybe 
even Alzheimer's. Stem 
cells have also been 
linked to repairing nerve 
connections that would 
restore movement after 
spinal injury. 

Continued on pg 4 
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By: Corey Ernst 

     One piece of advice 
which is often given to 
people planning on visit-
ing the United State’s 
southern neighbor is to 
“not drink the water.” Well 
the State Department 
recently released another 
piece of advice; “Don’t go 
to Mexico at all.” 

    According to the State 
Department, around 
100,000 US college stu-
dents go to Mexico each 
year to celebrate spring 
break. However the Feb-
ruary 20th State Depart-
ment release urged stu-
dents this year to not go 
because of the dangerous 
drug wars being waged 

there. 

    The warning said that, 
“the greatest increase in 
violence has occurred 
near the U.S. border. 
However, U.S. citizens 
traveling throughout Mex-
ico should exercise cau-
tion in unfamiliar areas 
and be aware of their 
surroundings at all times.” 

    A Congressional panel 
has decided that trips to 
Mexico are unsafe for 
anyone, not just the thou-
sands of college students. 
Representative, John 
Culberson told Depart-
ment of Homeland Secu-
rity officials that “We are 
in a state of undeclared 
war on the southern bor-

der. 

    Extreme drug-related 
violence in Mexico has 
brought on this declara-
tion, as over 7,000 people 
have been murdered 
since the beginning of last 
year, and over 1,000 
have been during 2009. 

    This outburst of vio-
lence between the Mexi-
can drug cartels in the 
result of those cartels 
fighting over shipments of 
drugs headed for the US 
and heavy weapons be-
ing transported over the 
boarder. According to 
Jayson Ahern, acting 
commissioner or U.S. 
customs and Border Pro-
tection, said that there’s 

also “a lot more military 
grade [weapons] coming 
in” from other sources, 
too. 

    Both the U.S. and 
Mexican governments are 
taking this threat very 
seriously, as Mexico is 
the second biggest trad-
ing partner with the US 
and because of the obvi-
ously dangerous situa-
tion. They are both work-
ing together to control the 
violence and drug traffick-
ing, and make Mexico a 
safe spring break destina-
tion for next year. 
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       Overturning the stem 
cell ban was an issue 
Obama pushed for during 
his campaign. Monday’s 
signing marks the end of 
an eight year absence of 
embryonic research in the 
United States following 
President Bush’s initial 
ban in August of 2001. 
The current President 

said he and his admini-
stration will work aggres-
sively to make up for the 
ground that was lost be-
cause of Bush’s decision, 
though, due to the econ-
omy, it can’t be known 
how much federal money 
will be spent toward re-
search until grants are 
applied. 

       Before concluding his 
address, President 
Obama paid tribute to the 
late, Christopher Reeves. 
Reeves, who suffered 
from a complete body 
paralysis after falling from 
a horse in 1995, was a 
leading advocate of stem 
cell research and could 
have benefited from the 

studies banned by the 
former administration. 

       “Medical miracles do 
not happen simply by 
accident,” Obama de-
clared. “Hopefully this 
change gets our country 
back on the right path.” 



By: Zack Miller 

    Often times, you pass 
people in the hallway that 
you really don’t know. The 
purpose of these spotlight 
articles is to get people 
familiar with students that 
they may not know already.  
This weeks spotlight is on 
Cameron DeCillis . Cam-
eron is a sophomore here 
at MHS. He is the step-son 
of Manistee High’s own 
math and forensics 
teacher, Mr. Thuemmel 
and the son of Mrs. Rad-
datz, the principal of Ma-
nistee Middle School.   

       Cameron was born on 
March 12, 1993 in Kalama-
zoo Michigan. Cameron 
recently turned sixteen on 
Thursday. Cameron lives 
with Mr. Thuemmel, Mrs. 
Raddatz, and his three 
siblings; Callahan, Cava-
naugh, and Conolly,  in 
Manistee. He keeps him-
self entertained in High 
School with the help of his 
friends. He specifically 
mentioned his best friends, 
Ethan Thompson, Brian 
Fisk, Greg Olsen, and 
Will Wahr. When he's not 
with his friends, he likes to 
watch television or take 
walks around town. He 
also likes to listen to music. 
He really enjoys '80s key-

board songs. 

        “I am a smart, funny, 
and nice person,” Cam-
eron said with a smile. 
The 
truth is, 
Cam-
eron is a 
very 
nice guy 
and 
works 
very hard 
with the 
activities 
that he’s 
involved 
in. He is 
one of 
three 
students 
at MHS 
that par-
ticipate 
regularly 
in Foren-
sics com-
petition. 
He says 
that 
“forensics 
is a pro-
gram that takes a lot of 
hard work and practice.” 
School is also a fun time 
for Cameron. "My favorite 
high school memory so 
far was discussing zom-
bie attacks with Aaron 
Cook during Earth Sci-

ence," he said. 

        Not only does Cam 
do forensics, he has 
played in band since fifth 

grade and 
today he is 
still a mem-
ber of the 
High School 
band where 
he plays the 

trombone. 
“Band is a 
fun activity 
because of 
the friends 
I’ve made 
there. They 
always make 
band class 
interesting 
and enter-
taining,” he 
said. When I 
asked him 
what his fa-
vorite band 
moment was, 
he said “I 
enjoyed goof-
ing around in 
marching 

band and during pa-
rades.”  

        On a more serious 
note, Cameron said that 
he had a life changing 
experience when he went 
to Tokyo with his father 
and brother two years 
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ago. It was an eye opener 
to him because of all the 
cultural differences be-
tween the Japanese and 
us. “I was really im-
pressed with how ad-
vanced their technology 
was. They were very 
smart people,” Cameron 
said. "It was a very inter-
esting and educating trip," 
he added. 

     Cameron is your aver-
age teenager. He likes to 
spend his time hanging 
out with his friends and 
family. Mr. Thuemmel told 
me that "Cameron is a 
good kid. He likes hang-
ing out with friends, hav-
ing fun, and he's had his 
obsession with Pokémon, 
the same as everybody 
else." He also added that 
"Cameron was a self-
proclaimed Pokémon 
master in the first grade."  

        Before ending my 
chat with Cameron, he 
left me with a few words 
of wisdom. "People don't 
know or understand Star 
Wars as well as they think 
they do," he said. His 
quick wit and sense of 
humor are only a couple 
of the reasons that you 
should make sure to say 
hello next time you see 
Cameron in the hall.  
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My favorite high school mem-
ory so far was discussing 
zombie attacks with Aaron 
Cook during Earth Science,"  

-Cameron DeCillis 

 

Seniors! It’s that time of the year! 
*For scholarship information, go to the guidance office or check your 

school e-mails. 
*Many Scholarships are due by the end of March so be sure to check 

them out 



By: Will Wahr 

    Forensics is a class 
and extra-curricular activ-
ity that is offered at Ma-
nistee High School and 
focuses on showcasing 
the acting talent of stu-
dents. Coach Eric 
Thuemmel said that Fo-
rensics gives you a 
chance to “improve a skill 
that you’re going to use 
for the rest of your life.” 
This focus on public 
speaking gives a very 
powerful incentive in join-
ing this fun and interest-
ing school group. The 
class took place during 4th 
period in the 2nd term. 
Members of the class, 
such as Senior Brooke 
Hawkins, said that 
“Forensics is cool. It lets 
you look at some really 
talented students, and 
some not-so talented 

ones.” 

    As for the extra-
curricular group, the fo-
rensics team is searching 
for underclassmen that 
would be interested in 
showing off their dramatic 
talents. Sophomore Cam-
eron Decillis said that 
“We need to get people to 
join and stop thinking it’s 
about dead bodies.” He 
went on to say that 
“Forensics is a lot of fun, 
but you have to work 
really hard to be any 
good.” Forensics gives 
students a chance to 
freely express themselves 
and also lets them see 
the acting talents of oth-
ers. 

    This past Saturday, 
March 14, the forensics 
team competed in a tour-
nament in Midland. The 

members of the team that 
performed were Sopho-
more Cameron Decillis 
and Senior Paul Purdy. 
Both students ended up 
making it to the semi-
finals of their respective 
categories. Cameron fin-
ished in 8th place, just 
missing the cut-off for the 
finals, whereas Paul fin-
ished 12th. Coach Thuem-
mel stated that the tour-
nament “went all right. 
[He] was glad to see that 
both Cameron and Paul 
made it to the semi-
finals.”  The tournament 
on Saturday was the last 
chance the members of 
the team had to work out 
the kinks in their perform-
ances before the district 
tournament, which takes 
place next Tuesday.  So if 
you see Cameron or 
Paul, make sure to wish 
them good luck. 
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SENIORS! 
 

Don’t Forget to turn in 
your Mock Election 
forms by Friday .   

 

*You can turn them 
into Allison Socher , 
Annaliese Kiss , or 

Kim Schultz . 

 

Thank You! 
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By: Mallory Barkholz 

    Last Thursday the Ma-
nistee High School Choirs 
presented a pre-festival 
concert.  This concert 
was part of the prepara-
tion for Choral Festival 
which they attended 
Tuesday in Big Rapids.  
The Director of MHS 
choir, Mrs. Helge said, 
“[Choral Festival] is a fun, 
but nerve-wracking thing.  
We really have to be on 
our toes, putting into 
practice all our technique 
and things we work on all 
the time.”  The concert 
was a great way to get 
ready for the festival but 
also have fun performing 
the things they have been 
working so hard on.  
While all soloists are eligi-
ble to participate at State 

Solo and Ensemble, not 
all of them performed that 
night.Felicia Seng said, 
“Festival went good.  The 
performance was awe-
some but sight reading 
went horrible.  They 
ended up rating us a B.” 

    Manistee Honors Choir 
performed first which con-
sisted of nine different 
songs.  Molly Howard, 

Kristie Wood, Jordan 
Cross, Dani Simo and 
Angie Johnson  were the 
honors choir soloists of 
the night while others like 
Jessie Carlson, Heather 
North, Ana Biorn, and 
Molly Howard  sang du-
ets.   

    All of the students who 
are in choir class, taught 
by Mrs. Helge performed 

Wade in the Water, and 
The Tide Rises, The Tide 
Falls.  Some students are 
even in both choir class, 
and honors choir which is 
an outside of school 
group that meets in the 
mornings before school.  
In the end, the concert 
was a great prep for the 
choir to go to Festival and 
they sang beautifully. 
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half, the Lady Chips trailed 
by seven to the fast paced 
Fliver offense, 39-32. After 
a brief half time rally and 
two quarters of back and 
forth play, the lead proved 
to be too much to surpass, 
and Manistee’s longest 
playoff streak in thirteen 
years came to an end.  

      Manistee junior, Rose 
Savela, led all Chippewa 
scorers with sixteen, while 
dynamic duo partner, Ash-
ley Tiefenthal, added ten.  

      Also scoring for Manis-
tee was McKenzie 
Majchrzak, Julia Maksym, 
and Alex Niemi with eight 
points apiece. Juniors, 
Krista Cabot and Kristen 
Merkey, added in five and 
four, while Sarah Solberg 
tacked on three. 

By: Greg Olsen 

      Despite an impressive 
Class B District Title win 
over the Ludington Orioles, 
the Chippewa Girls’ lost to 
the No. 7 Kingsford Flivers 
76-62, in last week at Cadil-
lac High School. 

     Unlike the deep 
benched Manistee squad, 
the short Kingsford group 
sat only six girls’ deep, but 
held true to their strong 
shooting reputation. While 
Manistee pulled away late 
to take their District title, the 
No. 7 Fliver’s blew out a 
strong Suet St. Marie team, 
and went into Regional play 
with a surge of confidence 
and a 22-1 record to show 
for it.  

     After a high scoring first 

       Much like the balanced 
scoring Chippewas, five out 
of the six Fliver girls posted 
scores in the double digits.  

      “They are exactly what 
we expected,” said, Manis-
tee head coach, Kenn Kott. 
“Until you play someone 
with that intensity and abil-
ity, it is really hard to 
fathom what it is going to 
be like. They have a great 
combination of scoring in-
side, and hitting threes from 
outside. None of their kids 
are afraid to shoot.” 

       Despite the bittersweet 
finish, the Lady Chips can 
leave the season with a 
sense of pride about their 
accomplishments through-
out the winter, and look 
forward to starting next 
season off with a team only 

losing, seniors, Solberg and 
Majchrzak.  

       “I am awful sad to see 
Sarah and McKenzie go, 
because they have been 
great to play with,” said 
Savela.  

       Savela’s sorrow over 
the loss is felt throughout 
the entire team and coach-
ing staff, as well as to many 
of the fans who followed 
the team’s triumphant suc-
cess this year.  

       When asked about the 
possibilities of repeating the 
same type of success next 
year, Tiefenthal replied 
that, “It’s going to tough, 
but with the type of team 
we have coming back next 
year, I know we’re all look-
ing to go a little bit deeper.” 
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games you see a team lose 
it, they lose the game, they 
lose their composure and 
maybe earlier in the year 
we would have done that. 
But these kids stuck to-
gether, they kept playing 
and showed growth and as 
a coach, that’s all you can 
ask.”  

       Manistee held a slight 
two point lead over the Ori-
oles in the early start of the 
fourth quarter, but were 
unable to stop their surging 
opponents, who mounted a 
23-4 run on the Chippewa’s 
to close out the game.  

       Ludington knocked 
down seven three point 
baskets in contrast to Ma-
nistee’s two, and out shot 
Manistee from the free 
throw line 16-19 to 2-5. 

      “You can’t give them 
easy baskets at the free 
throw line, which we did, 
and they were making us 
earn every basket,” said 

By: 
Greg 
Olsen 

      
The 
Ma-
nistee 

Boys’ basketball team lost 
to the Ludington Orioles 65-
47, in last Friday’s Class B 
District Final at Benzie High 
School. 

      Despite having a two 
point lead at half time and 
only trailing by one at the 
end of the third quarter, the 
Conference Champion Ori-
oles proved to be too much 
for the Chippewa defense, 
and pulled away late in the 
fourth quarter to bring 
home their second straight 
District Championship.  

       “It just came down to 
the point that Ludington 
won the game, we didn’t 
lose it, and there’s a differ-
ence,” said, Manistee head 
coach, Paul Marfia. “Some 

Marfia. “I think that was the 
biggest difference.” 

       Manistee big man and 
junior, Tim Jensen, led the 
team with fifteen points, 
while, senior, Ethan 
Coppola added ten. Aside 
from those two, Manistee 
seniors, Zack Riley, Bran-
don Sandberg, and Ryan 
Helminiak, all contributed to 
four points. 

        Unlike the Chippewas, 
Ludington All-State candi-
date, Gabe Rivera, led all 
scorers with twenty-eight 
points despite being heck-
led by fans and tightly 
guarded by Helminiak all 
night. 

        “I think we just wore 
them down,” said Rivera. “I 
knew we’d be in for a bat-
tle; it’s Ludington-
Manistee.” 

         This is the second 
time this year that the two 
rival teams have met in 
both the girls’ and boys’ 

Class B District Final 
Championships, with the 
Chippewa girls’ prevailing 
in the previous meeting.  

         “The kids did every-
thing I asked them to do,” 
Marfia said. “They gave 
energy:  they left it all on 
the court and I am very 
proud of them.” 
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With a regular season re-
cord of 17-3 and a final 
record of 20-4, there’s noth-
ing to be disappointed 
about. "Our girls came out 
on a daily basis and gave it 
everything they had and 
then some," Coach Kott 
said. "We're all very proud," 
he added.  

 Boys Varsity Bas-
ketball: The MHS varsity 
boys season came to an 
end Friday night after a 
heartbreaker to Ludington 
in District Finals. The boys 
had a regular season re-
cord of 9 wins and 12 
losses. Coach Paul Marfia 
said that  "you have to be 
about kids getting better, 
and being people who do 
the right thing. These kids 
have done that, and that's 
the scoreboard that mat-
ters." The team did just 
that. The guys gave us all a 
very exciting season to 
watch.  

 Wrestling: The 2009 
Wrestling team wrapped up 
their season in February 
with a record of 14 wins 
and 21 losses.  The team 
members and coaches 
agree that it was a good 

By: Zack Miller 

 Skiing: The Manistee 
Girls Ski Team finished the 
season off by winning a 
Division 2 State Champion-
ship. The boys took runner 
up in the State Finals to 
Harrison. Both teams had 
great seasons, winning all 
of their Lake Michigan Ski 
Conference meets. Both 
teams also won regional 
titles. Coach Dick Totch 
said "he couldn't ask for 
anything more. Both teams 
put in an unreal effort".  
Between two very talented 
teams, there were seven 
Manistee skiers recognized 
with All State honors. It was 
a great year for skiing at 
MHS. "I think we can repeat 
this next year," Totch 
added.  

 Girls Varsity Basket-
ball: The MHS varsity girls 
basketball season came to 
a sad conclusion on Tues-
day night during the Re-
gional Semifinal game 
against Kingsford, losing 
76-62. Regardless of the 
loss, the girls still had a 
great season overall. They 
not only beat Ludington in 
District Finals at home.  

season, especially at home. 
The season officially ended 
when senior, Caleb Bailey , 
lost his last match of his 
high school career at re-
gional competition in Mount 
Pleasant. "A season like 
this one builds character," 
Codden added.  

 Hockey: The MHS co-
operative hockey team had 
a terrific season. They fin-
ished with a record of 14-9-
2 They were fortunate to 
have senior players, Bran-
don Fitzgerald and Marek 
Pospisil.  Fitzgerald, a 
goalie, suffered a frighten-
ing injury at the start of the 
season came back after 
surgery to dominate the 
remainder of the season. 
Pospisil was the Chip-
pewa's leading scorer with 
36 goals. Brandon, Marek, 
and the rest of the Chippe-
was had a great season. 
Coach John Raatz  said 
that "all the guys worked 
their butts off to accomplish 
everything that they did this 
season. It really showed".  

 Girls JV Basketball:  
The girls Junior Varsity 
basketball team ended their 
season with a record of 8 

wins and 12 losses. As a 
team with a lot of talent and 
good team chemistry, they 
will undoubtedly make 
great varsity players next 
year.  

 Boys JV Basketball: 
The boys Junior Varsity 
basketball team finished 
their season with a record 
of 8 wins and 11 losses. 
Everybody can agree that 
there was a lot of improve-
ment made throughout their 
season.  

 Freshmen Girls Bas-
ketball:  In their first year 
of high school basketball, 
the Freshmen girls team 
ended their season with a 
winning record of nine wins 
and 4 losses. It was a very 
impressive first season. We 
all look forward to the next 
three. 

 Freshman Boys 
Basketball: The fresh-
men boys basketball team 
also finished off their sea-
son with a winning record 
of twelve wins and four 
losses making for a solid 
first year of high school 
ball.  
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By: Greg Olsen 

Who do you predict will win the NCAA March Madness Tournament?  
    

Will Wahr (Senior): 
I’d like to see Mem-
phis win, but I would-
n’t be disappointed to 
see… actually I think 
North Carolina will 
win. 

  

 Mr. Huber (Principal): 
UConn Women. 

Ashley Teifenthal 
(Junior): I guess 
UConn. I don’t know. 

  

 Dalton Zawacki 
(Senior): I’m fairly 
confident Pittsburg will 
win. I put Wake 
Forrest over Louisville 
in my bracket too! 
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By Alex Schaufele 

    In early February MHS 
art students brought in 
their artwork for Mrs. Er-
bel to select from to take 
to the West Shore Com-
munity College High 
School Art Exhibit and 
Competition.  The se-
lected students were Ar-
thur Marshall , Thomas 
Bond , Jackie  
Adamczak , Dan Peter-
son , Sarah Watkins , 
Raven Lewis , Allysha 
Najdowski , and Jessica 
Schimke . 

    Overall ten pieces of 
MHS student artwork was 
entered into the WSCC 
Regional.  The pieces 

were entered under the 
categories: painting (4), 
drawing (2), sculpture (1), 
ceramics (2), and photog-
raphy (1). 

    MHS students Arthur 
Marshall  and Thomas 

Bond  took 
home hon-
orable 
mention 
with their 
paintings.  
Sarah 
Watkins  
took first 
place in 
sculpture.  
Allysha 
Najdowski  
received 

second place in ceramics.  
And Jessica Schimke  
won first place in the pho-
tography category.  If you 
would like to see their 
works the exhibit is open 
through Friday March 
26th. 

   The WSCC Regional 
was started by MHS’s 
very own Rhonda Erbel, 
when she was a teacher 
at Baldwin High School, 
“17 years ago because 
there was no High School 
competition for Manistee 
and Mason County Stu-
dents.” 

    After the third year of 
the Competition the 
WSCC foundation and its 
Art Department took over.  
In recent years they have 
begun offering students 
who receive first place in 
any category or best in 
show the opportunity to 
compete for a scholarship 
to West Shore. 
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By: Mallory Barkholz 
 
    Just this past weekend 
the Manistee Civic Play-
ers and West Shore Com-
munity College's Perform-
ing Arts Series put on the 
popular musical produc-
tion of Rodgers and Ham-
merstein, “The Sound of 
Music”.  Directing the 
fabulous play was Dr. 
Rick Plummer who really 
selected an amazing cast 
and pulled off an inspiring 
play.  Plummer states, 
"This remarkable story of 
exploration and faith, of 
love and devotion, of loy-
alty and betrayal, of ob-
stacle and achievement is 
sure to draw audiences 
from near and far,” and it 
did.  Performed at the 
historic Ramsdell Thea-
ter, the musical went off 
without a hitch captivating 
its audiences every night 
they performed.   
    By the Manistee Civic 
Players and West Shore's 
performing arts series 
auditioning, there is a 
very well rounded cast, 
who are extremely tal-
ented in both singing, 
dancing, and acting.  The 
cast has been practicing 
three to five times a week 
for the past ten weeks, 
and it is obvious when 
watching that a lot of hard 
work and effort was put 
in.  The singing and act-
ing is right on and really 
makes the audience feel 
the emotions that went on 
between the characters. 
      While the cast has 
already performed this 
remarkable piece of art 
four times this past week-
end, there will be two 
more performances this 
next weekend on Friday 
and Saturday at 8:00 at 
the Ramsdell Theater.  
Tickets are $18.00 but 

are worth every penny 
because of the splendid 
actors and actresses who 
will not disappoint. 
    “The Sound of Music” 
was written by Rodgers 
and Hammerstein but 
was based on a real fam-
ily.  The playwrights tried 
to stay true to the actual 
events and even songs 
that the family sang.  The 
play takes place in 1938 
and is about a soon to be 
nun, Maria Rainer who is 
asked to watch seven 
children of a Captain for a 
few months.  After being 
hired and caring for the 
children Maria soon falls 
in love with the children 
and then to Captain 
George Von Trapp who is 
at the time engaged to a 
wealthy women, named 
Elsa Schraeder .  Captain 
and Maria soon admit 
their feelings for each 
other after the Elsa is out 
of the picture and they 
soon marry.  However, 
soon after the Nazis in-
vade Austria and the 
Captain is asked to join 
the Nazis side which he is 
not willing to do.  The play 
ends with the family es-
caping over the moun-
tains to Switzerland. 
    Many of you may be 
familiar with the popular 
1965 film that was made 
starring Julie Andrews 
and Christopher 
Plummer.  The play is 

very 
similar to 
the 
movie 
version 
with a 
few extra 
songs 
and 
some 
songs in 
a little bit 
different 

scenes.  Anyone that 
knows the story from the 
film will easily be able to 
relate it to that of the play 
and will enjoy the extra 
songs and slight 
changes.   
    The leads of Maria 
Rainer and Captain Von 
Trapp are played by Mi-
chelle Kiessel and WSCC 
President Charles Dillion.  
The oldest Von Trapp 
daughter, Liesel, is 
played by Melissa Daron 
who attends Mason 
County Central, and her 
love interst, Rolf Gruber is 
played by our very own 
Avery Bell .  The other 
Von Trapp children are 
played by Barbra Staffen, 
Madda Pung, Christopher 
Miller, Kayela Wallace, 
Abbie Fenner, Madelinde 
Cooper, and Hanna Pers-
son.  Other key charac-
ters like Max Detweiler 
who is a funny friend of 
the Captain, who eventu-
ally books the Family Von 
Trapp to sing in the festi-
val and aides in their es-
cape is played by Cody 
Hodges.   Also Elsa 
Schraeder who hopes to 
marry the captain is 
played by Margretta Du-
mas.  The important role 
of the nuns are played by  
Carol Voigts, JoAnn 
Muma, Elizabeth Zupin, 
and Beth Yeack.   Smaller 
but still pertinent roles like 
the butler and house-
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keeper are brilliantly 
played by Bob Kenny and 
Sue Ann Schnitker.  Still 
the said villain (Nazi) of 
the play is played mali-
ciously by Thomas Haw-
ley.  There is also a 
group of back stage sing-
ers and extra party 
guests in a scene that 
include Cher Carrier, Peg 
Gage, Mallory Barkholz , 
Gary Cole, LeAnna Eng-
wall. 
    Plummer was certainly 
not alone in putting on 
this wonderful produc-
tion.  Adrian Cole served 
as the accompanist and 
Willam Donavon was the 
conductor to the 25-
member orchestra.  The 
production is enhanced 
ten times by the orches-
tra who consisted of sev-
eral students from Manis-
tee High School including 
Chas Helge, Alex John-
son, Mike Lindgren, 
Laura Lindgren, Mau-
reen Fisk, Patrick 
Meagher, and Jessica 
Schimke .  Also lending 
their expertice was John 
Bell as set designer, 
Sharon Steward as co-
sume designer, Vince 
Hancock as sound 
desighner, Emmet 
Reimer as lighting de-
signer, Marty Yaple as 
sound engineer, and 
Marty Cupp as scenic 
artist.  The production's 
stage manager and as-
sistant stage manager 
was Rob Lata and Valerie 
Spalding. 
    With the help of every-
one from the Director to 
the set designer and from 
the leads to the extras 
“The Sound of Music” 
was a spectacular per-
formance that will not 
soon be forgotten by it's 
audiences. 
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 By: Corey Ernst 

The Shawshank 

Redemption 

    The Shawshank Re-
demption directed by 
Frank Darabont, is defi-
nitely a must-see. Star-
ring Tim Robbins and 
Morgan Freeman, this 
film tells the story of Andy 
Dufresne, a success full 
banker as he is forced to 
become accustomed to 
prison life after he is 
found guilty of murdering 
his wife and the man she 
was cheating with. 

    Wow. This movie is 
one of those that “you just 
have to see.” If you are 
one of the few people that 
have not seen this movie, 

rent it . It is so well made 
and the acting is so good, 
that it would be a good 
rent from the New rack in 
Family video. It’s an older 
movie so it’s not there 
anymore, but it is defi-
nitely worth the $1 to get 
it from the favorites sec-

tion.  A+ 
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By: Will Wahr        

Dumb and Dumber                                                                                                      

    For the first edition of 
Will’s “In case you haven’t 
Seen it”, I thought I’d go 
with a classic. The movie 
is Dumb and Dumber. 
This slapstick comedy, 
released in 1994, was 
directed by brothers Peter 
and Bobby Farrelly and 
follows the life of Harry 
Dunne and Lloyd Christ-
mas, two dim-witted best 
friends that are out on 
their luck. The movie be-
gins with both Harry and 
Lloyd losing their jobs. 
Desperate for money and 
a new beginning, Lloyd 
convinces Harry that they 
should head west towards 
Aspen, although Lloyd’s 

true motive is to find a  

beautiful young girl that 
lost her briefcase at the 
airport. Along the open 
road, they face numerous 
obstacles, many of them 
self-induced, which begin 
to tear apart their friend-
ship. This hilarious com-
edy stars Jim Carrey and 
Jeff Daniels, who do an 
amazing job at picking up 
the slack from a lack-
luster performance from 
the secondary cast mem-
bers.  

A- 
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 The cast of Cinderella is in need of costumes.    

Ball Gowns (a.k.a. Prom Dresses)    �     Tunics/Peasant Tops    �� Peasant Skirts 

*If you have anything that the cast may borrow bring it to  

Mrs. Helge in the choir room or find Alex Schaufele  

By: Susan Yates 

    On March 12, 2009, 
Manistee United Method-
ist Church had the oppor-
tunity to take its youth 
group to a rock concert 
with a positive message. 
Winter Jam 2009 is the 
name and it is the biggest 
touring concert in the 
country. Stars like Toby 
Mac, Hawk Nelson and 
Francesca Battistelli were 
on the line up. The stu-
dents that attended this 
high energy, family 
friendly event from MHS 

were Kirsten Sheffield , 
Megan Dietz , Allison 
Socher , Susan Yates , 
Ashley Brown and Erin 
Crothers .  

    Even though there was 
great, popular music at 
this concert, attendees 
got something bigger than 
just entertainment out of 
that night. Guest speaker 
Tony Nolan, who was tour 
pastor for Casting 
Crowns, inspired the au-
dience, through comedy, 
to start thinking about 
their own purpose in life. 
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By: Greg Olsen 

  Last spring, 
thanks to a two year old 
Wal-Mart gift card, I was 
introduced to the band, 
Vampire Weekend. 

Like most of Con-
sisting of members, Ezra 
Koenig, Chris Baio, Ro-
stam Batmanglij, and 
Chris Tomson, these New 
York natives formed the 
band in early 2006, while 
all attending Columbia 
University. Generating an 
early fan base around the 
university while playing at 
local campus parties, the 
four self released and 
handed out burnt tapes of 
tracks made primarily 
from their dorm rooms. 
Using a variety of instru-
ments including guitar, 
bass, drums, keyboard, 
violin, cello, and harp, the 
group’s music seemed 
fresh to times and 
brought something new to 
the music scene that had-
n’t been heard.  

“We always felt 
like we were doing some-
thing special,” said, bass-
ist, Chris Tomson, in a 
2008 interview at Bon-

naroo, “but I don’t think 
any of us really imagined 
it would take us any-
where.” 

 The group contin-
ued to play local venues 
around the Columbia area 
for much of 2007. The 
band’s fame went to new 
levels after, credible news 
paper, The New York 

Times, 
wrote a 
review of 
the group, 
and clas-
sified 
them as:  
“as excit-
ing as 
The 
Beatles.” 
With this 
new 
found 
support 
behind 
them, 
Vampire 

Weekend, a title originally 
used as Baio’s independ-
ent film project for school, 
embarked on a year long 
tour across the country 
shortly after graduation.  

“It was a risk,” 
said Baio, in an interview 
with daytrotter.com, “and 
defiantly one that we sec-
ond guessed at the start. 
We’re fortunate it’s all 
starting to make some 
sense.” 

Vampire Weekend 
have been fortunate 
enough to continually stay 
current with the media, 
after making appearances 
at Bonnaroo last summer, 
Late Night with Jooles 
Holland, and as Obama 
supports men on the pre-
vious campaign tour. 

 The band re-
leased their self titled 
album in the fall of 2008. 
With a sound described 

as “Upper West Side 
Soweto” with “preppy well 
read indie rock influ-
ences,” the band’s catchy 
songs, rhythm, and lyrics 
make the eleven track 
album enjoyable from 
start to finish. The 
group’s success lead 
them to headline on Sat-
urday Night Live, last 
December. With hit songs 
like Oxford Comma, Wal-
cott, Cape Cod Kwassa 
Kwassa, and A-Punk, 
their debut single, Vam-
pire Weekend has estab-
lished themselves as a 
premiere group for years 
to come.  

 To get your 
hands on some of Vam-
pire Weekend’s music, 
check out: 

www.daytrotter.co
m or their website: 
www.vampireweekend.co
m  
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By: Miles Allen 

     Scrolling through the 
library, this week’s focus 
falls upon The Book 
Thief, written by Markus 
Zusak. It’s the story of a 
young girl in Hitler’s Ger-
many, who was aban-
doned at an early age 
and left with a loving fos-
ter family. The story takes 
on the an interesting per-
spective, because it is 
told by Death, the same 
black cloak and scythe 
wielding visage you pic-
ture in your mind, in 
which he states he finds 

amusing on how we, as 
humans, picture him. 

    Liesel, the girl and the 
“book thief” of the novel, 
is a generally happy and 
curious girl, who finds 
escape in books, in which 
she learns to read from 
her foster father. She 
finds books amazing, and 
through-out the novel, it 
becomes a theme in 
which she wants to write 
her own book. However, 
with the name Death 
gives her, “book thief” is 
not because she goes out 

of her way to take the 
books, but rather takes 
books that are no longer 
anyone’s, such as from a 
book burning. She even 
makes friends through 
books. 

    There is no doubt that 
this is a powerful book, 
and while many tragic 
events are foretold by the 
narrator, it does not make 
them any less destructive. 
There aren’t enough rec-
ommendations for this 
book, and clocking in at 
five-hundred and sixty 
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pages, it’ll give plenty of 
time to truly digest it’s 
message or words and 
their power.  

By: Kyle Bassett 

    Many comic books and 
graphic novels have had 
Hollywood adaptations. 
The latest comic movie to 
come out was The 
Watchmen. The Watch-
men is a darker version of 
traditional superhero sto-
ries. It delves deep into 
each characters psyche 
and explores how the 
mind of a hero works. 

    The story starts in an 
alternate history New 
York in 1985 where 
masked heroes are out-
lawed and the U.S. is 
leading closer to nuclear 

war with the U.S.S.R. An 
ex-masked hero working 
for the government is 
murdered. One hero 
turned vigilante, Ror-
schach, investigates the 
murder, which leads him 
to interact with most of 
the other ex-heroes. They 
uncover a plot of one of 
their own to murder mil-
lions of people, but to 
bring ultimate peace be-
tween countries. 

    Each character brings 
something unique to the 
story. The acting and 
storyline are decent. The 
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movie became drawn out 
at some points, but the 
action and special effects 
were good. The intensity 
and gore of some scenes 
are not meant for every-
one. The way the movie 
is put together is defiantly 
aimed more towards fans 
of The Watchmen comic, 
or comics in general. 
Fans of 300 or V for Ven-
detta may be interested 
in this movie. 

 

 B  

By: Zack Miller 

If you’re a music 
lover, you know that 
sometimes you just want 
to hear something new 
and exciting. If you want 
to find great music, I 
would suggest visiting 
www.pitchfork.com. Pitch-
fork offers the latest 
news, album reviews, tour 
dates, pictures, upcoming 
artists, song clips, and 

anything new in the world 
of music. It is a very use-
ful site and is also user 
friendly. 

Pitchfork Media is 
a website that originated 
in Chicago in 1995. Its 
founder, Ryan Schreiber, 
originally devoted the 
entire site to music re-
views and numerous “Top 
100” lists.  Over the 
years, Pitchfork has 

transformed into more of 
a tool for music-buffs who 
are looking for something 
new to listen to. Pitchfork 
covers a very broad 
range of music, from rock 
to hip-hop or anything 
other genre that interests 
you.  

Maybe the most 
unique aspect of Pitchfork 
is the ability to search for 
new artists with similar 

/�����������"����/�����������"����/�����������"����/�����������"����� ���
sounding music as your 
favorite bands. The “New 
Artist Search” offers sug-
gestions of several bands 
to listen to with similar 
sounds as your favorite 
artists.  

Next time you’re 
at home downloading 
music, visit 
www.pitchfork.com for 
suggestions. Enjoy the 
new music. 
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· Alex Schaufele 
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Wednesday  
3/18 

Thursday  
3/19 

Friday  
3/20 

Saturday  
3/21 

Sunday  
3/22 

Monday  
3/23 

Ping Pong Club 
Meeting after 

school 

Vs. and Jv. 
Baseball @ Big 
Rapids – 4 pm 

  
Vs. and Jv. Soft-
ball @ Big Rap-

ids – 4pm 
  

The Sound of 
Music – 8pm 
@ Ramsdell 

The Sound of 
Music – 8pm 
@ Ramsdell 

   First Girls 
Tennis Prac-
tice 3:30-6:30 

By: Mallory Barkholz 

What is going to be the hardest part of third term for you?  

Freshman Junior Senior Senior 

 “Definitely    
Geometry!” 
 

 

- Jenna Vincent 

 “Statistics.”  
 

 

 

-Chris Engstrom 

 “English is 
over...so proba-
bly APES.” 

 

-McKenzie Majchrzak 

 “I don’t really 
have a hard 
schedule, but 
probably World 
War II.” 

- Jessica Schimke 
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