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By: Rose Savela

Last Friday both the
boys and girls ski teams
brought two regional tro-
phies back to MHS. Their
top place finish means
they will be heading to
Marquette next Monday to
compete for the state title.

The girls’ team domi-
nated the competition with
a comfortable thirty-seven
point lead over the second
place Cadillac team. Both
teams along with Traverse
City St. Francis qualified
for next week’s state finals.

Individually, Katie Bramble raced
her way into the top spot in both the
slalom and giant slalom.

“As a senior that was really nice to

By: Mallory Barkholz

It was a long, fun week with many
activities and events but the end result
was a bit of a surprise. For the first
time in known history, the Freshman
took first place in Winter Carnival
Week. The winners of Winter Carnival
are crowned King and Queen and this
year Kelly Schubert and Dillon Rankin
were the lucky couple to receive this
great honor.

There was definitely a different buzz
going around after the winners were
announced and no one knew quite
what to do, but the freshman were
ready to celebrate. According to the
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come out on top with two wins,” Bram-
ble said.

Junior Kari Paine took second in
both events.

Behind Bramble and Paine, Natha-

new crowned queen, Kelly Schubert, “I
think our class works really well to-
gether, especially this time, to pull of a
win.” The seniors and sophomores
tied for second place with juniors
bringing up the rear.

When it came down the events,
freshman pulled off an impressive
mock rock for it being their first year,
and dominated in the assembly games
on Friday. The most exciting part of
assembly was the rousing ending
where the freshman beat the seniors in
the final round of tug-of-war. Al-
though the sophomores won both
mock rock and banner, they did
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lie Kenny got sixth, Andrea
Paine eighth, and Delaney
Bachman thirtieth.

In the giant slalom Kenny
got third, Paine eleventh,
Bachman twenty-first, and
Candace Coyle forty-fifth.

While the boys’ victory
wasn't as comfortable, they
still managed to come out on
top. They finished eighteen
points ahead of the number
one state-ranked Harrison
team, who looks to be their
top competition again in Mar-
guette next week.

In the boys’ race Keegan Janowiak
took second in the slalom and third in
the giant slalom.

Continued on pg 2

not do as well as the freshman when it
came to dress-up days and assem-
blies.

When it comes down to it, Manistee
High School obviously has some
highly school spirited underclassman
and it will be exciting to see them com-
pete in the future. According to Mr.
Joseph, “From what | hear the eight
and seventh grade classes are just as
enthusiastic. So it is going to make for
a really spirited, fun filled year at MHS
next year.”




By: Kyle Bassett

Filer Township was
named after Delos L.
Filer, a man of many
talents from New York
State. During his life,
Filer held many jobs,
but is most remem-
bered for his invest-
ment in the lumber
company. Filer was
born in 1817 and lived
until July 26, 1879.

Before Filer moved
to Manistee, it is re-
ported that he worked
as a farmer, school
teacher, lumberman,
merchant, and a cigar
salesman. He arrived
to Manistee in 1853. At
this time there was a
lack of job profession-
als forcing people to
take up some of the
empty jobs. Before the
arrival of a professional
doctor, Filer worked as
the local doctor so that
people wouldn’'t have
travel to Milwaukee or

Grand Haven.

Filer also worked on
legal issues to the best
of his abilities before
T.J. Ramsdell came to
Manistee  with  his
knowledge of law. He
also held various city
offices including county
clerk. Filer was most
successful in investing
in the sawmill industry.

His first investment
was the purchase of a
half interest in the
Batchelder mill which
would soon become
the largest mill in Ma-
nistee at the time.
Later, Filer claimed
ownership of the Potter
mill. Potter mill would-
n't turn over the prop-
erty to the mortgage
holder, James Luding-
ton, who was repre-
sented in Manistee by
Filer. Different transac-
tions took place over
the next few vyears,
which turn over the

ownership to Filer.

Filer is responsible
for the development of
the community of the
same name in the
south part of Manistee.

Also for the Chippewas in
the slalom were Michael
Bobian in fourth, Paul
Swedenborg in  sixth,
Joe Frederick fourteenth,
Franklin  Loomis Six-
teenth, and Griffin
Brooks twenty-seventh.

Chippewas finishing
behind Janowiak in the
giant slalom were Swe-
denborg in sixth, Bobian
in seventh, Frederick
seventeenth, Loomis
twenty-second, and
Brooks fortieth.

He eventually moved
to Ludington where
continued to be active
in the community. It
was there that Filer
died of health compli-
cations.

The ski team will take
the long trip up to Mar-
quette this weekend to
get some practice on the
hills and prepare for the
state finals on Monday.

“I'll be pretty nervous
individually, that's just the
type of person | am,”
Bramble said of Mon-
day’s race. ‘I think if we
all ski strong though we
have a good chance.”




By: Kyle Bassett

Since the Wright
Brothers, a new fast,
way to travel the coun-
try has emerged and
presidents have taken
full use of that. Presi-
dent Obama is the lat-
est name to the list of
presidents who have
flown in Air Force One.

President  Franklin
D. Roosevelt started
the first presidential
airplane in 1944. Back
then it was called
Presidential Pilot Of-
fice. The first president
to utilize a jet was John
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By: McKenzie Majchrzak

Manistee Area Public
Schools has a group of
teachers, staff, and par-
ents which has become
quite involved in the idea
of a green school system.
Last year the Green
Team was founded to
help protect the environ-
ment in a variety of differ-
ent ways. The Green
Team has done a lot
since its creation and is
now seeing the impact
their actions over the last
year have made on local
schools.

One of their first goals
was recycling in MAPS
schools, because it was
not available to all of the
school buildings. Jeffer-
son, Madison, and Middle
School were without, so
the team stepped in, pro-
viding them the opportu-
nity to recycle the large

F. Kennedy. The cur-
rent Air Force One was
first used in 1990 by
George H.W. Bush.

Obama first got a
chance to ride Air
Force One on his way
to the inauguration as
he flew from Chicago
to Washington.

In emergencies, the
President is perfectly
capable of running the
country at 45,000 feet.
Air Force One is fitted
with equipment resis-
tant to EMPs and also
includes secure com-
munication lines. On
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amount of paper associ-
ated with schools. The
elementary schools are
even using this program
as a fund raiser, and are
able to sell their paper
back to PCA. Even
though it may cost an
additional five dollars a
month to provide this ser-
vice, the team believes it

board, security is top
priority.

Air Force One isn't
without it's luxuries.
The large jet has two
galleys, each capable
of feeding 100 people.
Air Force One has a

is  well
worth it.

The

custodi-

a n s

around

the dis-

trict have

even

switched

their

cleaning

products

to vege-

table

based,

which

means

less toxins are around the
students and faculty.

One of the most signifi-
cant changes has been
that the kitchen staff have
gotten rid of the Styro-
foam trays and replaced
them with plastic ones
instead. It does require
more time for the staff,

presidential suite to
allow the President to
rest on long trips. The
suite has it's own bath-
room, office, and con-
ference room. In some
cases, press briefings
have taken place on
Air Force One.

but the environmental
benefits are well worth it.
Green Team member, Mr.
Postma said, “people are
interested in taking these
steps.” Additional steps
have even been taken,
because the kitchen staff
has decided to begin
bringing in local vegeta-
bles and freezing them.
This allows students to
have home grown food
from their own commu-
nity, instead of processed
and canned food.

The Green Team
would also like to ac-
knowledge that Earth Day
will be coming up in the
future, and that everyone
should help by getting
involved and cleaning up
not only our community,
but the whole Earth in
general.




By: Ashley Tiefenthal

There is always some-
thing new going on here at
MHS and this week is no
exception. To raise aware-

By: Rose Savela

Every other Sunday at
The Grounds there is an
opportunity to hear live
music free of charge for
anyone who is interested.

Starting at seven
o'clock, open mic night
features people from
around town playing and
singing songs of their
choice for the audience.

Last week’s line-up
included Marty Yaple, the
lead singer of Ideal Bal-
ance, Benjamin Ecker, a
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ness about the new ping
pong club starting up and
to raise money for Relay
for Life, MHS is holding a
ping pong tournament this
week.

Sign ups for the tourna-
ment were held all last
week and go through
Tuesday after school. If
all goes as planned the
tournament  will  start
Wednesday at lunch.

There will be two sepa-
rate tournaments held,
one at each lunch. There
is a one dollar entry fee
that will be donated to
Relay for Life. Prizes will
be awarded to the top
competitors. This tourna-
ment is open to all MHS
staff and students.

“I'm hoping it's going to
raise a lot of awareness
that we have a ping pong
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local youth group leader,
and several MHS stu-
dents including Jessica
Shimke, Max Dough-
erty, Jarrod Vickers , and
Chas Helge.

Although there wasn't
an open mic this past
weekend, this Sunday
(Feb. 22" there will be
one starting at 7pm.

If live music or seeing
your fellow classmates
display their talents inter-
ests you, it is a guaran-
teed good time.
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By: Rose Savela

This Friday, February
20" from 4:30 to 7:30pm
a Pancake Supper will be
offered in the MHS.

Manistee Area Public
Schools (MAPS) is host-
ing this event in order to
raise money for the Ma-
nistee County Relay for
life that takes place each
summer.

The Manistee County
Relay for Life has been

recognized as one of the
most successful Relay for
Life events in the nation
due to its great turn out
and support each year.

Other events that will
raise awareness and
money for Relay for Life
include the current ping
pong tournament, an up-
coming talent show and
mini-relay that both will be
put on by Student Coun-
cil, and many more.

Prices for Friday's din-
ner are five dollars for
people ten and older,
three dollars for people
between four and nine
years old, and free for
anyone younger.

Team MAPS encour-
ages everyone to come
and enjoy a great meal
and most importantly do-
nate to the research of
cancer by coming this
Friday.

club and to get people
really psyched,” said
Corey Ernst, the organ-
izer of the tournament.
“Plus it's raising money
for a good cause.”

So if you want some
entertainment in  your
lunch hour make sure you
sign up for this fun filled
tournament!

Jarrod Vickers performs Death Cab For Cutie’s “I Will Fol-
low You into the Dark” during open mic night on Feb. 8".




By: Ashley Tiefenthal

What was your favorite
part of winter carnival
week?

Jonah Dougherty-

“My favorite part of winter
carnival was the dance
boiii!”

By: Greg Olsen

This past Monday,
the seventh, eighth,
and high school bands
held their annual pre-
festival concert at 7pm,
on the high school
auditorium stage.

The concert, which
for numerous years
has been used to
showcase the selected
pieces that will be pre-
formed by the bands at
the MSBOA District
Festival, brought out a
large crowd of parents,
students and members
of the community. The
seventh grade kicked
off the concert with
their renditions of, John
Edmondson’s, Brandy
Station March, Anne

Casey Hogan-

“The dance by far!”

McGinty's, Am-
berwood Over-
ture, Jared
Spears, A Furi-
ous Fable, and a
sight reading
demonstration.

The eighth
followed up this
act by perform-
ing, Eric Oster-
ling’s, Tall Ce-
dars March,
John
Edmondson’s, Crystal
City Overture, and
James Curnow’s, Can-
ticum.

The night was con-
cluded by the High
School Symphonic
Band, who preformed
Karl King's, Alamo
March, Frank Tichelli's,

Rose Savela-

“l thoroughly enjoyed the
whole week. WC '09 was
TITE.”

doing hair and make up,
and putting dresses on. It
was quite an adventure
really.”

Loch Lomond, and Wil-
liam Himes’, Life
Dances, which was just
recently recommended
to MSBOA Basic Music
List for Class AA High
Schools.

Each the seventh,
eighth, and high school
bands are notorious for
getting one ratings at

Chelsie Niemi-

“My favorite part of winter
carnival was definitely
getting ready with my
friends. We were
crammed into one bath-
room doing hair and
make up, and putting
dresses on. It was quite
an adventure really.”

the actual evaluation
festivals. Aside from
displaying their skills to
the community, Mon-
day’s concert also
helped prepare the
High School Band for
their performance at
Central Michigan Uni-
versity later this month.




By: McKenzie Majchrzak

Winter Carnival kicked
off its most popular event
of the week on Thursday,
Mock Rock. After an un-
fortunate showing last
year, the event was al-
most cancelled, but the
MHS students responded
and pulled off a very good
showing.

The Freshmen started
the night off with a combi-
nation of skits involving
Mr. Nezki. Michael Bond
stared as the Chip's math
teacher, and helped the
underclassmen take
home second place for
the event.

Next up for the night

By: Corey Ernst

Manistee’s Quiz Bowl
team did very well this
last week, traveling to
Kent city to win all three
of their matches on Feb-
ruary 11"

The Quiz Bowl team
dominated the competi-
tion, winning 125-75
against Newego, 155-90
over Fremont, and 225-90
against Orchard View.
These latest wins for the
team have meant good
things for the MHS team.

Lee Gramza, Manis-
tee’s coach explained,
“The Manistee High
School Varsity Quiz Bowl
Team is now the only
team that remains unde-
feated in league play.”

Gramza was very
pleased with the results,
saying that “it was a great
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were the Sophomores,
who had already taken
home a first place finish in
the banner contest, and
they did not fail to take
home another one. With a
combination of SNL skits,
and group dancing, the
Sophomores placed first
for the night. According to
Mr. Joseph the MC for the
night, the Beyonce per-
formance, played by Tay-
lor Roberts, was the "best
lip sync performance of
the night."

Following the under-
classmen were the Jun-
iors, who began the night
by following up their last
years performance by
bringing back Hanz and

012

night all around.”
There were a few
members who
Gramza said did
very well.

He was very
happy with Cap-
tain  Will  Wahr,
and Co-Captain
Laura Lindgren.
Coach  Gramza
also said that,
“Junior  Christian
Parkes turned in a
stellar  perform-
ance that could not
be matched by our
competition, and
Senior Corey
Ernst came
through with his
best night since joining
the team.”

The JV team also did
well, winning all three of
their matches, against
Ludington, Orchard View,

Franz, played by
Allen Potts and
Cody Elzinga.
Along with more
dancing skits, the
Juniors  placed
forth for the night.
At the end of the
night it was time
for the Seniors,
who had a very
disappointing turn
out last. However,
they were able to
step it up in their
final year by creat-
ing the "the best
skit performance of
the night", says
Joseph.

Overall, the students
created a very entertain-

and Newego. Both the
JV and varsity teams will
be competing next in Ra-
venna on February 25"

ing night for the commu-
nity, and everyone is
surely looking forward to
next year.
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The Girls Varsity team
moved its record to 14-3 in
the last week as they
picked up wins against Pine
River and Shelby and
dropped a heartbreaker to
Fremont.

Last night the Lady
Chips faced an athletic
Pine River team (14-3) and
battled to pick up the win.
Both teams came out
strong as there were multi-
ple lead changes and ties
within the first quarter, but
the Bucks were able to
steal the lead 19-13 at the
end.

In the second quarter the
team played evenly as
each scored nine points for
a 27-22 score at intermis-
sion.

The last few minutes of
the game were huge for
Manistee as they trailed by
seven with around five min-
utes to go when Rose
Savela buried a three
pointer and Alex Niemi got
fouled and converted on
both of her free throws.

Moments later Manis-
tee’s defense created a
turn over which McKenzie
Majchrzak converted into
another Chippewa three
pointer to put the Chips a
head 43-42 and they never
trailed again.

“There’s no doubt about
it — that little series of time
was very, very important,”
Manistee’s Coach, Ken
Kott, told the Manistee
news advocate “We kept
fighting to try and grab that
lead all night long, and I
think once we got there, we
felt pretty confident that we
might hold on.”

Manistee did hold on as
the Bucks struggled to
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The girls varsity team gathers for the national ant
game earlier this season.

make free throws and the
Chips made theirs to grab
the 49-46 victory.

Leading the way for
Manistee was Savela with
twenty-five points, six as-
sists, five rebounds, and
three steals. Julia Maksym
and Ashley Tiefenthal
scored seven a piece,
McKenzie Majchrzak had
six, and Niemi was big
going four for four from the
line for all of her points.

In the Shelby game, the
lady chips struggled to
come out strong as the
tigers jumped out to a 10-4
lead in the first quarter. The
Girls battled back to tie the
game at twenty-four at the
half. In the second half the
teams traded baskets as
both strung together some
nice runs.

Although free throw
shooting was not pretty all
night for the Chippewas as
they went 17-26 from the
line, it won the game for
them as Junior Rose

Savela made one of two
free throws, with 3.6 sec-
onds left.

Savela led the Chippe-
was with twenty-seven
points and three assists.
Following her, were Ashley
Tiefenthal with  twelve
points, Kristen Merkey
with five, Julia Maksym
with two points and five
rebounds, Alex Niemi and
Sarah Solberg had two
points apiece and Krista
Cabot finished with one.

The next night the Chips
got on the road and headed
down to Fremont, where
once again they struggled
to make their free throws,
and this time it cost them
the game.

The Girls started off well
and jumped out to an early
lead which they maintained
most of the game. With
around three minutes left in
the contest the chips held a
twelve point lead that was
soon to disappear. The
Packer's McKenzie Lantz

hemin a

caught fire and hit for three
three-pointers in a short
time span.

With time winding down
the packers were forced to
foul in order to get the ball
back. Due to poor free
throw shooting by the Lady
Chips, and a traveling call
with four seconds left, it
worked and the Packers
were able to gain them-
selves a 48-46 win.

Rose Savela and Ash-
ley Tiefenthal led the Chip-
pewas with seventeen
points a piece. Julia Mak-
sym followed them with
eight, Sarah Solberg had
four and Kristen Merkey
one.

The girls travel to Benzie
tomorrow to hopefully pick
up another win.
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By: Rose Savela

Friday night the boys’
basketball team pulled out
a victory for the large crowd
in attendance for the Winter
Carnival festivities. The
Chips (6-11) used their
entire bench to down the
class C Brethren Bobcats
(3-12) 54-30.

Scoring for the Chippe-
was were Kyle Cone with
thirteen, Ryan Helminiak
with ten, Kevin Kott and
Brandon Sandberg with
seven, Gus Lagerquist
with six, Zack Riley with
four, Chris Hansen with
three, and Tim Jensen and
Ethan Coppola with two.

Less than twenty-four
hours later, the Chips re-
turned to the court to play
the Benzie Huskies (9-6),
but unfortunately came out

By: McKenzie Majchrzak

On February 15 at the
US Airways Center in
Phoenix, Arizona, the top
NBA players of the league
came together in the an-
nual All-Star game. The
West brought in the famous
duo of Shag and Kobe, and
the two teamed up together
once again to bring home a
victory over the East. The
final score of the night
turned out to be the West
winning 146-119.

Kobe led all scorers in
the game with 27 points,
while Shaq turned in 17,
and together they shared
the MVP trophy for the
night. Shag rebounded his
way back into the game
from his miss last year.
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with a different result.

In their last home game
of the season, the Chips
went down early in the
game, but fought their way
back in the third quarter.
The game was tied entering
the fourth, but the Huskies
switched up their defense
and the Chippewas couldn’t
answer.

Leading the way in scor-
ing for the Chippewas for
the Benzie game were Tim
Jensen with fourteen,
Brandon Sandberg and
Ethan Coppola with thir-
teen, Gus Lagerquist with
nine, Ryan Helminiak with
six, and Kyle Cone with
three.

The Chippewas don't
play until next Monday as
they travel to face the Fre-
mont Packers.
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For the East, LeBron
James led with 20 points,
followed by Paul Pierce and
Dwayne Wade with 18
apiece.

The game started out in

Ryan Helminiak attempts a dunk in Friday
night's game against Brethren.

the East’s favor, because
with 5:44 remaining in the
first quarter the score was
20-10. However, that's
when Shag entered onto
the floor, and worked with

Kobe to go on a 19-0 run.

The game was pretty
much over from there, the
West taking home the vic-
tory for the night.




By: Rose Savela

In their last meet before
district competition, the
Chippewa wrestlers split
against Newaygo and Mar-
tin last Wednesday, placing
second after Martin.

The team was excited
with their victory over Ne-
waygo as they were de-
feated by them earlier in
the season.

“The last time we saw
Newaygo, we lost by 20
points, so this win is abso-
lutely an exclamation point
on our year,” said Manistee
coach Chris Codden told
the News Advocate.

He also added that “it
was a very good competi-
tion against Martin.”

Now the team looks to

By: Ashley Tiefenthal

Playing three games in
four nights the Manistee
Chippewa hockey team
picked up a win, a tie, and
a loss.

The Chips faced Cadil-
lac, a top division three
team in the state, on
Wednesday night and
dropped a close one. Ma-
nistee dug themselves in a
hole early going down 3-0,
but battled back to score
two goals in the final pe-
riod, though they couldn’t
get any closer.

Joey Tomczyk and Nolan
LeClaire both scored for the
Chips and goalie Brandon
Fitzgerald had twenty-two
saves that night.

Friday night the Chippe-

finish out its season as they
head into team districts this
Thursday and individual
districts this Saturday.

However, for some, it
may not be the last time
they hit the mats. Senior
captain Caleb Bailey feels
like he has a good possibil-
ity of advancing from dis-
tricts to the state finals.

“I think my chances on
moving on are good,” said
Bailey . “I'm moving on for
sure if | win my first two
matches.”

After a disappointing turn
out at districts last year for
the whole team, they are
hoping to have multiple
people advance this year.

As for Caleb and all of
the seniors, this is their last
chance.
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was faced a tough Grand
Haven team whom they
tied. Marek Pospisil and
Nolan LeClaire both
slapped in a goal in the
contest, while Brandon
Fitzgerald had twenty-six
saves as goalie.

The following night the
Chips got back on the ice
and dominated Grand Rap-
ids Christian for a 5-2 win.

Scoring for Manistee
were Nolan LeClaire and
Marek Pospisil with two a
piece, and Connor Nowac-
zyk with one. Goalie Bran-
don Fitzgerald only had to
make eight saves as the
Chips out-shot Grand Rap-
ids 29-10.

“It was a tremendous chal-
lenge for our kids,” Manis-

“That adds some pres-
sure,” said Bailey about
being a senior. “But the
quicker | end the match the

better I'll feel. | hate close
matches.”

5-5

tee coach Jon Raatz told
the News Advocate of the
string of games, “and they
showed the heart that they
have. It's what | keep say-
ing week after week —
nobody can coach heart.”

The Chips are off until
this Friday where they will

face West Ottawa for their
final home game of the
season.

MHS senior Brandon
Fitzgerald takes a
break during a game
earlier this season.




By: Corey Ernst

There Will be Blood

There Will be Blood is a
Drama/Action/Thriller film
released in 2007 by direc-
tor Paul Thomas Ander-
son. Starring Daniel Day
Lewis, this film has re-
ceived a large number of
awards and recognition
from a wide variety of
places, including two
Oscar awards.

By: Miles Allen

On the inter-
net, there are very
many images and
screens that would like
the title of ‘webcomic’,
but only a select few
ever reach a status
where they are com-
monly read by at least
40% of the 18-25
populaces that com-
monly commune on the

9 + 7

| personally was not a
very big fan of the movie.
It was very well produced
and was full of great act-
ing and depth, but it just
didn’t do it for me. While
watching the movie, it is
obvious that it was pro-
duced by someone who
knew what they were
doing; however | was not
a fan.

If you get into the ac-
tion/drama genre, watch
this movie, however if you
don'’t, leave There Will be
Blood on the Family
Video shelf.

NOT RATED

90 &4

internet. Such comics
include CtrlAltDelete
and 8-Bit Theater. Yet
one other, known as
Looking For Group,
has a decidedly large
fan base, despite only
being in production for
two years.

Due to the
popularity, Looking For
Group has hired a pri-
vately owned anima-
tion company known
as Blind Ferret Enter-
tainment, to produce a
feature film based on
the comic. This is
where our video of the
week comes in. Based
on the comic relief
character, Richard the
Warlock, the undead

By: McKenzie
Majchrzak

My Best Friend’'s Wed-
ding

In case you have not
seen My Best Friend's

Wedding, | would defi-
nitely recommend it.

Staring in the movie is
Julia Roberts, who plays
the best friend of her guy
friend, who suddenly tells
her he is getting married.
She is then determined to
break him and his new
wife to be up, because
she has secretly loved
him for the past nine
years. The overly zealous
fiancé tries to make Rob-
erts her best friend and
maid of honor, and then

sorcerer, the video fol-
lows him as he sings a
little ditty of destruction
and mayhem that takes
place prior to the
events in the comic.

Students that
are aware and even
enjoy old Disney tunes
will recognize the mu-
sic. It is a very well
done parody of ‘Part of
Your World’, aptly
named ‘Slaughter Your
World’, even though
Richard himself never
says those words ex-
actly.

Note that the
video does have vio-
lence and probably
isn’'t the best thing to
show off to your six

all kinds of issues arise
from it.

| really liked this movie
mainly because the end-
ing is not what | expected
it to be.

B+

year old siblings. How-
ever, there is abso-
lutely no cussing, and
if you can judge your
parent’s sense of hu-
mor and enjoy a little
dark humor and irony,
this video should make
it to your favorites by
the time the seagull
hits the ground.

www.youtube.com/watch
?v=fcbazH6aE2g




By: Miles Allen

Any gamer worth his
salt around Manistee can
attest to the notion that
this town does not pro-
mote the action of gam-
ing. Gamers are forced to
introversion due to a lack
of a public arena where
they can relax and play
with friends. This does
not stretch to just those
who like to hold a control-
ler in their hands, but
those who play with cards
or even a Monopoly
match.
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By: Greg Olsen

Once again, another
band that's earning its
place on billboards and
iTunes across the world is
the Fleet Foxes.

A band that can credit
myspace a majority of
their success to myspace,
the Seattle based quintet
was first formed in early
2005, while many of the
members were still in high
school. Robin Pecknold
and Skyler Skjelset, the
bands lead singers and
guitar  players, initially
created the band after
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However, Manistee
gamers of all varieties do
not have to look too far
for a place to play in pub-
lic with people who share
their interests. An estab-
lishment in Ludington
known as the Backstage
is run by a Scottville na-
tive, Nate Peterson.
Backstage Hobbies and
Games is a hobby shop
that also offers a full-on
video gaming room, as
well as card tables for
Trading Card Games and
maybe a hand or two of
Poker. Bring your own
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becoming close
friends over a mutual
appreciation of Bob
Dylan and Neil
Young, going by the
name The Pineap-
ples. However, after
a dispute with an-
other local band
claiming to already
have the same
name, the quintet
changed their name
to the Fleet Foxes
before releasing any pub-
licly recorded music.

“The Pineapples was
just one of the names you
call yourself when you
can't think of anything
else, and you say the first
thing you look at,” said
Skjelset, in an interview in
2007. “Fleet Foxes seems
much deeper, like some
evocative weird English
activity like fox hunting.”

Despite having a set
name, the band was still
widely unknown, and con-
tinued to play small ven-
ues throughout the Seatle
area. However, after post-

board game and you'l
soon find that you won't
have any more slots open
for everyone who wishes
to join in.

A friendly environment,
some discretion is ad-
vised due to it being a site
for so many different
groups of people from
many walks of life. There
are the classic geeks,
with thick rimmed glasses
and a drawn out stutter.
There are the more hard-
core gamers, preferring to
listen to their MP3's as
they carefully play their

ing their debut EP, Sun
Giant, on their myspace
page, the band received
over a quarter of a million
views in the first two
months. This booming
online success brought
the Fleet Foxes a wider
international fan base,
and caught the attention
of, major recording label,
SubPop.

Within no time, the
band was going in and
out of the studio recording
their debut full length al-
bum release, Fleet Foxes.
Since the band was first
put on a tight recording
budget, many of the
songs on the eleven track
album were recorded in
many of the members
basements and apart-
ments.

The album achieved
similar critical success as
the previous EP had.
Fleet Foxes received four
stars from Rolling Stone,
who compared it to the
likes of the Beach. The
band also was given a 9.0

cards with indiscretion.

Do note that it does
cost money to rent out a
console on his large
screened televisions, and
he currently lacks the
PS3 platform. But the
table room is free outside
of tournaments. There is
even a back room for pen
and paper games. Mr.
Peterson also sells retro
games and cards at the
front desk. So if you ever
feel the need to ‘get your
game on’, check out this
semi-local establishment
for some good fun.

out of 10 in a review by
Pitchfork. The Gaurdian,
too, was particularly com-
plimentary, awarding the
album five stars and de-
claring it "a landmark in
American music; an in-
stant classic." While the
group enjoyed moderate
success in the United
States, Fleet Foxes was
better received in Europe,
selling over 200,000 cop-
ies in the first five months
following the release.

More recently, the
band has made a grow-
ing name for themselves,
with  preformances on
The Late Show with Dave
Letterman and Saturday
Night Live.

To hear some music
from this great up and
coming band, you can
check out the myspace
page that innitially
brought them their suc-
c e s s a t
http://profile.myspace.co
m/index.cfm?fuseaction=
user.viewProfile&friendID
=403814244




By: Greg Olsen

It's no secret that
our country is currently
is as severe of an eco-
nomic crisis as around
the time of the Great
Depression. Although
this very real problem
is constantly around us
and repeatedly
pounded into our faces
by the media, | don’t
believe that many peo-
ple accept its reality.

| think the main
problem with our coun-
try right now isn’t the
economy, or the war,
or any other secondary
sideline catastrophe
thrown in our face, but
instead, the way the
media delivers it to us.
Since the Vietnam
War, every possible
misfortune that could
be reported to us is
reported. Our nation’s
downfalls seem to be
more a luxury for jour-
nalists and reporters
then a thing to get wor-
ried over.

There's an expres-
sion that, “no news is
good news,” and per-
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haps now that state-
ment is starting to
make sense. The me-
dia never covers the
good qualities or suc-
cess’ someone makes,
and if they do, they're
quick fifteen second
quips added to the end
of the final new cast of
the night. Although it's
true that these journal-
ists and reporters are,
like us, just trying to
earn a living, they've
made all of us immune
to every bit of actual
bad news there is. The
media has made this
time what it is. Flags at
half mast are as iconic
as listening to a mono-
tone broadcaster nam-
ing off a list of Ameri-
can soldiers that were
killed in combat. Each
night we are repeatedly
pounded by more and
more accounts of
deaths, debts, and
scandals of formerly
well respected politi-
cians.

Over time, this news
does nothing to us. It's
in our minds, and it's
even a topic we'll dis-
cuss, but it never
reaches us like it
should. Although the
media is partly to
blame for this, perhaps
this is just as much a
social problem on our
own behalf. We're liv-
ing in a time of real
chaos, and | don’t think
any of care enough to
do anything about it.

In his latest address

to the nation, President
Obama spoke of just
some of the negative
factors currently inflict-
ing our country. Fig-
ures like one out of
every eight homes in
Florida are currently
being foreclosed and
the amount of current
layoffs is the equivalent
of every person in
Maine loosing their job
is frightening, but
seemingly unreal. It's
always someone else’s
problem, or someone
else that needs to
change what their do-
ing. Also take into con-
sideration this opinion
is coming from a resi-
dent of Michigan, the
very same state that
currently has one of
the highest unemploy-
ment rates and a state
that cut road commis-
sioning costs by almost
13 million dollars to
jump start the lost
revenue.

Maybe this media
driven problem will
never change, and
maybe it's just another
luxury that is associ-
ated with the United
States. Our country is
currently facing a debt
of over 3 trillion dollars,
a sum that is literally
unimaginable and
nearly impossible to
even attempt ones
head around. Although
this debt is there, our
country doesn't live like
one that is in this kind
of debt. Even while our
formerly major automo-

tive companies are
asking for multi-billion
dollar bailouts, and
more and more com-
panies are foreclosing,
nothing will ever seem
truly real, because this
is America. There’s
always someone else
that is worse off, some
other issue that is
more important, and
some other future sum
of money we can con-
tinue to borrow from.
The people who cur-
rently have money
don't spend it because
of a fear created by the
media, but for every-
one else, that’s not
needed. Until the fear
driven media changes
their ways to become
part of the solution in-
stead of an addition to
the problem, it'll stay
this way for years to
come.

No one said it's per-
fect, but it’s just the
way it is.
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17. Tuesday

Girls Basketball
home vs. pine river

18. Wednesday

19. Thursday
Girls Basketball
@ Benize
Wrestling Individ-

ual Districts @ Mt.

Pleasant

20. Friday
NO SCHOOL
Freshmen boys
basketball @ Pine
River
Girls Basketball
home vs. Hart
Hockey
Home vs, West Ot-
tawa
Skate with the chips
to follow

21. Saturday
Wrestling

team districts @
Ogema Hts.

Hockey

@ Muskegan
Catholic Central

22. Monday

State Finals @ Mar-

23. Tuesday
Skiing

quette

24. Wednesday
Boys Basketball
@ Fremont
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