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By: McKenzie Majchrzak

Manistee High School is currently
undergoing a test trial in the laptop
department. Mr. Joseph’s CP English
IV class has been given laptops to trial
test them for the freshmen who plan to
get them later in the year, hopefully
third term, “lets keep our fingers
crossed”, says Mr. Blakey-Shell.

Currently the computers have been
a big success, and the class has even
taken a test in their room without hav-
ing to go to the computer lab. Jessica
Schimke says, “it will be really helpful
in class, because we wont have to
move around from lab to lab. It's a
really hands on approach especially in
our English class.”

The main reason the laptops have
become available is the fact that the
middle school has been trying to set
up a wireless card reader; however,
this has not been set up yet, so they
have become available for the high
school to use on a short term basis.

By: Ashley Tiefenthal

This past Thursday
some of Manistee
High's students headed
down to the Methodist
church in Ludington for
the choir solo and en-
semble festival.

This event was held by the Michigan
School Vocal Music Association, an
organization that any choir, high
school or junior high, can belong to.
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The CP English IV class is currently
using the computers to complete
one of their research papers.

The laptops being used are not the
ones that the freshmen will be using,
but they will still provide enough infor-
mation to show how the new ones will
work. The ones currently being used
were donated by a company in Detroit,
so that has helped cut back on ex-
pense, and that the software is not
Microsoft Word, but Open Office.

Joseph’s English class was chosen

Through this association the choirs are
allowed to participate in a variety of
festivals.

According to Mrs. Helge, the MHS
choir director, this was an open event
to anyone in the choir.

“Anybody who's in the choir pro-
gram can choose to either do a solo,
or any kind of ensemble; duet, trio
quartet, or whatever, “said Helge.

Participating in the festival was not
an easy thing to do as the kids were
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to be the genie pigs based on their
small class size, and the fact that Jo-
seph is very familiar with the Moodle
program, which is used quite fre-
quently in his class.

Not only will tests be able to be pre-
formed on them, but the multiple re-
search papers that the class does will
also be done on them while still in Jo-
seph’s class room. But are classes
ready for computers in the room? Ac-
cording to Joseph, “I've been ready for
years. Most of my college prep English
class is online. Now, not only will we
not take up the lab, but even the less
fortunate students who may not
have computer access outside school
can have the same opportunity for
success. It equals the playing field.”

With students giving feedback on
how the computers are functioning on
Moodle, the future laptops will no
doubt be a success.

expected to memorize and present
their music in front of an audience.
Even considering this MHS sent a nice
size group.

“We have about nine soloists go-
ing,” stated Helge a week before the
festival took place. “To do a solo they
have to memorize two pieces that are
of a contrasting nature, like one could
be quick and lively and one could be
slow and lyrical. We also have a bunch
of duets and the honors choir is going
as a bigger ensemble.”

The students performed in front of
a judge who wrote comments and let
them know what they need to improve
on and what they did well.

Continued on pg 11




By: Rose Savela

With Mr. March’s
master craft skills and
Aubree Gregorski' s gen-
erous help, a perfectly
sized platform for student
council’'s most recent
fundraiser was built a few
weeks ago. The two
worked for a whole week
to bring the fans at MHS
the opportunity to see
basketball games at a
different level.

Lazy boys have since
been mounted and raffled
off during basketball
games for the best seats
in the gym. It's only been
two weeks into the fund-
raiser and almost two-
hundred dollars has been
raised.

At each varsity basket-

By: Corey Ernst

In a world of antibacte-
rial, sterilizers, air purifi-
ers and disinfectors, peo-
ple often enjoy the feeling
of being “nice and clean.”
Sorry to break your soap
bubble, but research is
showing that this might
actually be bad for your
health.

The obsession of our
society with extreme
cleanliness often deprives
us of contact with the
plethora of bacteria, vi-
ruses, and intestinal
worms that thrive in dirt.
By ingesting, or at least
coming into contact with
dirt, our immune systems
get a huge boost.

By constantly trying to
sterilize everything we
come into contact with,

ball game, one ticket is
drawn and the winner
gets to pick a friend to sit
up on the platform with
them. The concession
stand will donate an as-
sortment of food for the
winners to enjoy.

Tyler Stec and Tyler
Maser were the first two
lucky winners of the suite
seats.

“It was insanity at its
finest,” both boys said of
their experience in the
seats.

“I just really hope | can
win again,” said Stec. “It
was sweet!”

Other student winners
include Will Wahr , Joel
Morehouse , and Alexa
Schneider .
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we are indeed eliminating
contact with bad mi-
crobes, but we are also
doing the same with the
good ones.

By keeping everything
super-clean, we have
also nearly completely
removed worms from our
population. While most
people would look at that
last sentence and say
that a worm-free environ-
ment is a good thing,
many studies have shown
that this may not always
be the case.

It has been proven in
mice-tests that certain
types of worms, such as
the whip worm, can be
used to treat autoimmune
diseases, such as multi-
ple sclerosis, eventually
having milder, and fewer
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Not only is student
council happy to profit
from the fundraiser, but
they enjoy what it brings
to the gym.

“l like the fundraiser, it
is a good one,” says Mr.
Bennett. “Most of all | like

flare-ups.

Pig whip worms are
also showing great poten-
tial at being able to treat
allergies, Crohn'’s dis-
ease, and many other
types of health problems.

Many of
these worms
are not hurtful
to humans
because we
have been
living with
them for so
long. Over the
centuries of
pig farms, both
the worms,
and us have
adapted to
each other.

Many peo-
ple believe
that this is the

what it adds to the atmos-
phere of our gym and the
games.”

Everyone is encour-
aged to buy a ticket and
have a chance at enjoy-
ing these awesome seats!

real reason why babies
and infants seem to so
persistently put things in
their mouth. The variety
of “germs” on those ob-
jects are training their
immune systems, helping
them to be much healthier
later on in life.




By: Kyle Bassett

There are very few
people in Manistee’s
history that have had
more influence on the
development of the city
than Thomas Jefferson
Ramsdell. A lawyer
from Plymouth, Ml,
Ramsdell contributed a
lot to Manistee through
his knowledge of law,
real-estate, and of
course, the famous
Ramsdell Theater.

Ramsdell was born
to Scottish parents in
1833. The early years
of his life was split be-
tween helping on his
dad’s farm in the sum-
mer and attending
school in the winter
with his brothers. He
was always interested
in law and eventually
attended the National
Law School at New

By: Kyle Bassett

January 22 marked
the first day of the 13"
Winter X-Games. This
event gathers the best
snowboarders, skiers,
and snowmobile riders
in the world. Some of
the most well-known
names include Shaun
White, Simon Dumont,
Tanner Hall, and Levi
LeVallee. Each year
these athletes push
their sports’ limits far-
ther and farther.

Xavier Bertoni of

York State. After be-
coming a lawyer,
Ramsdell worked as a
clerk for the Supreme
Court.

Manistee, at the
time, was a frontier
with very little legal
influence. Ramsdell
moved to Manistee in
response to the need
for authority. He began
his trip in the winter of
1860, taking him a
whole week to go from
Muskegon to Manistee.
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France won gold in the
men’ ski Superpipe.
Sarah Burke won gold
in the women'’s ski Su-
perpipe. Simon Dumon
performed and landed
the first ever double
front flip which landed
him a gold medal in the
ski Big Air. Anna Segal
won first place in
women'’s ski Slope-
style. TJ Schiller got
gold in men’s Slope
Style while Stanley
Hayer won first in
men’s SkierX. Ophelie
David took the gold in
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There was only a small
Indian trail for his horse
and sleigh to follow.
When he finally
reached the small
town, Ramsdell was
kindly greeted by the
local population.

Ramsdell was ac-
tively involved in the
community and held
multiple jobs. In 1867
he started a law firm
with E. E. Benedict. On
top of that, he helped
to open Manistee’s first
hardware store, bank,
and water works. He
also aided in producing
the first local newspa-
per, the Manistee Ga-
zette. Ramsdell in-
vested in multiple com-
mercial blocks in down-
town Manistee. His first
investment was re-
ported to be with Delos
L. Filer, with whom he
traded his horse and

*k

women'’s SkierX.

Shaun White was
the star for men’s
snowboading as he
took gold in both
Slopestyle and Super-
pipe. In other events,
Gold was awarded to
Nate Holland in men’s
Snowboarder X and to
Lindsey Jacobellis in
women’s Snowboarder
X. Jenny Jones won
women'’s slopestyle.
Torah Bright won gold
in women'’s Superpipe.
Travis Rice took gold in

sleigh for 40 acres of
land.

The most famous
contribution is obvi-
ously the Ramsdell
theatre. Construction
began in 1901. The
Ramsdell became the
main source of culture
in the growing frontier
town. The first ever
play performed here
was A Chinese Honey-
moon. It was met by a
sold out crowd and
thunderous applause
at the end.

Ramsdell is one of
the most remembered
names in Manistee. He
died on April 22, 1917.
Though it has been
nearly a century since
his contributions, their
affects are still felt.
Ramsdell helped make
Manistee what it is to-
day.

snowboard Big Air with a
double back flip back-
side 1080.

Continued on pg 4
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Snowmobiling in the
Winter X-Games is
similar to its motocross
cousin. Joe Parsons
triumphed over the
heavily favored Levi
LeVallee for gold in the
Speed and Style com-
petition. Parsons also
won gold in the free-
style competition. In
the Next Trick event,
Dane Ferguson won
gold. Tucker Hibbert
took gold in the snow-
mobile SnoCross.
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By: Greg Olsen

This past Saturday,
students in the Manis-
tee High School band
were evaluated and
critiqued by judges for
ratings at the annual
solo and ensemble in
Cadillac.

Numerous students
from a variety of high
schools around the
state preformed solos,
duets, trios, quartets,
and chamber ensem-
bles on a ratings scale
of one through four.
Events receiving a one
or two rating are re-
warded with medals,
but only the ones are
granted the opportunity

,(earbooks For Sale )
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Records are always
being broken at the
Winter X-Games and
this year was no ex-
ception. It's notable to
mention that Levi
LeVallee attempted the
first double back flip on
a snowmobile. He al-
most nailed it but the
landing was hard and
the sled threw him onto
the snow. Shaun White
is the only athlete to
win consecutive gold
medals two years in a

of performing later in
the year at the state
solo and ensemble.

Manistee, who has
built a reputation of
excellence and respect
at solo and ensembles,
sent an astonishing
thirty-nine events. Of
those, only three
events didn't medal,
including twenty-nine
one ratings.

"[IMHS] has got a
remarkable program,”
said, Benzie Central
High School band di-
rector, Michael Eagan,
during the evaluation of
Manistee's chamber
brass ensemble.
"You're very privileged
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row for the Superpipe.
Next year will surely
bring more record

to have the opportunity
to do these each year,

and it's always nice to

see the number of you
that take that opportu-

nity."

Aside from being a
privilege, solo and en-
semble proved to be a

I enjoyable experience
: for many of the MHS

| students.
|
"Getting medals

makes all the hard

I
I
I . )
| work worth it," said

braking and more great
competition.

Manistee Tuba player,
Zack Miller . "Once you
get past the nerves, it's
more of a rush being
able to play in front of a
random adjudicator."

Miller was one of
many MHS students
who competed and
excelled in a multiple
events on Saturday.

"I've been doing
them for years," contin-
ued Miller. "They're just
good fun."
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By: Corey Ernst

I while back | was out
ice fishing on Portage
lake and | saw some peo-
ple being pulled across
the frozen lake. . . by a
kite.

It looked really cool, so
| did my research on this
sport and | found out that
it is called snow kiting, a
version that has relatively
recently spun off from kite
boarding. Back in the 60’s
a man named Dieter Stra-
silla started experiment-
ing with snow parachut-
ing, which is pretty much
putting up a parachute
and letting the wind pull
you around, except he
wore skiis.

Then in the early 80’s
another man named Wolf
Beringer developed a
special kite that could be
used instead of a para-
chute. Wolf still was wear-
ing skiis, though. Just
recently, though it has
become popular to use a

$

By: Ashley Tiefenthal
Ryan Szpliet-

“Get my girlfriend some
flowers.”

-1 %

snow board.

Snow kiting has a lot in
common with kite board-
ing, but it has quite a few
big differences. One of
the most obvious differ-
ences is that it is done in
snow instead of on water.
The snow is a lot more
stable than water is (you
don’t find four foot break-
ers very often on snow).
This makes boarding a lot
easier. For the beginner
“kiter” snow kiting is
probably the way to go.

In order to start
snowkiting, you pretty
much only need pieces
of equipment, a kite with
the necessary ropes, a
snowboard, and probably
some safety equipment.
You can buy a trainer kite
for around 4 or 5 hundred
dollars, which is probably
the best way to start out
in this sport. You can buy
some of the cheaper ones
for around 250 or 300
dollars. This includes the

$
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Caitlin Dominick-

“Enjoy time with my boy-
friend. We don’t have
much planned but it is
always nice to get some
extra time. Maybe dinner
and a movie that night.”

kite and ropes. For the
snowboard, you can use
your snowboard, or skiis,
whichever is better for
you.

This year especially,
Northern Michigan has
gotten plenty of snow for
experimenting with this
new hobby, so if you have

Logan Randall-

“Hang out with my girls
and get ready for winter
carnival, go to the dance
and then spend the rest
of the night with them. “

some spare time why not
give this intense sport a
try? It's pretty cheap to
start up, get the adrena-
line pumping, and almost
seems to have been cre-
ated for board Michigan
high schoolers.

Julia Maksym-

“Spend the day with my
boyfriend, get ready for
winter carnival, go out to
eat with and spend the rest
of the night with (Tyler).”




Savela gets introduced at the beginning f the
game against Mason County. The two teams will
face off again the day after the Reed City game.

By: McKenzie Majchrzak

The Manistee High
School Varsity Girls’ bas

ketball team took down the

By: McKenzie Majchrzak

The Chippewas Girls'
Varsity Basketball team
faced off against the Mason
County Spartans on Tues-
day night for the second
time during the season, and
the Chips did not fail. Ma-
nistee beat the Spartans
52-38 to add another win to
their overall record of 12-2.

The Chips started out a
little slow, and struggled on
the offensive end, but a
nice run at the end of the
second quarter put them up
23-18. From then on, Ma-

Reed City Coyotes Monday
night 63-59. This game was
an extremely important
game, because the two
teams will most likely be

1

nistee was able to close the
deal, and finish the game
with a win. The Chips had
just gotten done playing
Reed City the previous
night, so that added to their
slow beginning.

Scoring for Manistee was
Kristen Merkey with 14,
Ashley Teifenthal finished
with 12, Rose Savela had
8, McKenzie Majchrzak 7,
Sarah Solberg 5, Julia
Maksym, Alex Niemi , and
Aubree Gregorski each
had 2.

facing each other in Dis-
tricts.

Manistee’s Rose Savela
put the Chips on the board
with a free through to start
the lead. However, they
soon fell behind 13-5 in the
first quarter, but went on a
run to close the gap to 15-
11 at the end of the quarter.
It was an extremely physi-
cal game, with both teams
going to the free throw line
multiple times, and Manis-
tee was able to capitalize
off of these fouls. The score
going into the half was
Reed City with the lead 30-
26.

The Chips found them-
selves in a very familiar
position, and had to dig
themselves out of the hole
they got themselves into,
and fortunately they were
able to come through. Ma-
nistee started the second
half with back to back buck-

ets from Kristen Merkey ,
and by the end of the third
the score was 46-44, with
Manistee only being down
by two.

Tough defense, free
throws and a well executed
stall helped lift the Chips
past the Coyotes during the
final couple minutes of the
game, because of smart
play and a well executed
offense.

Savela finished the
game with 21 points, Ash-
ley Tiefenthal putin 17,
followed by Kristen
Merkey with 9, Krista
Cabot with 6, Sarah Sol-
berg with 3, and McKenzie
Majchrzak and Alex Niemi
with two apiece.

Manistee will be playing
the following day against
Mason County Central who
they have beaten earlier in
the season.

The Varsity Girls’ team faced off against Mason
County Central earlier in the season.
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By: Rose Savela

For the second year in a
row, the boys and girls ski
teams have not only won
the conference title but
also finished with unde-
feated seasons.

In last Thursday’s meet,
the girls executed a perfect
race and finished with the
top four finishers in each
event.

Getting a perfect score
“really helped us out as a
team,” said senior Katie
Bramble. “It made us more
confident for the races
coming up.”

The boys also dominated
their race with their closest
opponent a whole fifty-nine
points behind.

This week, both teams
are preparing for their Re-

By: Greg Olsen
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gional meet at Crystal
Mountain.

“If they just do what
they’ve been doing all year,
they’re going to have a
great shot,” head Coach
Dick Totch told the News
Advocate.

The skiers feel the same
way.

“We're pretty confident,”
said Bramble. “We’re just
keeping our team together
emotionally to be mentally
prepared for the race.”

And the Chips enter the
regional as feared competi-
tors to the rest of the field.
The girls are ranked first in
division two and the boys
are second.

“l think that makes us a
more comfortable knowing
that,” said Bramble of their

Part of the ski team gathers after a strong
showing at their conference meet.

high ranking.

With high hopes and
expectations to extend their
season to the state finals,

Dalton
Zawacki-

Senior

Good; Eastern
Conference
Finals

Mr. Marfia-
Coach

Bad, past the
first round of
the playoffs.

the Chippewas skiers take
off this Thursday to com-
pete in the Division two
regional finals.

Mackenzie
Meizcheck-
Senior

Bad; they

lost all of

the chemis-
try they had with Billiups;
past the first round

Mr. Bennett-
Teacher

| really don't

think we've
seen his true potential in
Detroit... but | think it'll
be good; probably past
the first round.




By: Corey Ernst

The Island

The 2005 movie “The
Island” starring Scarlett
Johansson and Ewan
McGregor is about two
people who seemingly

By: Kyle Bassett

There has been arise
in scams on the social
networking website
Facebook. Out of the
150 million Facebook
users, a few have had
their profiles hacked. All
the information a person
puts on their Facebook
profile can be used and
changed by a hacker.

One Facebook user,
Bryan Rutberg, had his
status changed to “Bryan
NEEDS HELP UR-
GENTLY!!" without him
knowing about it. Many
of his friends responded
by asking was wrong.
One of his friends, Beny
Rubenstein, was mes-
saged directly stating
that Bryan was stuck in

live in a utopia, until they
discover the truth . . .

| would say that this
movie is well worth going
to watch in the theater,
but that would be pretty
hard to do, since it was
released in 2005. It is
definitely worth it. The
well-done plot, and action
scenes make this film a
very satisfying movie. If
you have never seen this
movie before, rent it. It
will be well worth your
time.

A
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London after being
robbed and needs
money. Being a caring
friend, Beny wired
$1,143 to London. Later
Beny would learn that
Bryan was at home, safe
in Seattle.

There have been nu-
morous accounts of
identity theft on Face-
book. Internet fraud
cases are hard to solve,
especially in the case of
Beny Rubenstein. Since
his money was sent to
London, it is nearly im-
possible for police to
solve the crime. Rutberg
worked with the com-
pany to regain control of
his website in a relatively
short time, but his friend
probably wonlt get his
money back.

By: McKenzie
Majchrzak

27 Dresses

In case you have not
seen 27 Dresses, | would
definitely recommend it to
any girl, and | guess guys
might like it also, but they
may find it to be a definite
chick flick.

The story begins with a
young woman who is
absolutely obsessed with
weddings; however, she
has yet to have one of her
own. She works tirelessly
to help brides-to-be, and
because of it, has been a
bridesmaid 27 times. Her
work life gets her in into a
bit of a mess though. She
is in love with her boss,

Site managers want to
educate internet users
on how to prtect their
information. Jim Lewis,
director of the technol-
ogy and policy program
at the Center for Strate-
gic and International
Studies, advises Face-
book users that their
anti-virus software
should be updated and
they should ask for bet-
ter privacy protection
from online companies.

Other advice
for internet pro-
tection would be
to be supicius of
anyone asking
for money online.
Be sure that the
person is really
who they say
they are, either

and things just progres-
sively get worse when her
younger sister comes to
town.

This is a great movie,
with some laughs all
throughout, and | would

give it an A-

by calling them or asking
them face to face. Use
strong passwords, and
don’t use the same
password for multiple
websites. If an account
is suspected of being
hacked, change the
password and have
more than one email
address incase one is
hacked. As the number
of Facebook users, and
other websites for that
matter, the threat of
fraud will only increase.




By: Greg Olsen

Earlier in the
week, | was let on by
one of my friends to the
band, Ra Ra Riot.

Aside from
sounding like a mixture
of Death Cab for Cutie
and Vampire Weekend,
the upbeat feel group is
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By: Ashley Tiefenthal

Paul Blart-Mall Cop is a
great family movie for peo-
ple of all ages.

The film is about Paul
Blart, played by Kevin
James, a veteran security
guard at a mall in New Jer-
sey who takes his job very
serious. Blart is also a sin-
gle father, whose daughter
is looking to hook him up
with someone. When Blart
spots a new girl working at
the mall he instantly falls in
love.

slowly becoming
a common name
on most iTunes.

Formed
in 2006, the six
member indie
group made an
immediate name
for themselves
while playing at
houses parties
and small ven-
ues around the
Syracuse Uni-
versity campus
area. Within
months of re-

leasing their self-titled
debut EP, Rebel Group,
Spinner.com hailed them
as, “one of the best
young groups we've
heard in awhile.”

After appearing
to be on top of the world,
Ra Ra Riot was plagued
by the death of original
drummer, John Ryan

< 7

As he is protecting the
mall on Black Friday, the
biggest shopping day of the
year, Santa’s elves take
over. They force everyone
out of the mall except a few
hostages they keep in the
bank, one being Blart's new
lover.

From there it's Blarts job
to protect the mall and keep
both his daughter and se-
cret lover safe. There are a
few twists to the movie that
keep it interesting.

The rating of this movie
would be around a B-. It

Pike, after drowning in a
lake early in July, after a
show in Providence.
However, Instead of fold-
ing in sorrow, the group
rebound, and continued
to finish the tracks that
Pike helped create.

“There wasn't
much else we could do,”
said vocalist, Wes Miles,
during an interview with
Rolling Stone Magazine.
“We all wanted to put out
an album that celebrated
John’s work, and love of
music. We just wanted to
make John Proud.”

Pike’s influenced
work led to the release
of the band’s first full
length album, The
Rhumb Line, in early
April of 2008. Noted by
Paste Magazine and
Spinner.com as, “one of
the top albums of 08’,”
The Rhumb Line was

(7

wasn't as funny as imag-
ined, but it was still enter-
taining. | would recommend
this film to anyone looking
to get out and see a decent
show in theaters.

even awarded the 38"
best album of the year by
Rolling Stone.

The Rhumb Line
incorporates every emo-
tion a person or group
can have, and the ability
to overcome it. Rolling
Stone described the
group’s work as, “one
heart-wrenching album,
by a band that refused to
break. This New York
Group churned out gor-
geous orchestral rock
anthems that find sorrow
and loss inextricable from
understanding joy.”

The ten track al-
bum will leave listening
tapping their toes the en-
tire way through. Each
track incorporates an up-
beat electric orchestral
sound, with a multitude of
awe-inspiring lyrics.

Continued on pg 10




By: Kyle Bassett

The school places limits
on websites that can be
accessed at home. Though
many students see it as
unneeded, it does serve a
purpose. It prevents stu-
dents from going to sites
that have material that is
obscene or detrimental to
their education, not to men-
tion that it's part of the law.

Each song provides lis-
teners with a different
range of emotions, in-
cluding the track, “Dying
is Fine,” where they
used lines directly from
E.E. Cummings’ popular
poem. The group’s debut
single, “Can You Tell,”

A law was passed about
ten years ago that required
schools to set limits on the
accessibility of the internet.
There are no specifications
set, but the big obvious
restriction is pornographic
websites. Each district sets
their own regulations, mak-
ing their own decisions
about what's school appro-
priate and what's not.

MHS uses FortiGaurd,

can even be viewed
during VH1's
“Nocturnal State,” most
nights.

There are nu-
merous ways you can
get your ears on this
album, and other
tracks by Ra Ra Riot.
Earlier in the month,
the group preformed a
session for
www.daytrotter.com (a
site that is still un-
blocked by the school).
For continued viewing
pleasure, check out

an internet-filtering data-
base. The database is a list
of websites that are
deemed inappropriate for
schools. This list is made
by professional “smut seek-
ers” who look for less than
mentionable websites to
block. In addition to that,
there are also a community
of users who find inappro-
priate websites and add
them to the list.

Like most things in life,
there is no a fine line be-
tween what should and
what shouldn’t be blocked.
A good example of this
grey area is the ever popu-
lar YouTube. This website
has a wealth of useful infor-
mation for learning and
research. At the same time,

YouTube offers a lot of
offensive material that can
be distracting and harmful
to education. The way this
problem is bypassed is to
block it from students, but
allow it to teachers as a tool
for research.

Blocked website can be
annoying to students, but it
prevents students from
being distracted or exposed
to inappropriate material.
The fact is that if the school
didn’t limit internet usage, it
would be breaking the law.
Even though sites like You-
Tube may contain some
good material, it has equal
amounts of useless con-
tent. Watching cool videos
or checking MySpace can
wait until after school.




By Miles Allen

Back in the day,
there were two
giants in the land of

video games — Nintendo,
and SEGA. Sega had been
in the industry a fair bit be-
fore Nintendo, creating
games for the Atari and
even a few on the Commo-
dore. But these days, for-
tune doesn’t smile so much
on the developer. After
amagzingly brutal tactics
taken by Sony, Sega’s sixth
generation console, the
Dreamcast, flopped misera-
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By: Corey Ernst

Almost all high school-
ers have played Guitar
Hero, and most probably
own it or a system very
similar to such as Rock
Band. Quite a few students
think their pretty good at
these games, also.

One 14 year old boy
named Grapevine Texas,
however, is probably better.
Earlier this month Danny
Johnson played the Guitar
Hero Il rendition of Dragon
Force’s “Through Fire and
Flames” in a Manhattan

Then the performers re-
ceived a rating of a one, or
superior, two, or excellent,
three, meaning good, or a
four or five meaning fair or
poor respectively. Any one
who received a one auto-
matically qualifies for state
solo and ensemble.

“I think it went very well,”
said Helge. “We had eight
ones, two twos, one three
and one duet who went for
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bly, and the big-time devel-
oper had to silently slink
away to become a strictly
software company. How-
ever, such might not be the
case for much longer.

Recently, the developer
has taken out multiple
copyrights in the rights of
hardware development, two
names and a logo, all deal-
ing heavily with rings.
SEGA's copyrights are out
for ‘Ringedge’, ‘Ringwide’,
and a logo with two rings.
Rings are an integral part of
SEGA's history, stringing

@,

Best Buy.

His goal was to beat the
Guitar Hero World Record

&&&-

comments only and not a
rating, to kind of take the
pressure off.”

Helge felt that the festival
helped the students as it
was used as “a mini voice
lesson” and a chance for
them to really push them-
selves.

“When you're in choir,
your singing as a big group,
and you learn stuff, but
when you have to just do it

%

back to their glory days with
a certain blue hedgehog.
This could be a hint from
SEGA that a return to form
is coming.

However, there is the
case that Sega might just
be taking out the copyrights
to make improvements to
their arcade designs, which
are still active in large cities
and especially in Japan.
But the problem against
this claim is that the copy-
rights were taken out exclu-
sively in North America and
the U.K. This has caused
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holder
Chris
Chike’s
record of
899,703
points.
After
playing
his song
his final
score
came to
973,954
points.

The new world record
holder for Guitar Hero
broke his 3,558 perfect
note streak when the blue

yourself for a solo, duet, trio
or whatever, you push
yourself to accomplish
more and make more of a
commitment to all of the
things you should really be
doing and singing.”

A lot of other schools
such as Big Rapids, Lud-
ington, and McBain also
participated in the festival
but as Helge said you're
not really in competition

much speculation over the
situation, but some facts
remain — SEGA is the com-
pany that brought House of
the Dead and Ocean
Hunter to the states, so it
may be trying to bring ar-
cades back into style with
the likes of Street Fighter IV
on the horizon

What is all that is left to
be seen is just how SEGA
intends to re-enter the
world of hardware — an at
home system, or a standing
cabinet at your local bowl-
ing ally.

button on his guitar broke.

Danny’s father, Scott
Johnson said that, “When
you're hitting that many
notes and playing that fast,
it just terrorizes the control-
ler.” Because of this, Danny
has destroyed around 80 of
the Guitar Hero guitars by
playing on them so hard.

There are a lot of good
Guitar Hero players out
there, but Danny Johnson
stands above them all, a
real guitar hero.

with the other schools.

“You're not really com-
peting with them as much
as you are competing
against yourself. You're
trying to be at a certain
level of performance and
put out the best you have to
offer.”

The choir’s next big
event is the choral festival,
which will take place in
March.




By: Greg Olsen

About two weeks
ago, | was sitting in the
computer lab during my
second hour real world
class. Now, like the over-
achievers we all are in-
side, | was multi-tasking,
and doing a combination
of both a religions pro-
ject and learning new

derogatory terms off ur-
bandictionary.com.

After around a half an
hour of work, | was dis-
tracted by the sound of
laughter coming from a
multitude of my class-
mates huddled around
the computer next to me.
After a quick investiga-
tion, | discovered that,
instead of laughing at
some inappropriate term
they'd just looked up, my
classmates were laugh-
ing at their “disciplinary
logs” over their last four
years of high school.

Now, although we
Olsen’s have never been
hailed for our rebellious-
ness, even | was able to
find some humorous
moments when looking
back on my past of-
fenses and misfortunes
that landed me in Mr.
Travis’ office.
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The neatest, but per-
haps worst, thing about
getting in trouble is how
much fun it is until the
end. When you think
back on some of the
more eventful moments
of your high school
(and... maybe even your
life), you can’t escape
re-remembering the mo-
ments when you got in
trouble.

For some, who never
lived on the edge, vio-
lated a policy, spent an
hour alone with Mrs.
Owens, or tasted the
sweet nectar of the dark
side, not being in trouble
was as momentous as
being in trouble. The
realization or persona
that they never do any-
thing wrong, and have
no reason to be pun-
ished, is as much an
accomplishment as for
some who are able to
laugh at their past mo-
ments of carelessness.
Having their power
school’s disciplinary log
say, “No past of current
offences,” becomes a
chore, but is as impor-
tant and worth while as
the ones who got in trou-
ble.

Another class of stu-
dent, “the one timer’'s”,
view trouble entirely dif-
ferent. They, who much
like the ones who never
get in trouble, live a
completely trouble-free
life, and both fear and
loath the idea of school
enforced punishment.
This class of student

gets in trouble one time,
usually for a minor of-
fense like gum chewing
or back packs/purses in
class. Their only down-
fall is they view them-
selves a step above the
aids or teachers, and
normally push the
boundaries far enough to
the point where they will
serve an average of 1.5
hours of detention. They
will, from that point on,
view this scar on their
chart of perfection as the
fault of a teacher, and
will continue to bad
mouth that higher au-
thority well after their
graduation.

Then there’s the next
group, the uncomfortable
middle kids, who flirt with
both sides of the behav-
ior grid. These students,
who often get a taste for
subtle punishment
sometime during their
freshman-sophomore
years, have the potential
to never be called down
to the office, but slightly
exceed the regulations
that limit those people.
These students have
friends that are both
“puritans” and “juvenile
delinquents,” and have
report cards that are
usually one letter grade
off from being perfect.
They never do anything
“crazy,” but enjoy the
idea of rebelliousness.
Their acts of chaos are
usually well thought out,
and are often labeled as
“cute pranks,” rather
then out of control be-
havior. Although these

acts maintain their status
at school, these individu-
als must face the rash of
their parents as well as
from vice principals
(warning: if you feel but-
terflies in your stomach
when the phone rings in
class after you've done
something wrong, you
might be one of these
unfortunate few).

Then there’s the final
group; the “young and
the restless.” These kids
will stack up multiple
pages worth of referrals,
and will even go as far
as spend multiple days
at home for their school
crimes. This group
ranges a wide assort-
ment, but is a distinct
few. A “young and the
restless™ actions are
known throughout the
school, and often times
leave a legacy behind
after they get their di-
ploma. They are always
good at heart, but go
through bits of confu-
sion; often involving an
emo/punk phase during
their sophomore to junior
years.

If ever bored, | sug-
gest everyone take a
second and read over
their disciplinary log. For
a short while, you can sit
back and go back to the
times where you got out
of line, made a “bone-
head” decision, or over-
stepped school rules
while having fun. Per-
haps the best part in
doing this is being able
to look at it all, and ask
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Perhaps the best part in
doing this is being able

to look at it all, and ask

yourself what you were

thinking. During your

four years in high school,

Activities at MHS Tuesday February 10

7
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you grow from being an
adolescent to a young
adult. Screwing up is a
normal part of getting

older, and we all fit into a

different rebellious class

in high school. Your mul-
tiple hours spent in si-
lence with Mrs. Owens
help shape the type of
person you are. Accept-
ing your faults is the final

step to getting in trouble,
and, no matter what, it's
always the least fun.
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