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    As the crowd clung solemnly to 
his every word, Obama made note 
of the current struggles inflicting on 

our nation: including the war on 
terror, the struggling economy, and 
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him a little bit, but to take something 
positive from our experi- ences with 
him, have fond memories, and to 
choose to live our lives as fun, appre-
ciative, fair, devoted, brave, and loving 
human beings.” 

   Before Mr. Schlaff was a counselor 
at the high school, he taught in the 
English department, along with coach-
ing boy’s basketball with the love of 
the sport found while playing at Hope 
College.  

Continued on Pg 2 

, and the political and personal 
mistakes made by former elected 
officials.  

    “Our nation is at war 
against a far-reaching net-
work of violence and ha-
tred,” he said. “Our econ-
omy is badly weakened, a 
consequence of greed and 
irresponsibility on the part 
of some, but also our col-
lective failure to make 
hard choices and prepare 
the nation for a new age. 
Homes have been lost, 
jobs shed, businesses 
shuttered. Our health care 
is too costly, our schools 
fail too many, and each 
day brings further … 

Continued on Pg 2 
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By: Corey Ernst and Greg Olsen 

    At noon today, over two million 
Americans braced the 
cold to be a part of 
Barack Obama’s historic 
inauguration process.  

    Obama, who officially 
became the 44th Presi-
dent of the United States 
after taking oath on the 
steps of the Capital 
building, made his first 
official address to the 
country, acknowledging 
his predecessor and fol-
lowers, saying that he 
was, “humbled by the 
task before us, grateful 
for the trust you have 
bestowed, mindful of the sacrifices 
borne by our ancestors.” 

By: Mallory Barkholz 

      As most of the students at MHS 
know, Mr. Schlaff, one of our beloved 
counselors, passed away in December 
after a lengthy battle with cancer. Al-
though Mr. Schlaff was diagnosed with 
cancer, and he fought it all the way to 
the end, he won’t simply be remem-
bered as a cancer victim but so much 
more.  His brother Paul Schlaff said at 
the funeral service held at Manistee 
High School, “I believe that Doug 
would want us today to perhaps miss 
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evidence that the ways 
we use energy 
strengthen our adver-
saries and threaten our 
planet.” 

    With the weight of 
the nation placed on 
his shoulders, Obama 
took to the crowd, vow-
ing to bring forth the 
changes he promised 
throughout his entire 
campaign:  

    “Starting today, we 
must pick ourselves 
up, dust ourselves off 
and begin again the 
work of remaking 
America.” 

    President Obama 

also spoke of the aca-
demic changes he 
planned on making; 
including a resurrection 
of science to its 
“rightful place,” while 
vowing to, “transform 
our schools and col-
leges and universities 
to meet the demands 
of a new age.” 

    Obama alluded to 
his recent predecessor 
many times throughout 
his speech, noting to 
the current state of 
U.S. foreign policy, and 
promising to the world 
that, “America is a 
friend of each nation 
and every man, woman 

and child who seeks 
a future of peace 
and dignity.” 

    Before finishing 
his inauguration 
speech, Obama al-
luded back to our 
nations first Presi-
dent, who con-
quered war and tur-
moil, and paved the 
path that our nation is 
still forged upon.  

    “Today, I say to you 
that the challenges we 
face are real. They are 
serious and they are 
many. They will not be 
met easily or in a short 
span of time,” started 

Obama, “But know this, 
America — they will be 
met.” 

 For a full video and 
printed copy of the offi-
cial text, check out:  

http://www.huffingtonp
ost.com/2009/01/20/pr
esident-obamas-
inau-
gura_n_159370.html  
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So many people were 
influenced by the exam-
ple that he set, living his 
life the way he did.  He 
was an inspiring teacher, 
counselor, and coach, 
and a remarkable son, 
uncle, father, husband, 
and friend.  Everyone that 
with Mr. Schlaff contacted 
was affected in some way 
by his kindness and grace 
that he showed to every-
one, no matter who they 
were.  His legacy lives on 
through the people that 
he influenced, and the 
mark that he left behind 
on the school. 

     Mr. Schlaff will be 
missed by many, and the 
support that was shown 
by the community re-
flected that. Two face 
book groups have been 
created to remember Mr. 
Schlaff, on which many 
friends, former, and cur-
rent students of Manistee 
have come together to 

leave over 50 comments.  
No one can say enough 
good things about this 
man because he truly 
lived his life to the fullest, 
and lead by example for 
all those around him.  
Lauren Welsh, a 2001 
graduate of Manistee 
High School said, “Mr. 
Schlaff has positively 
impacted so many live in 
such little time here on 
Earth.  Such a caring and 
compassionate man…we 
are all truly blessed to 
have known him and to 
have been touched by 
him.  During my years at 
MHS Mr. Schlaff was my 
11th grade English 
teacher, guidance coun-
selor, Boy’s Varsity bas-
ketball Coach, and Class 
Advisor for the class of 
2001 with Mr. Gregg Ben-
nett.”  Another former 
student, Andrea Heimo-
nen posted, “I remember 
thinking that the school 
couldn’t have made a 

better choice when se-
lecting a counselor … Mr. 
Schlaff was always smil-
ing, patient, and respect-
ful to his students and I 
will remember him 
fondly.”  The comments 
were filled with sympathy 
for the family, as well as 
remarks about his big 
heart, understanding, 
sense of humor, easy 
going attitude, kindness, 
and descriptions of the 
nicest man you’ll ever 
meet. 

    The school was bet-
tered by Mr. Schlaff’s 
work with the students 
and staff.  Many things in 
the student handbook 
were influenced by him as 
well as the many people 
that he encouraged.  
Through his life he 
showed to never give up, 
push yourself to the limits, 
and to always live to be 
the best person that you 
can be.  It is truly a trag-

edy that we have lost 
such an amazing asset 
that he was to the school 
and it is sad that more 
didn’t get the opportunity 
to work with and be influ-
enced by him, but we are 
thankful for the time that 
he did spend with us.  Mr. 
Schlaff will be remem-
bered and missed by 
countless people.   

     A memorial website 
has been created by a 
childhood friend of Mr. 
Schlaff’s.  To access it go 
to: 
http://web.me.com/lindqui
r/Doug_Schlaff/Douglas_
Eron_Schlaff.html 

     For anyone who has a 
face book account, you 
can join the group by go-
ing to: 
http://www.facebook.com/
group.php?gid=40366742
964  
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Lauren Welsh, a 2001 graduate of Manistee High School said, “Mr. 
Schlaff has positively impacted so many live in such little time here on 
Earth.  Such a caring and compassionate man…we are all truly 
blessed to have known him and to have been touched by him.  During 
my years at MHS Mr. Schlaff was my 11th grade English teacher, guid-
ance counselor, Boy’s Varsity basketball Coach, and Class Advisor for 
the class of 2001 with Mr. Gregg Bennett.”   
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By: Corey Ernst 

    On January 9th, 78 
students filed into Ma-
nistee High School’s 
auditorium to try to do-
nate blood. 57 people 
were able to give 
blood, resulting in 57 
pints of blood being 
donated.  

    According to Mrs. 
Knodell, MHS repre-
sentative for this blood 
drive, “It was a huge 
success.” She went on 
to say that this drive 
passed the goal of 48 
pints of blood. For 
each pint of blood do-

nated approximately 3 
people can be saved. If 
you do the math, this 
blood drive has the 
potential to help a lot of 
people. The blood is 
especially helpful be-
cause there is currently 
a blood shortage. 

    Mrs. Knodell said 
that there not be an-
other MHS blood drive, 
although people can 
still give blood at other 
places. Possibly the 
easiest place to give 
blood is at the West 
Shore Hostpital Out-
reach Lab on First 
Street, behind Hunting-

ton Bank. They take 
blood donations every 
Thursday. You can 
contact them at 398- 
2018 for more informa-
tion. 

    If anyone 
does plan on 
donating blood, 
there are a few 
things that you 
can do to en-
sure that it 
goes smoothly. 
The first thing is 
to eat lots of 
iron-rich foods 
for a couple of 
weeks before 
donating. You 

should also eat a good 
meal and drink a lot of 
water a few hours be-
fore. Also drink lots of 
water immediately be-
fore donating.  
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By: Miles Allen 

  It’s not on the 
news, it’s quiet on the 
Western front, and all 
at the same time, the 
world knows that the 
religion exists. It is 
Jediism, the name for 
the faith in The Force. 
It’s true that ever since 
the movies came out, 
‘super-nerds’ have re-
cited and depicted fa-
mous scenes from the 

blockbuster hit. How-
ever, in recent years 
the obsession has 
turned religion, and 

Jediism – and in fact 
it’s opposite, Sithism – 
have sprung up in the 
states and in the U.K. 

 Jediism fo-
cuses solely on the 
Light side of ‘the 
Force’, while educating 
in ways to counteract 
and resist the Dark 
side. While based com-
pletely on the movies, 
new-age Jedi’s claim 
that their religion has 
existed far before 
hand, in different medi-
ums and names. 

 The Jedi path 
is their philosophy and 
their way of life, in 
which they are then 
called a Jedi Realist. 
To be an individual that 
follows Jediism, you 
must first be a Jedi 
Realist. To become a 
Jedi Realist, a person 

has to recognize the 
‘philosophical value of 
the Star Wars mythol-
ogy’, especially that of 

the fictional Jedi, and 
has integrated the out-
look and values they 
present into their per-
son. 

 Jediism is a 
real religion that is rec-
ognized as such in the 
United States, and 
branches have 

achieved tax breaks for 
being a real religion. 
This is because of the 
United States definition 
of a religion, in that it is 
simply a belief that is 
accepted by many 
common people. Thus, 
Jediism is born. Ergo, 
Sithism was also 
brought into being, as 
a necessary anti-
thesis. 

 This should not 
be a surprise to many, 
as currently, the only 
religion banned in the 
United States is Satan-
ism. Jediism is a 
largely internet based 
religion, with followers 
spread out among the 
States. Just take with a 
grain of salt, and may 
the Force be with you. 

Sithism symbol  

Jediism symbol  



By: Ashley Tiefenthal 

    As a foreign ex-
change student, most 
get out and try new 
activities, some be-
come part of a team, 
but few can say they 
got to participate in five 
games only half way 
through the season. 
This is the case for 
Xing Zhang or as we 
all know her “Star”. 

    Star is on the varsity 
basketball team here at 
MHS. She has gotten 
to play in five games 
already this season. 
Star shot a free throw 
in one of the tourna-

ment games down in 
Woodhaven and al-
though she missed by 
a hair it got the crowd 
excited. Best of all star 
got a shot off against 
Ludington, which she 
also missed but once 
again, excited the 
crowd. 

    Star has never par-
ticipated in basketball 
before even though it’s 
very popular in China 
among the teenagers. 

    “I have a lot of 
friends that are boys 
and I watch them play 
in China,” Star stated. 
“My personality is kind 

of like a boy and my 
body is weak so I 
thought basketball 
could help me.” 

    Stars favor-
ite parts of 
basketball are 
much like eve-
ryone else’s. “I 
like the games 
and being with 
the team and 
also making 
friends,” she 
said.  

    Star is glad 
she joined bas-
ketball be-
cause of the 
friendships she 
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made and the skills 
she picked up. She 
plans on participating 
with her friends when 
back in China.  

By: Ashley Tiefenthal 

    Most teenagers feel 
there is never anything 
to do in their towns and 
for some that may be 
true. For Manistee 
teens, however that is 
not the case. The fact 
that they aren’t aware 
of how lucky they truly 
are, is a problem. 

    Living in Northern 
Michigan there is al-
ways plenty to do, es-
pecially during the win-
ter season. There so 
many opportunities to 
get out and enjoy the 

beauty of nature while 
spending time with 
friends and family. The 
wide variety ranges 
from snowboarding on 
the multiple hills to just 
getting out and taking a 
walk with a pair of 
snow shoes on.  

    There are multiple 
places in the area to go 
and enjoy winter activi-
ties, such as Crystal 
Mountain. Here there is 
something for every-
one to enjoy. There is 
snowboarding and ski-
ing which are the main 
attractions in the win-
ter. Crystal features 
forty five downhill 
slopes, forty km of 
Cross Country trails, 
and a half pipe. Crystal 
is a great place to 
spend the day or even 

better make a weekend 
of as there are beauti-
ful cabins and cottages 
to stay in. This would 
make a great trip for 
the whole family.  

    Another place to go 
is the Big M cross 
country ski trail, lo-
cated between Manis-
tee and Wellston. Here 
there is terrain for 
every experience level.  
The trails receive on 
average 130 inches of 
snow from December 
to March making prime 
cross country skiing 
conditions. The best 
part about this is there 
no fees, as the Big M is 
run by a non profit or-
ganization, the Manis-
tee Cross Country Ski 
council.  

    There are many 
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trails around the area 
to go out and just walk. 
At our local Outpost 
store you can rent 
snow shoes for the day 
for only $25. This will 
make your walks ad-
venturous and fun. 

    At the teen center 
there is an ice skating 
rink. There are no fees 
as the rentals are even 
free. Ice skating would 
make for a great time 
and many laughs with 
your friends. 

    So the next time you 
and your friends are 
sitting home doing 
nothing, come up with 
a better excuse than 
there is nothing to do 
because we all know 
that’s not the case 
here in Manistee, 
Michigan.  



By: Kyle Bassett 

    Most seniors have 
definite plans for their 
last summer before life 
after high school. 
These plans range 
from getting a job to 
help pay for college to 
one last awesome road 
trip. For one Manistee 
High School student, 
these summer plans 
are truly unique. Max 
Dougherty is planning 
to backpack across 
America for three 
months. 

    When it came to a 
final summer vacation, 
Max had no intention of 
making it the same as 
every other summer. 
He decided to make 
this trip earlier in the 

school year. With the 
help of other students 
he is preparing for this 

journey. Dougherty 
already has a long list 
of supplies that he is 
taking with him includ-
ing a hiking backpack, 
sleeping bag, tent, and 
many other necessities 
for living abroad. 

    Max doesn’t just 
plan on wondering 

around aimlessly. The 
two destinations that 
are on his list are Port-

land, OR and Los 
Angeles, CA. 
Starting from the 
southern border 
of Michigan; 
Dougherty will be 
traveling across 
the Great Plains 
and over the 
Rocky Mountains. 

    Dougherty has de-
cided not to use a car. 
His transportation 
needs will be met by 
walking, hitch hiking, 
and hoping freight 
trains. The actual driv-
ing distance from Kala-
mazoo to Portland is 
about 2250 miles. 
Even with a car it takes 
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over 24 hours to drive 
out there. The only 
thing max has are his 
feet and intuition. 

    Many people would-
n’t dream of traveling 
without a car and only 
a limited change of 
clothes, especially right 
after high school. Oth-
ers would think that it’s 
the only way to live. 
For Max, this will be a 
“journey of self discov-
ery.” He wants to un-
derstand himself better 
by becoming com-
pletely dependent and 
meeting new people 
and personalities, 
which makes the west 
coast a prime destina-
tion as it offers both. 

By: Greg Olsen 

     MHS senior, Gabe 
Delgado , has made a 
name for himself as 
being one of Manis-
tee's most gifted young 
computer technicians. 
After learning about a 
Lenux Operating Sys-
tem Club at his hopeful 
future college, Michi-
gan Tech., Delgado put 
his knowledge and 
passion to use and 
formed his very own 
Lenux Club at Manis-

tee High. 

    "The original goal of 
the club was to spread 
Lenux," said Delgado. 
"Lenux is much more 
then just an operating 
system, it's an open 
platform that continues 
to introduce new stuff." 

    Delgado, who acts 
as the club's President 
(or as he prefers, 
"benevolent dictator"), 
wasn't alone in his love 
of technology and Le-

nux, and 
has at-
tracted a 
growing 
following 
throughout 

the club's early exis-
tence.  

    "As of right now, the 
club has about six 
other members," con-
tinued Delgado. "John 
Stickney, John Min-
hardy, and Patrick 
Maghar are the usual 
regulars, but there are 
others who come off 
and on depending on 
the week." 

    When asked about 
the club's fate proceed-
ing this year, Delgado 
mentioned many possi-
ble scenarios that 
could take place. 

    "Hopefully through 
my teachings, one of 
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the other members 
could continue to run 
the club, and continue 
the goal of spreading 
Lenux. Also, with other 
modern technologies, I 
could continue to lead 
the group through the 
use of IRC's (internet 
relay chats) or skipes, 
online telephone con-
ference calls." 

    Currently, the Lenux 
Club meets in Mr. 
Veine's room every 
Friday after school. If 
anyone if interested in 
learning more about 
computers and a revo-
lutionary new operating 
system, contact Gabe 
or Mr. Veine about 
joining the club. 
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have all been post-
poned, and they have 
been placed into weeks 
where we all ready have 
two games, which 
means, we are playing 

By: McKenzie 
Majchrzak 

    Going into this 
year’s basketball 
season, I planned 
on practicing for 
three weeks and 
then having our first 
game. Well, every-
thing started out 
great, until the third 
game of the year. 
Snow cancelled our 
game against Big 
Rapids, which 
meant we had to 
practice for an addi-
tional ten days with-
out a game.  

    The problem is the 
snow didn’t stop there; 
we have had an addi-
tional three more games 
cancelled. Kingsley, Fre-
mont, and Reed City 

three games a week. 

    Quite frankly, I am 
getting really annoyed. 
Not only because all we 
ever seem to do now a 
days is practice, and 

don’t get me wrong, 
practice is ex-
tremely important, 
but having only one 
game a week has 
been hard. Not only 
will all of our games 
get piled up at the 
end of the season, 
but the boy’s tem 
has already played 
more games than 
us, and we started 
a week earlier.  

    So in the end, it 
is not only tough on 
the schools for hav-
ing to reschedule all 
the snow day 
games, but it’s hard 

on the players, because 
we really want to play.  
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By: Greg Olsen 

     With the American 
and National Football 
League Championship 
games ahead, many 
opinions and future 
band-wagon fans are 
surfacing. Check out 
what some of your ad-
ministrators, staff, and 
fellow students think the 
final Superbowl match 
up will be. 

 

 THE GAMES: 

Philadelphia Eagles vs. 
Arizona Cardinals 

Baltimore Ravens vs. 

Pittsburg Steelers 

 THE OPINIONS: 

Mr. Kapolka: 

(Teacher/Coach) 

Arizona Cardinals 

Baltimore Ravens 

 

  

Steve 
Ward: 
(MHS 
Athletic 
Director) 

Arizona 
Cardi-
nals 

Baltimore Ravens 

 

 Allysha 
Nad-
jowski: 

(Senior) 

Philadelphia Eagles 

Pittsburg Steelers 

 

Myles Amor: (Senior) 

Arizona Cardinals 

Baltimore Ravens 
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cus,” said junior Ashley 
Tiefenthal , “just like Big 
Rapids.” 

    Being down by as 
much as twelve in the 
third quarter the Chippe-
was rallied to tie the 
score at 46 at the end of 
the third quarter. With 

By: Rose Savela 

    Overcoming another 
slow start, the girls’ bas-
ketball team defeated 
TC Central last Wednes-
day 68-64. 

    This marks the third 
class A school the ninth-
ranked Chippewas have 
beaten this season. 

    In the first quarter, the 
teams went back and 
forth with several lead 
changes that ended with 
Manistee on top 16-15. 

    However, the Trojans 
went on a 10-0 run in the 
second quarter to take 
the lead from the Chip-
pewas. TCC would have 
this lead for the majority 
of the game. Ending on 
a small run of their own, 
the Chips went into half 
time trailing 31-24. 

    “Going into halftime 
we knew we had to fo-

key contri-
butions 
from many 
players, 
the Chips 
looked like 
a whole 
different 
team. 

    “We’ve 
proven 
how much 
we don’t 
want to 
lose once 
we’re 
down,” 
said junior 
Rose 
Savela. 

“Now we just have to 
work on playing two 
halves with that inten-
sity.” 

    Continuing their team 
play, the Chippewas 
took their first lead since 
the first quarter with 

about five minutes re-
maining in the contest. 

    Good free-throw 
shooting and defensive 
control down the stretch 
allowed the Chippewas 
to remain on top to tally 
another come-back vic-
tory. 

    “We have a new nick-
name,” said junior Au-
bree Gregorski after the 
game, “The come-back 
kids.” 

   Scoring for the Chips 
were Savela with thirty, 
Tiefenthal  with fifteen, 
Alex Niemi  with eight, 
Kristen Merkey  with 
seven, Krista Cabot  
with four, and McKenzie 
Majchrzak and Gregor-
ski  with two apiece. 

    The Chippewas will 
face Traverse City West, 
their fourth class A 
school, next Monday. 

put it on his shoulders.  
“I thought I had them 
ready to play hockey, 
obviously I was wrong,” 
Raatz said.��

     The game was kept 
interesting as there were 
sixteen penalties in all 
and one ejection of an 
MCC player. When the 
ejection happened it 
gave Manistee a 5 on 3 
advantage and Mason 
County’s Luke McCarthy 
was able to rip one into 
the goal. Manistee had 
multiple other power play 

By: Ashley Tiefenthal 

    The Manistee co-op 
hockey team lost its third 
straight game Friday 
night as they were de-
feated by Muskegon 
Catholic Central 4-2. 

    The Chippewas didn’t 
come out strong and 
MCC took advantage 
going up 3-0 early.  

     Manistee coach, Jon 
Raatz, told the Manistee 
news advocate he was 
disappointed in his 
team’s performance but 

opportunities but did not 
convert. 

    McCarthy was able to 
connect early in the 3rd 
period again to pull the 
Chips within one, but a 
power play by Mus-
kegon put the game 
away.  

    McCarthy was 
the only player able 
to find the net as he 
scored two. Picking 
up assists for the 
Chips were Luding-
ton’s Joey Tomczyk, 

Mason County’s Sam 
Lipps, and MHS’s Marek 
Pospisil.  

    Manistee’s Brandon 
Fitzgerald  had 19 saves 
in goal.  

    Manistee 
in off now 
until Satur-
day the 24th 
when they 
head back 
on the road 
to face the 
mid Michi-
gan storm. 
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hole,” said senior Ryan 
Helminiak . 

    It was a very similar 
situation that the boys 
have been in many times 
this season. They can 
only hope to start playing 
their game and tallying 
up a few wins. 

    “We didn’t play our 
best,” said junior Gus 
Lagerquist . “We can 
and will play better.” 

    That’s the attitude 
Coach Marfia is looking 
for as the team enters 
the second half of their 
season. 

    “From here on out it’s 
a character test for us,” 
Marfia told the News 
Advocate, “I know it will 
take time, but we can be 
a good team. If we push 
ourselves I think we can 
be where we want to be 
in a month.” 

By: Rose Savela 

    The Chippewa boys 
traveled to Manton last 
Friday only to come up 
short to the Rangers in 
their eighth loss of the 
season. 

    A slow start for the 
Chips led to a 56-48 
loss. 

    The Rangers took the 
lead from the beginning 
of the game and never 
looked back. 

    The Chips didn’t give 
up however narrowing 
their deficit to as little as 
four in the fourth quarter. 

    It wasn’t enough 
though as the Rangers 
continued to respond. 

    “Every time we’d 
make a run we would 
have a couple of defen-
sive errors that would 
just put us in another 

    Leading the way for 
the Chips in scoring was 
Tim Jensen  with fifteen, 
Helminiak  with fourteen, 
and Brandon Sandberg  
and Lagerquist  with 
seven. 

    The boys return home 
tonight against a very 
tough Cadillac team at 
7pm. 

with a score of 42-37. 
The Chips were unable 
to get past Kingsley with 
the final score being 72-
6.  

    However, even though 
the Chips lost to Gladwin 
54-29, they improved 
greatly from the previous 
time they met.  

    The Chippewas re-
cording wins were Caleb 
Bailey  going 3-0, Alex 
Waterman  2-0, Nick 
Carter , Tyler Fogarty , 
and Cody Polcik  went 

By: McKenzie Majchrzak 

   The Manistee Varsity 
Wrestling team com-
peted at Kingsley on 
Saturday January, 17, 
and went 1-2 as a team. 
Because of the harsh 
weather only four teams 
were at the tournament 
that was originally sup-
posed to house seven.  

   The Chippewas beat 
Munising 43-42, after 
some discrepancy, be-
cause the original score 
had Munising winning 

2-1, while Kara Gunia , 
Jon Hogiev , and Travis 
McKenney  went 1-0. 
“There were a lot of big 
achievements and some 
disappointments”, says 

senior Caleb Bailey . 

    The Chips will be 
wrestling at home, facing 
Traverse City Central 
and Benzie on Wednes-
day.    
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on both ends of the floor, 
allowing the Titans easy 
baskets while not being 
able to knock down a 
shot of their own. 

    The leading scorers of 
the game were Rose 
Savela with nineteen 
points, McKenzie 
Majchrzak  with seven, 
Kristen Merkey  and 
Alex Niemi  with four, 
Julia Maksym  with 
three, and Ashley 
Tiefenthal  and Sarah 
Solberg  with two apiece. 

    The Chippewas have 
no time to dwell on their 
loss as they travel to 
Frankfort tonight in their 
second of three games 

By: Rose Savela 

    The girls varsity bas-
ketball team dropped 
their second loss of the 
season to TC West last 
night with a score of 54-
41.  

    The Chips got off to 
another slow start, but 
unlike the last two 
games they weren’t able 
to recover from it. “If you 
keep digging yourself a 
hole, sooner or later 
you’re going to fall in it,” 
said head coach Kenn 
Kott to the Manistee Ad-
vocate. “It was hard to 
get out of [last night].” 

    Throughout the game, 
the Chippewas struggled 

this week. 
“We’ve just got to 
look toward the 
next two games,” 
said Solberg . 
“Last night is 
over with.” 

with times of 46.34 and 
36.23. Other MHS girls 
finishers were Nathalie 
Kenny  in third for both 
events, Andrea Paine  in 
forth for slalom and fifth 
for giant slalom, and 
Candace Coyle  in sev-
enth.  

    The boy's team also 
placed first at the meet 
at Manistee's own 
Keegan Janowiak  
placed second in both 
races with times of 42.11 
and 33.85. Michael Bo-
bian  placed third with a 
time of 42.87, and 
Franklin Loomis  placed 
fifth with a time of 47.67.  

    Even though the 
weather was horrible 
with a temperature of 12 
degrees with snow, both 

By: McKenzie Majchrzak 

    The Manistee High 
School Varsity Ski teams 
placed first once again at 
the Lake Michigan Ski 
League meet. Not only 
did the teams place first, 
but the girl's team came 
very close to perfection. 
They posted a score of 
21, which was just one 
point shy of a perfect 
placing. 

    Manistee's Katie 
Bramble  placed first in 
both events, slalom and 
giant slalom, with times 
of 45.32 and 35.7. “We 
skied really well, but 
we’re hoping for that 
perfect score next time”, 
said Bramble . Kari 
Paine  netted second 
place in both events also 

teams com-
peted very 
well, and will 
racing again 
on January 
19, for an-
other Lake 
Michigan Ski 
League Con-
ference meet 
starting at 
5p.m. at the 
Chips home 
course at 
Crystal 
Mountain.  
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Ashley Tiefen-
thal shoots 
over two TC 
defenders as 
Julia Maksym 
and Lacey 
Krolczyk look 
on. 

Photo by: Chel-
sie Niemi 



By: McKenzie 
Majchrzak 

    Yes Man came out 
over Christmas break 
and the main star char-
acter is Jim Carrey, 
who plays Carl Allen, a 
man who is slowly 
stepping into depres-
sion. However, he 
soon meets an old 
friend who convinces 
him to take a self help 
class, and the main 
objective is to stop say-
ing no and start saying 
yes. Carl soon begins 
to get in all sorts of 
unpredictable messes. 
Yet, throughout all of 
the mayhem, he begins 

to fall in love.  

    Yes Man is a 
good movie, and 
there are plenty 
of funny scenes, 
however, some of 
the things that 
happen to Carl, 
no one in there 
right mind would 
do. I think the plot 
is a little sketchy, 
but overall it is 
not a waste of 
money to go see.  

    I would give 
this movie a B-, 
and if you love 
Jim Carrey I 
would go and see it. 
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By: Kyle Bassett 

    There are a multi-
tude of horror movies 
on the market, ranging 
from the perversely 
scary to the almost 
funny. The Unborn was 
a moderately scary 
movie about posses-
sion and demons. Most 
of the actors starred 

are small names 
with Gary Old-
man, Commis-
sioner Gordon 
from The Dark 
Knight, being the 
biggest star. 
Overall the act-
ing is decent and 
the frights are 
legitimate. 

    The Unborn 
focuses on the 

story of Casey Bel-
dona, college student 
played by Odette Yust-
man, who is being tor-
mented by and evil 
spirit. Weird things 
start happening as she 
finds out the she was 
supposed to be a twin 
but her brother died in 
the womb. She also 

finds out that her 
grandma, also a twin, 
was a survivor of the 
Holocaust. The Nazi’s 
obsession with the oc-
cult and a dominant 
race lead to the death 
of the grandma’s twin 
brother. He returned to 
life, but was never the 
same. The grandma 
killed her brother and 
now the demon is back 
to possess Casey. 

    This movie is sure to 
make any viewer jump 
out of their seats, at 
least a few times. The 
storyline can be slow at 
moments, but the scary 
parts are truly frighten-
ing. It plays on the 
fears of possession 
and demons. The 
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scare tactics in The 
Unborn include the 
classic jumping out 
method to the being 
chased down the hall 
by a contorted old 
man. It probably won’t 
go down in the history 
books as one of the 
notables, but it’s good 
for those dark stormy 
nights. 

    The Unborn is de-
cent when it comes to 
horror movies, but the 
scenes between 
scares can drag on, 
but even in the slow 
parts there is a gener-
ally creepy feeling. The 
acting and storyline are 
both decent. Overall, 
The Unborn gets a six 
out of ten. 



By: Ashley Tiefenthal 

    When your family 
and you gather is there 
always a discrepancy 
on what to do? Can 
you never agree or 
seem to have the right 
amount of people for a 
game? Are you un-
creative and unaware 
of how many games 
are out there? Well 
worry no more as here 
is a list of fun filled 
games for everyone to 
enjoy according to 
about.com. 

    1. Time’s up - In this 
game players compete 
to identify sets of ce-
lebrities. With each 
round the difficulty 
level rises. This is 
guaranteed to be a 
good time and cause 
many laughs.  

    2. Ware wolf/Mafia - 
This game consists of 
8 people minimum. 
There are two people 
that are the ware 
wolves and the others 
must find them and kill 

them before it’s too 
late. This game is great 
for adventurous peo-
ple.  

    3. Catch Phrase - 
For more of a competi-
tive family there is 
Catch Phrase. You 
split your family into 
two teams. Each team 
must get there team-
mates to say a word or 
phrase before time 
runs out. When the 
buzzer sounds your 
turn is over and you’re 
out of luck.  

    4. Formula De - This 
is an auto racing game 
that uses gear chang-
ing determined by how 
big of die you roll. 
Navigating is pretty 
tricky and you must 
watch your tires. There 

are dozens of 
tracks available. 
Up to ten players 
can take part. 

    5. Boggle - 
Players compete 
to find as many 

words as possible in a 
4x4 grid in three min-
utes. You want to find 
the words that no one 
else does because 
that’s what gets you 
points. This game is 
fast pace and addict-
ing.  

    6. Fib or not - Each 
player tells a story ei-
ther true or false deal-
ing with different cate-
gories. They want to 
convince the other 
players that the story is 
either true or false the 
opposite of what it 
really is. This is a great 
way to learn about your 
relatives.  

    7. Barbarossa- The 
players create some-
thing out of clay and 
the other players try to 
guess what they are 
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creating. When not 
sculpting, the goal is to 
guess what the other 
players are making as 
quick as possible.  

    8. Encore - Teams 
compete to sing eight 
words from a song that 
holds certain words. 
This is a great creative 
game and features all 
music types as any 
songs are fair game.  

    9. Password - This 
game is one only four 
people can participate 
in at once, but can 
easily be set up into a 
tournament. It features 
the game show pass-
word and is fun and is 
sure to draw some 
laughs.  

    10. Clue- This game 
is both fun and frustrat-
ing as you try to solve 
the mystery of who is 
the murderer, what 
weapon they used, 
and where the murder 
took place. It’s a great 
game for adventurous 
families.    

By: Rose Savela 

    Music websites now-
a-days are very easy to 
come by. You can 
download full albums of 
your favorite artist with 
the click of a mouse. 

    While those are pretty 
cool, there’s a great 
relatively unknown site 
out there that takes a 
different approach on 
giving you music. 

    Daytrotter.com isn’t 
about finding the new-
est, coolest, artist or 
about giving you access 
to albums upon albums 
of your favorite artist. 

    Instead, Daytrotter 
has the featured artist 
stop by their recording 
studio for two hours out 
of their tour and record 
one-of-a-kind versions 
of their songs. These 

are often acoustic ver-
sions and sound nothing 
like the produced album 
versions. Usually the 
site allows you to 
download three or four 
of these original works 
for free. 

    Along with this, Day-
trotter includes a draw-
ing of the featured band 
or artist created by 
Johnnie Cluney. These 
are always cool to see 
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when you know the artist 
that they are featuring. 

    And finally, instead of a 
basic bio or interview of the 
band or artist, Daytrotter 
always uses a unique writ-
ing style to portray a differ-
ent characteristic of the 
person or band. 

    So, if you’re into good 
music, good writing, and 
good drawings, check out 
www.daytrotter.com.  



By: Miles Allen 

 With the popu-
larity of the internet 
skyrocketing, many 
teens are creating 
shorthand versions of 
common words such 
as you and phrases 
such as ‘I don’t know.’ 
This trend has been 
noticed and been 
popularized by com-
mercials and the im-
mortal phrase ‘idk, my 
bff jill?’ has run ram-
pant in schools in a 
mockery to this short-
hand. However, the 
problem still is at large, 
with some university 
professors pointing out 
that in master thesis’s, 
they have found such 
phrases as ‘omg’ and 
the ever present ‘idk’. 
These are not passing 
students, mind you, but 
the fact remains. In 
fact, with the boon of 
texting, shorthand has 
crept into many forms 

of media   

 So, 
in order to 
help under-
stand this 
subculture 
of English, 
here is a 
small guide 
to following 
and under-
standing 
internet 
shorthand. 
In most 
cases, an ‘i’ 

within an internet acro-
nym will stand for any 
word that begins with 
the letter that is less 
then two characters 
long. Such cases are 
found in IMO(In My 
Opinion) and IDK(I 
Don’t Know). Many 
unfamiliar shorthands 
can easily be deci-
phered from common 
phrases, such as 
WTC(What the Crap?) 
or OMG (Oh My God). 
On an occasional romp 
through the internet, 
one might find an acro-
nym such as ROFL or 
BBQ. These are stan-
dard but have two dif-
ferent meanings. 
ROFL(Rolling On the 
Floor Laughing) comes 
from a heightened ver-
sion of LOL(Laughing 
Out Loud). BBQ is ac-
tually a mockery of the 
shorthand system. It 
means the ever deli-
cious BarBeQue, and it 
often follows a stream 

of other, less legitimate 
shorthand, such as 
OMGWTFBBQ. 

  Streaming 
shorthand together is 
rarely done with the 
sole intention of mak-
ing a legitimate com-
ment. The most com-
mon legitimate string is 
‘idk lol’, which as dis-
cussed, is a way of 
saying that you don’t 
know, and are currently 
laughing at the mo-
ment because of it. 
Whether a person is 
actually ‘lol-ing’ can 
never be proven, and 
as such the phrase is 
more often uttered to 
say that you expressed 
enjoyment over a sub-
ject. 

 Another, more 
serious affliction is 
adding contractions to 
acronyms. ‘Lol’ is the 
biggest offender, stem-
ming tens of different 
phrases. “lols” “I lol’d” 
“lollerskates” to name 
just a few. 
But there is 
little to 
worry about 
the 
phrases. 
They are 
almost 
never 
harmful, 
and easily 
decoded. If 
unsure, 
ask, as a 
helpful 
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member of the immedi-
ate community will be 
more then glad to shed 
light on the term. How-
ever, whether or not 
their response will be 
nice is not guaranteed.  

  As the Internet 
grows, so does the 
shorthand. But don’t 
be afraid, as asking the 
person next to you is 
becoming more and 
more of an option as 
time goes on. More 
and more people enter 
the internet or text re-
ligiously in today’s so-
ciety, so if you ever 
find yourself stuck, 
don’t worry. Remem-
ber to ask and soon 
you’ll pick up the inter-
net lingo in no time. 
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By: Greg Olsen 

    Like possibly many 
of you, up until the re-
lease of their third al-
bum, Dear Science, I 
was unfamiliar with the 
Brooklyn based experi-
mental rock band, TV 
on the Radio.  

     Since 2001, the five 
member group has 
done all things possible 
to eliminate a set genre 
of their music. With a 
sound described as a 
combination of "post-
punk, free jazz a cap-
pella, doo-wop, soul, 
shoe gaze, and elec-
tro" (Paste Magazine), 
TV on the Radio uses 
a wide variety to instru-
ments and sounds to 
create a voice all their 
own. 

    TV on the Radio is 
composed of Tunde 
Adebimpe, David An-
drew Sitek, Kyp 
Malone, and Jaleel 
Bunton. The New York 

natives 
started 
their musi-
cal ca-
reers with 
their self 
released 
EP, OK 
Calculator, 
in 2002. 
After 
some 
signs of 
early suc-
cess and an increas-
ingly large local New 
York fan base, the five 
hit the studio again, 
and in 2004, released 
their second album, 
Desperate Youth, 
Blood Thirsty Babes; 
earning them the 
Shortlist Music Prize 
for best rock album. 
Although the success 
from their second al-
bum made them musi-
cally known, Dear Sci-
ence, their most recent 
album put out in Sep-
tember of 2008, made 

them a 
common 
name 
among 
the top 
artists of 
the year. 

    Dear 
Science 
combined 
the usual 
sounds of 
a typical 

TV on the Radio re-
cord, with a hint of cur-
rent 2008 America. 

    "[TV on the Radio] 
wanted our album to 
sound the most like 
what our country would 
sound like if it were 
music," said, vocalist, 
Tunde Adebimpe, in a 
recent Rolling Stones 
interview. "The focus of 
the record was to still 
keep the art-rock party 
music style we knew 
we could make, while 
focusing on the real 
issues of modern to-
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day. No bombs are 
falling on me for sure. 
This is the age of mira-
cles and sound." 

    Dear Science was 
voted the "best rock 
album of the year," by 
Rolling Stone, The 
Guardian, Spin Maga-
zine, Consequence of 
Sound, MTV, Enter-
tainment Weekly, 
Pitchfork Media, and 
Paste Magazine, and 
was the top 
downloaded/listened to 
band on college cam-
puses. In addition to 
this, their single, 
"Golden Age," was 
voted the twelfth best 
single of 2008; being 
referred to as "the 
funkiest groove with 
some disco stings." 

    "We could build an 
engine out of all your 
rising stars," said, Ade-
bimpe, "and with Dear 
Science, the sky's the 
limit." 

By: Greg Olsen 

    As probably few of 
you know, I personally 
love the internet phe-
nomenon, known as 
you tube. I've unfortu-
nately wasted numer-
ous hours of life scan-
ning and watching eve-
rything from "real ghost 
footage" to "cookie 
monster sings Choco-

late Rain." As a former 
you tube star, myself, I 
looked into my bank of 
knowledge and found a 
special video that, 
hopefully, will bring a 
smile to all of your 
faces. 

    The video is titled, 
"A Dramatic Reading 
of a Real Breakup Let-
ter." This two minute 

and fifty-eight second 
video of a young man 
properly reading an 
anger filled note from 
his ex-girlfriend will 
have you busting at the 
sides.  

    The link to the actual 
video is hyper-linked 
below. Thank a few 
minutes and check it 
out. Enjoy! 
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 http://www.you
tube.com/watch?v=MB
HOL1PcPR8   



By: Corey 
Ernst 

     A while 
back I 
opened up 
my email 
account to 
see if I had 
gotten any 

emails that I had to im-
mediately deal with 
(yeah right) and saw a 
barrage of messages 
from a sender named 
Facebook.  They in-
cluded about three mes-
sages saying that I had 
a friend request from 
someone. As I looked 
over the names of peo-
ple who sent the re-
quests I noticed some-
thing that they all had in 

common. I did not know 
two of them at all, and 
hadn’t seen the third 
one since 7th grade.  

    I imagine almost eve-
ryone who uses internet 
community websites 
such as Facebook, 
MySpace and others 
have been in the same 
situation. If you press 
the “ignore button, you 
feel bad like you just told 
someone “NO! I don’t 
want to be your friend!” 
If you press the “accept 
friend invitation” button, 
then you will be Face 
book-friends with some-
one you don’t even 
know. In my opinion you 
can’t really be friends 
with someone unless 

you have at least talked 
with them face to face. 

    You might say that 
I’m overreacting to the 
people who ask to be 
friends, and I guess 
that’s true, but it’s 
mostly the idea of it. The 
people who don’t know 
you, but send you the 
friend invitation anyway 
are just too friendly.  

    I mean just think 
about what Facebook 
and MySpace would be 
like if everyone was like 
that. Everyone would 
wind up being friends 
with everyone else. You 
would get a notice every 
time Wang in the Philip-
pians changed her rela-
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tionship status or Vladi-
mir in Romania com-
mented on a thread, or 
John from Berlin writes 
on your wall because he 
is just too friendly.  

    It might sound like I’m 
just like Oscar the 
Grouch from Sesame 
Street. I just want to sit 
in my garbage can and 
be friends with no one. 
This isn’t it at all. I just 
want to have my friends 
list limited to people that 
I actually know. I’d love 
to meet you face to face, 
but not on Facebook. If 
that makes me a 
grouch, then I just have 
one thing to say: let me 
sit in my garbage can. 

By: Miles Allen 

  In Michigan, 
Governor Granholm has 
over 40% of people un-
impressed with her. An-
other 20% just don’t 
care about her any 
which way. Surveys 
have proven that it has 
gone up since her elec-
tion, but a question is 
raised as to why the 
general public allows 
someone to be elected 
with only a small major-
ity over their opponent? 
Party politics may be to 
blame, but there is much 
discontent among the 
population.  

 But the news 
that has dominated the 
airwaves and blared off 
the telescreens is the 
arresting and following 

impeachment of Gover-
nor Rod Blagojevich. 
This governor is often 
described as a piece of 
work following the re-
corded phone conversa-
tions and ideals to fill 
president-elect Barack 
Obama’s vacant senate 
seat to whomever bids 
the highest for it. But 
this isn’t the first time 
the Illinois governor has 
done something 
sketchy. The Governor 
was also accused of 
threatening to take away 
a Children’s hospital 
funding when they did 
not make any move to 
support the governor’s 
campaign. 

 For those unin-
formed with the current 
fiasco on Capital Hill, 

Governor Blagojevich 
was recently accused in 
early December for sell-
ing the vacant senate 
seat. Many of those bid-
ding for it were brought 
in for questioning, and 
Rod Blagojevich was 
asked to step down. In a 
move of dishonor, 
Blagojevich refused to 
step down, even at the 
urging of President elect 
Barack Obama. Even 
the ‘senator’ that was 
appointed by Blago-
jevich was not allowed 
to enter to take his seat 
on the Senate floor. Re-
cently, at an impeach-
ment vote was cast and 
passed at a substantial 
114-1, with the only nay-
sayer hailing from Chi-
cago’s south side. The 
trial is expected to start 

on January 26th of this 
year. 

 Trusting our 
officials becomes harder 
and harder with news 
events such as the 
Blagojevich trials and 
the various scandals 
that parade our televi-
sions. Many of the 
events are making skep-
tical views at the nega-
tive actions of an 
elected official. Whether 
or not these arrests are 
to blame for a large 
number of low approval 
ratings remains to be 
proven. In the mean-
time, it is best to search 
multiple media sources 
and come up with your 
own opinion before 
passing judgment. 
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By: Rose Savela 

    For more than a 
month, my fellow team-
mates and I the better 
part of our first half of 
the season on the 
road. After opening the 
season at our own 
gym, we set off on an 
eight game away 
streak.  

    Finally, forty-three 
days later, we came 
back home. 

    I know many people 
have said that the best 
times of a season are 

spent in the locker 
rooms and on bus 
rides with your team-
mates. I can now tell 
you, with no doubt in 
my mind, that this is 
very true. Even on our 
young season, we’ve 
created many memo-
ries through the trips 
we’ve made together. 

    However, with that 
said, I’ve never been 
more grateful to play in 
front of a home crowd. 

    Now, I understand 
that in general girls’ 
basketball doesn’t 
draw the biggest fan 
base compared to 
other sports; that does-
n’t bother me. The rea-
son why my team-
mates and I work our 
tails off day in and day 
out is much more than 
just trying to please the 
fans in the bleachers. 
But after playing for 
crowds of what 

seemed like fewer than 
thirty people (and 
mostly strangers) for 
several games, I’ve 
realized that a little 
interest from on-
lookers is always nice.  

    Last night, as my 
team and I warmed-up, 
I took a look around at 
all the familiar faces in 
the crowd. It felt nice to 
see a large group of 
people who undoubt-
edly came for the sole 
purpose of seeing you 
and your team play. It 
was nice to see our 
fellow students sitting 
in the PIT and at times 
even getting into the 
game with us. It was 
nice to be playing for 
people who cheering 
you on to a victory for 
once. 

    My team and I made 
a great comeback late 
in the contest to make 
for a fairly exciting 
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game. Afterwards, on 
the walk to the locker 
room, several students, 
parents, and fans 
yelled to us their words 
of congratulations. We 
won all but one game 
during our away streak, 
but not once did we get 
an abundance of peo-
ple telling us “Good 
job!” or 
“Congratulations!” like 
we did last night. 

    I think I can speak 
for the whole team 
when I say that was a 
special feeling. The 
feeling of winning is 
great in itself, but when 
it’s known that we 
made other people 
proud, it’s just that 
much better. It was 
definitely good to be 
back home. 
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