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By: Greg Olsen

Due to the multi-million dollar
road commission budget cuts,
school districts across the
state are being forced to
make additions to their
schedules to make up the
lost time.

Earlier in the year, the
State of Michigan passed
a multimillion dollar cut on
all plowing methods as a
means to help make up
for the loss of the current
economic revenue. The
cut set limits on the
amount of hours, diesel,
and salt that each county
could distribute, as well as led to
the loss of three-hundred jobs.
Through the cut, no plows would
run on the weekends or during
severe snow storms, and only a

By: Rose Savela

August 16, 2008 was the day
sixteen-year-old Maria Rentmeis-
ter began the trip of a lifetime. It
was that day that Maria embarked
on a five-month-long journey to
Manistee to learn about the Ameri-
can culture.

Now, five months later, Maria is
packed up and ready to board her
flight back to Dorsten, Germany.

http://mhs.honoredstudents.org/

one lane strip would stay clear
open on most major roads. With
many counties, including Manis-
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tee, being responsible for clearing
over nine-hundred miles of road
each night, the revenue based cut
has led traveling throughout the
state unusually difficult. In addition

Well, maybe she’s not exactly
ready to leave, but she has to.

Originally, when Maria planned
her trip to the US, she was scared
that the ten month stay would be
too long. Now, as she faces leav-
ing her new life behind, her only
regret is that she can't stay longer.

She chose to be a foreign ex-
change student because she felt it
was the best way to learn about
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to causing slow and unsafe travel,
the lack of plowing has led to an
excessively high amount of school
cancellations already in the
8 winter season.

Earlier in the week,
MAPS officials met and
discussed the possible
changes to be made in the

% school schedule, in the
Al event of any further lost
§ time due to the weather.

"[IMAPS and the County
Road Commission] dis-
cussed and decided on
many possible changes,"
said, MAPS Superinten-
dent, Bob Olsen. "The
plows will now start going out at
six to help clear up the roads that
have been causing the most is-
sues."
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By: Ashley Tiefenthal

Time is winding
down for high school
seniors to make their
decision on what
school to attend next
fall and as many are
still trying to make up
their minds, MHS sen-
ior Corey Ernst has
already made a great
stride in getting where
he wants to go.

Corey recently re-
ceived a $32000 schol-
arship for Michigan
Technological Univer-
sity in Houghton, Michi-
gan. He was one of the
lucky thirty-seven stu-
dents out of approxi-
mately three hundred
to receive this scholar-
ship.

Getting the $32000
was not easy, as Corey
had to write a one-
page essay on leader-

By: Kyle Bassett

Every once in a
while a student is rec-
ognized for leadership,
fitness, and academic
achievement. Seth
Schneider is one of
these and has received
a congressional nomi-
nation for the air force
academy. To be recog-
nized for this, a student
must stand out from
the crowd and express
the ability to lead while
demonstrating skills in
other fields.
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ship. He had to pick
four characteristics that
make an effective
leader

and ex-

plain why

they were

important

to him

and how

he him-

self dem-

onstrates

these

charac-

teristics.

Part
two of
this proc-
ess was taking a trip
up to Houghton in or-
der to compete for a
full ride scholarship.
This trip consisted of
participating in different
leadership activities, an
interview with a faculty
member, and sitting in
a library with the other

To be nominated is
one thing, but that is
just the first step, since
ten other students
were also nominated
from this region. Many
other students across
the nation were nomi-
nated, but only a few
actually get in to the
academy.

For the nomination,
Seth was recognized
for many things. An
outstanding academic
career is one of those,
along with performance
in extracurricular activi-
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participants for an hour

writing another essay,

this time about the ex-
perience of
being up
there. Un-
fortunately
Corey was
not one of
the three to
receive the
full ride, but
he is more
than satis-
fied with
what he has
received.

Corey
worked very
hard on his first essay,
spending about eight
hours on the one-page
paper.

“The other kids |
talked to spent around
one and a half hours
on their papers. The
highest | heard besides

ties. Seth

has partici-

pated in Sci-

ence Olym-

piad, wres-

tling, track,

and cross

country.

Seth is also

an eagle

scout in the

boy scouts,

the highest

honor avail-

able. Among these,
Schneider is also part
of the Venture Crew, a
kind of coed boy
scouts that focuses on

mine was three hours.”

Corey got help with
his essay from his
friend Laura Lindgren
who proof read for him.
He said she really
helped him out a lot.

When asked why he
chose to attend Michi-
gan tech Corey replied,
“It has a really good
biology program and is
very close to Isle
Royal. | know a lot of
people that go there
and it's a really good
school.”

He also noted that
he likes the small town
atmosphere as Hough-
ton is much like Manis-
tee.

In order to keep the
$8000 a year Corey
must maintain a 2.5
GPA and he doesn't
see that being a prob-

different activities in-
cluding geo cashing.

Continued on Pg 7




By: Kyle Bassett

When the Civil War
broke out in 1861, it
seemed that no place
in the U.S. was unaf-
fected by it one way or
another. Enthusiastic
patriots would stand at
street corners trying to
raise money for troops
and try and rally new
recruits. Some notable
civil war soldiers were
from the Manistee
area.

At the time, Manis-
tee was a town of
about 1000 residents
centered on the local
logging industry. Many
enthusiastic patriots

By: Corey Ernst

Tensions in the Middle
East have been esca-
lating for past few dec-
ades and have recently
begun to reach the
breaking point. The
intense guerilla war-
fare, car bombings,
and rockets launched
over the Gaza-lsrael
border have, as of De-
cember 27, 2008, have
prompted Israeli forces
to enter into open war.

On the 27", at 11:30
local time the Israeli
army launched a mili-
tary campaign code-
named: Operation Cast
Lead. This attack be-
gan with intense air
bombings on the part
of Israel and very in-

" (
would try and start ral-
lies to support the war.
Often they would plant
themselves on a street
corner or bar, elevated
slightly by a small
wooden crate or barrel.
Most times the listen-
ing crowd would re-
spond favorably to the
rallies.

Thanks to the rallies,
much money was
raised to support the
bounties for the volun-
teers. Many of the vol-
unteers that went to
fight on the front lines
never returned to Ma-
nistee, having fallen in
battle. Some notable
soldiers were Jas. H.

)*

tense rocket and mor-
tar fire from the Pales-
tinians in Gaza. 225

people were killed dur-
ing the initial attack, in
which Israel destroyed

Mosques believed to
be terrorist safe
houses, and weapons
stores, infrastructure,
and Hamas base

McGinley, who showed
bravery on the battle
field. He was awarded
the Kearney cross.
One man who was rec-
ognized for

his bravery

was Jacob

Seibert, who

lost his life

during the

war.

Many fami-
lies were af-
fected indefi-
nitely by the
Civil War.
Those who
lived in Ma-
nistee were
no exception.
Manistee has

camps, training facili-
ties, and offices.
Roughly 100 targets
were hit in the span of
around four minutes.

These places were

targeted in an attempt
to stop the arming of
Hamas, in order to stop
the rocket fire which
had been directed over

had its fair share of
patriots and patrons
not only during the Civil
Way, but during many
other great wars.

the border and into
Israel. Israel blamed
the rocket attacks on
Hamas and demanded
that they cease the
attacks immediately.
Meanwhile Gaza has
been intensifying it de-
fense and demanding
that Israel remove the
blockade from the
Gaza strip. Both sides
of the conflict feel that
the other has violated
the peace treaty signed
this last June.

Many countries and
organizations are cur-
rently calling for a
cease fire to allow for
humanitarian aid into
Gaza to help innocent
civilians who were
harmed in the attack.

Continued on pg 7




By: Rose Savela

If you've ever at-
tended a MHS basket-
ball game, you know
that sometimes the ac-
tion never stops.

At six different games
this year, when the bas-
ketball teams briefly re-
tire into their locker
rooms at half time, the

dance team will be there
to step in and entertain
the fans.

And entertain they do.

Especially, when you
consider where the pro-
gram has come from.

Head coach Tarah
Fancher, who has been
dancing for nineteen
years, remembers when
it was totally different.

“When it started, they
performed one dance at
a game, and the uniform
was a tie died t-shirt
they made themselves,”

remembered Fancher
who was a freshman in
high school when the
program started.

Now, with six dances
and real uniforms, the
dance team is recog-
nized more widely and
attracts their own fan
base to the basketball
games.

Fancher, a three
year dance team par-
ticipant and one year
captain, gladly stepped
in to help coach the
girls this year when
she was asked by Mrs.
Ferguson.

“It seemed like a
very simple decision to
just do it,” says
Fancher whose favorite
part is getting to know
the girls and watching
their dances come to-
gether.

Although she doesn’t
actually dance on the

court anymore, she
said she still loves the
performances.

“I probably get just
as nervous as they do
before they perform,”
she added.

To help out Fancher
in organizing the team,
juniors Logan Randall ,
Brittan Bell, and

Katherine Richert
serve as team cap-
tains.

All returning mem-
bers of the team, the
three girls set an ex-
ample for the under-
classmen and are
there to help them if
they have any ques-
tions.

“We pretty much
make sure that the girls
are coming to practice
and they know what
they are doing, and if
they need help we help
them,” says Bell.

The team is com-
posed of fourteen girls
from our school, with
representatives from
every class.

Most of the girls on
the team have been
dancing most of their
lives, although they are
quick to point out that
it's not the same type
of dance.

The style can be
described as a cross
between hip hop and
jazz, but is much differ-
ent than studio dance
classes. However, the
experience definitely
helps.

“The style is differ-
ent, but it all helps with
technique and ability in
dance team,” said
Logan Randall who
has been dancing for
thirteen years.

Taylor Pietrasik , an
eleven year dancer,
said her dance classes
allowed her to fit in
easily on the team
even though she’s only
a freshman.

“I'm pretty comfort-
able with everything
and everyone,” Pietra-
sik said, “I pretty much
know everyone from
my other dance
classes.”

Her easy transition
must have felt good
since she’s been wait-
ing a long time to be on
the team.

Continued on pg 5




By: Kyle Bassett

For a few weeks the
Science Olympiad has
been practicing for this
year’s competitions. Sci-
ence Olympiad is the
academic competition
consisting of different
events such as per-
forming tests on cer-
tain subjects and build-
ing devices to accom-
plish tasks.

For countless years,
the Manistee Science
Olympiad team has
made it to the state
finals. At finals, Manis-
tee has enjoyed success
in multiple events,
though some events
change through the
course of time. This year
events include testing in
Astronomy, Physics

“I have always
wanted to be on dance
team! That's all | looked
forward to when | came
to basketball games,”
remembered Pietrasik.

With the high level of
talent on this year’s
team, the girls have high
expectations of them-
selves.

“The girls this year
are capable of so
much,” said Katherine
Richert . “I think we're
going to have a great
season because of their
abilities to learn and cre-
ate great dances
quickly.
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Lab, Chemistry Lab,
Environmental Chemis-
try, Ecology, Dynamic
Planet, Cell Biology,
Picture This, Disease
Detectives, Forensics,

Fossils, Health Sci-
ence, Herpetology,
Remote Sensing, and
Technical Problem
solving as well as the
build-it events Trajec-
tory, Egg-O-Naut,
Junkyard Challenge,

Coach Fancher also
hopes to improve in
general each year.

The dance team has
already performed two
of their dances on Dec.
2 and Dec. 18 and the
girls were all pleased
with how they did.

Richert said her
favorite part was finally
getting out there and
just dancing.

“It's a feeling that
you can’t really explain
until you're there,” she
says, “it is nerve-
racking sometimes, but
so much fun!”
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Electric Vehicle, It's
About Time, and Write
it Do it.

Every year the Sci-
ence Olympiad goes to

compete in several
events against many
schools across the
state. This year the first
event is the West Ot-
tawa invitational which
will take place on Sat-
urday, February 21.

The coach definitely
agrees as she encour-
ages all MHS students
to consider joining
dance team next year.

“Dance team is
FUN,” says Fancher.
“It's a great way to get
involved with the high
school and to meet and
get to know other peo-
ple, especially for un-
derclassmen.”

The team usually
practices twice a week
during season. Try-
outs for the next year’s
team will be held
sometime this spring.

Exactly a month after
that on March 21 is the
regional competition. If
Manistee places in the
top at the regional
competition then they
will be able to compete
at the state finals. This
year the state competi-
tion will take place at
the end of April.

Not only does the
high school team do
well at competition, the
middle school team
does just as well in
their competitions. Last
year the middle school
team placed high over-
all at the state competi-
tion. Both teams look
just as promising this
year as the years be-
fore and should do well
when it comes time for
competition.

The team encour-
ages anyone experi-
enced or interested in
dance to come and
watch them and see
what they’re all about.

Even for those who
aren’t interested in
dance, the girls never
fail to entertain as their
years of hard work are
evident in every per-
formance.

The dance team will
be performing on the
following dates: Janu-
ary 14" and February
13", 14", and 27".




By: Rose Savela

For most students,
the cold winter weather
makes the second term
of school seem to drag
on forever. While you
are wishing the snow
away, your student
council is busy plan-
ning a week of fun to
break up the dreadful
winter season.

Winter Carnival
2009 is scheduled for
the week of February
9™ and fittingly, the
theme this year is
"Snow Days."

Similar to Home-
coming, classes will
compete in various
competitions and as-
semblies all week long
and a dance will be
held on Saturday.

A new addition this
year is a t-shirt design
contest. Members of
the student body can
submit a design for the
front of our annual
Winter Carnival t-shirt.

The winner will be
chosen by a committee
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made up of a variety of
people from the school.
Designs are limited to
one shirt color and two
ink colors. Entries can
be hand drawn or com-
puter generated, but
must be the student's
original work.

One of the main
events of the week is
the banner competi-
tion. When hung, the
banners will demon-
strate the theme of
"Snow Days" and show
school spirit for a Chip-
pewas victory in the
three basketball games
that will be held that
week.

Each class
will be respon-
sible for paint-
ing a banner
that will be
hung in the
gym by Mon-
day, February
9th. This
means that
each class
should plan on
creating their
banner the
week before in

order to make this
deadline.

Unlike years past, all
classes will be follow-
ing the general theme
of "Snow Days" when
designing their banner,
as opposed to individ-
ual themes. Student
council felt this will pro-
vide more room for
creativity and originality
in the banners.

One of the favorite
events of the week is
the annual Mock Rock
performance that will
be held on Wednes-
day, February 11" at
7pm. Classes will com-
pete against each
other by putting to-
gether various replica-
tions of famous dances
and performances. The
night is guaranteed to
be entertaining and all
are encouraged to par-
ticipate and attend.

Students will vote to
elect two representa-
tives from their class to
be in the running for
Winter Carnival King
and Queen. Unlike

homecoming, the King
and Queen are the
representatives from
the winning class, not
the necessarily the
senior class.

Reps will be tapped
at Tuesday’'s assembly
and will walk at half-
time of Friday's game.

Along with those
competitions, the week
will include four sport-
ing events to attend,
five dress up days, two
assemblies, and of
course the dance.

The dance, which is
put on by the freshmen
class, will begin at 8.30
and end at midnight on
Saturday, February
14",

It is a semi-formal
affair, which has the
same requirements as
Homecoming.

Although it's still a
month away, all
classes are strongly
encouraged to start
planning for the com-
petitions ahead of time.
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The Red Cross has
claimed that the Israelis
responsible for the at-
tack on Gaza have not
met “its obligations un-
der humanitarian law.”
Meanwhile Israel is
claiming that there is not
a humanitarian crisis in
Gaza.

As of right now the
death toll has passed
500, and over 2,300 Pal-
estinians have been
wounded. By the time
that this paper is sent
out the numbers in both
categories would have
climbed even higher.

By: Rose Savela

All of the Christmas
decorations have just
about disappeared from
local yards, but don't
worry, because Student
Council has found a re-
placement: pink flamin-
gos.

Starting this week
pairs of plastic, pink fla-
mingos will be placed in
various yards of MHS

Schneider must ac-
complish many things to
compete with the other
nominees in order to get
into the air force acad-
emy. Just to get in re-
quires an ACT score
above 25. A candidate
fithess assessment is

One of the reasons
for the high number of
wounded in Gaza is
Israel’s highly contro-
versial use of white
phosphorus shells dur-
ing their attack. White
Phosphorus is illegal to
use as a weapon be-
cause of the damage it
causes and according
to Charles Heyman,
British military expert,
“is...aterror
weapon.” He also
stated that, “burning
blobs of phosphorus
will burn when in con-
tact with skin.” It is so
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supporters and
fans.The creative fund-
raiser asks the
“flamingoed” family to
pay a small fee to have
the flamingos removed
from their yard.

For a small addi-
tional fee of the family
can select a house of
their choice that they
would like to see the
flamingos sent to. The

also given to all nomi-
nees. This tests the
physical abilities of the
nominees’ strength
and endurance.

If Schneider were to
make it in to the air
force academy he
would study aerospace

powerful that it is not
uncommon for the
chemical to keep burn-
ing away until it
reaches bone.

Israel is currently
using the substance as
a smokescreen how-
ever, which is legal.

When fired the phos-
phorus releases thick
white smoke along with
globs of burning phos-
phorus. Since the
Gaza strip is one of the
world’s most densely
populated areas in the
world, there can be

family can also choose
to “release the flock”,
all 24 flamingos, onto

one yard of their choice

for $150. The purpose
is to raise money for
Student Council, but
also to promote school
spirit among the town.

engineering. At the
academy he would
receive a top notch
education along with
many electives not of-
fered at most other
schools, such as water
survival, scuba diving,
and unarmed combat

expected to be many

more casualties if the

conflict is not resolved
soon.

Despite foreign lead-
ers encouraging an
end to this conflict, it is
not yet appearing to be
near to ending, al-
though some Israeli
officials stated on
January 6" that it could
be “over in the next 72
hours.” Although it
doesn’t look like it will
end by the 9™, it will
hopefully be concluded
soon.

training.

To be accepted to
the air force academy
would be a great
honor. It was a chal-
lenging road for Seth to
be nominated and the
difficulty only increases
as he tries to get in.




life in the United States.

“l didn’t want to just
come here as a tourist,
said Maria. “| wanted to
be able to live here,
learn about the culture,
and learn the language
better.”

Although, if you ask
her, the thing she
learned the most about
isn’'t really American at
all.

“l learned so much
about myself,” she
stated. “I had to be very
open-minded when |
came here. | couldn’t
look at someone and
say ‘Oh he’s weird; I'm
not going to talk to him.’
| had to talk to a lot of

different types of people
and | learned so much
from that.”

As an outsider, Maria
definitely couldn’t be shy
if she wanted to meet
new people. Soon after
arriving, she joined the
golf team and this winter
she was a part of the
dance team where she
met many good friends.

Though she was
homesick in the begin-
ning of her trip, she said
interacting with other
people helped her over-
come that.

Another thing that
helped was the com-
pany of Anne-Sophie
Riegger, our second
German exchange stu-
dent at MHS. The two of
them became very close
since they had a lot in
common.

Along with Anne,
Maria says she has
made many good
friends.

“All the girls at my
lunch table and my
dance team,” said
Maria when asked of
her closest friends.

So it’s easy to un-
derstand that as she
prepares to leave
home, it's the people
that she will miss the
most.

“I'm really sad be-
cause | have to leave
all my friends here,”
said Maria. “l was so
surprised in how | was
really able to feel at
home while | was
here.”

Some of her favorite
memories of her stay in
Manistee include at-
tending a Detroit base-
ball game and home-
coming, though she
commented that she
did “so many
great things.”

During her
stay, tuna cas-
serole made by
her host par-
ents, tacos,
grilled cheese,
and Wendy's
chocolate
frosties became
her favorite
American
foods.

Although she
enjoyed those,
she’s excited to
go home to eat
Doener, which

is Turkish food, and
German bread.

“American’s don't
know what REAL
bread is!” Maria
laughed.

Her favorite class at
MHS was Mrs. Erbel's
intro to drawing and
painting. She remarked
that school in Germany
is much more demand-
ing, but they don’t go
for as long or have the
same schedule every-
day. Another difference
is that they don’t have
school sports, just club
sports.

Maria noticed that
everything is bigger in
the United States com-
pared to Germany.
However, Manistee
was a great community
because the commu-
nity was very nice and
helpful and everyone
knows each other.

Another difference

she noticed was that
the American flag is
everywhere.

“Your flag is in the
class rooms and every-
where you go,” she
commented. “In Ger-
many it's not like that.”

With all the things
she’ll miss, she is very
excited to see her fam-
ily and friends when
she returns home. She
will have to finish her
second half of 11™
grade and then also go
through 12" and 13"
grade.

Before she leaves
us though, she said it
was very important to
her that she leaves
MHS students with
this:

“Become a foreign
exchange student if
you want to! And thank
you. Your school is
great!”
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By: Ashley Tiefenthal

The Varsity boys’ bas-
ketball team dropped its
sixth straight game and
first of the New Year on
Monday with a 60-41
loss to Suttons Bay.

The Norsemen (4-0)
opened up by sinking a
three and never looked
back as Manistee was
never able to establish a
lead. The Chippewas (1-
6) trailed 12-7 at the end
of the first quarter as
they struggled offen-
sively and couldn’t con-
vert on contested shots.

After a three point
play by junior guard,
Josh Sandberg and a
free-throw by Chris
Hansen the Chips were
able to pull within one
point of the Norsemen
early in the second quar-
ter before the Norsemen
went on 15-5 run to end

By: McKenzie Majchrzak

The Manistee Varsity
girls ski team finished
first and the boys team
second at a nine-team
invitational. The
girls scored 36, with the
next closest competitor
being Cadillac A with 61.

Katie Bramble , Kari
Paine, and Nathalie
Kenny led the team to
their first place finish.
Bramble took first in the
giant slalom with 38.32,
while Paine placed first

8 9

the half. The chips went
into the locker room trail-
ing 27-16.

Coming out of the
break Manistee looked
strong as Gus Lager-
quist and Ethan
Coppola combined for
eleven points in the paint
and defensively the
Chips used their full
court press to create
turnovers. “We came out
better, played better de-
fense, and overall better
basketball.” said Lager-
quist of the third quarter.

The fourth quarter
was much like the first
for the Chips as they
struggled to score again
and were unable to con-
tain the Norsemen who
went on an early fourth
quarter run to put the
score at 45-32. From
there the Chippewas
were unable to get any
closer.

in the slalom with 47.62,
and they both took sec-

Coach Paul Marfia
noted that his team will
have to work on their
mental toughness
and competing
ability before they
are able to get
anywhere this
season.

Cappola was the
only Chippewa to
reach double fig-
ures with ten
points. Lager-
quist was right
behind him with
nine, Hansen and
Ryan Helminiak
each netted six,
Zach Riley had
four, and brothers
Josh and Bran-
don Sandberg
had three apiece.

The Chippewas head
to Glen Lake for their
next game as they
search for their second
victory of the season.

ond in the other race that
they did not take first in.

“Hopefully we can go in
there and win” said
Lagerquist.

Manistee’s Josh Sandberg
looks to drive in a game ear-
lier this season. Sandberg
scored three points in the
Chip’s loss to Suttons Bay
Monday night.

For the boys team,
they placed second with
66, while Harrison took
home the first place fin-
ish with 50. Keegan Ja-
nowiak led the Chips
with two second place
finishes, but missed the
firsts to a previous state
champion.

The boys team will
meet Harrison again at
regionals. The next invi-
tational for the Chippe-
was will be at Petoskey
on January 12.
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By: McKenzie
Majchrzak

The Manistee Var-
sity Hockey team
played the TC Bay
Area Reps on Satur-
day January 10. The
final score of the game
was 5-4 with TC bring-
ing home the win.

The game was ex-
tremely physical, with
senior goalie Brandon
Fitzgerald being hit in
his own net, but the
Chippewas were able to
capitalize early off of

By: Rose Savela

The Manistee girls’
varsity basketball team
came out on top against
the Big Rapids Cardinals
on Thursday night de-
spite their sluggish start.

After trailing most of
the game, the girls bat-
tled back to win 69-57
and increased their re-
cord to 6-1.

Caused by their lack
of defense and poor
shooting, the Lady Chips
were down by as much

power play goals, giving
them a 2-0 lead. How-
ever, the Chips them-
selves got into the pen-
alty box a little too much,
and TC was able grab
two goals themselves,
bringing the score at the
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as fifteen
in the first
half. They
headed
into the
locker
room
down
twelve
with the
determi-
nation to change the
tempo of the game.

They came out look-
ing like a whole different
team, playing both full
and half court traps that
slowed down the Cardi-
nals offense.

Junior Kristen

Merkey was a key part
in the victory as she was
the first Chippewas to
catch fire shooting. She
hit three very important
three pointers that fired
up her teammates and

end of the
first pe-
riod to 2-
2.

Marek
Pospisil
finished
the first
period
with two assists, but the
game was far from over.

Both teams scored
another goal apiece,
keeping the score tied at
3-3 going into the third
period. The Chips bat-
tled the entire time, for

fans alike.

“I just have this fire in
me,” Merkey remarked,
“it just came out in me
that night.”

Along with Merkey,
seniors McKenzie
Majchrzak and Sarah
Solberg connected on
big three point baskets
that made Big Rapids
adjust in their defensive
focus.

With Cardinals’ focus
on the perimeter, the
middle opened up for
junior Rose Savela to
make several drives in

which she connected on.

With 3:30 left in the
game, and on a 9-0 run
by Savela, the Chippe-
was took the lead for the
first time in the contest
and never looked back.

TC scored their forth
goal, but the Chips tied it
back up with a slap shot
from Pospisil . However,
TC grabbed another
making the score 5-4.

Power play opportuni-
ties for TC allowed them
to finish the game with a
win, as the final score
ended up 5-4.

The next home game
for the Chips is January
16 verse Muskegon
Catholic Central at 7p.m.

Two career-highs
were recorded for the
Chips as Savela scored
thirty-four points, cou-
pled with thirteen re-
bounds, and Merkey
scored seventeen.

Also contributing in
scoring were Ashley
Tiefenthal with eight,
Majchrzak and Solberg
with five, and Julia Mak-
sym with two.

The girls finally return
back home for the first
time in over a month as
they face the Reed City
Coyotes.

“I'm excited to come
back home and play on
our home floor,” said
Tiefenthal . “Since it's
against Reed City it just
makes it ten times bet-
ter, because it's always
a tough game.”
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By: Ashley Tiefenthal

Manistee boys’ varsity
basketball team won its
second game of the sea-
son and snapped their
losing streak of six
games with a 58-53 vic-
tory over Glen Lake
Thursday night.

By: Greg Olsen

With much hype sur-
rounding the (now de-
cided) BCS National
Championship Game
and second round NFL
post season action, Ma-
nistee High School staff
and students spoke up
on who they thought
would come up on top.

THE GAMES

University of Florida vs.
University of Oklahoma

Arizona Cardinals @
Carolina Panthers

Philadelphia Eagles @

&
’
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Glen Lake took over
early with a 17-2 run and
only allowed the Chippe-
was a total of five points
in the first quarter as

they went on to score
nineteen.

The second quarter
was all Manistee as they
scorched the nets for
twenty-five points and
pulled within one point of
the Lakers before going
into intermission down
30-31. The Chippewas
once again used their full
court press to create
turnover that were
turned into baskets at
their end of the floor.

“Glenn Lake ran a 1-
2-2 zone that we have
not faced and it took us
some time to adjust”

New York Giants

Baltimore Ravens @
Tennessee Titans

San Diego Chargers @
Pittsburg Steelers

John March- School
Custodian

Oklahoma
Arizona

San
Diego

New York

Baltimore

Coach Marfia said of the
first quarter. “Once we
settled down in the 2nd
quarter, it was a very
close game.”

The lead was ex-
changed multiple times
through out the second
half but Manistee hung
on to clinch the victory
with their free throw
shooting to move their
record to 2-6 on the sea-
son.

“We iced it in the
fourth from the free
throw line going 12-13,”
Marfia said.

Manistee’s used a
balanced scoring attack
led by junior guard, Tim
Jensen with 22. Not far
behind was Ryan

Mr. Bennett- Teacher

Helminiak with 12,
Brandon Sandberg and
Gus Lagerquist with 7
each, Chris Hansen and
Kyle cone with 4, and
Zach Riley with 2.

Coach Mafia felt last
night was great for the
kids and hopes it will
help them on Monday as
they head to Reed City
to play the Coyotes.

“As a team we have
been gaining experience
and learning from our
mistakes. Last night
was a chance for the
kids to learn from mis-
takes and get a win.
Hopefully this will get us
some momentum going
into Reed City on Mon-
day.”

Will Wahr and Zack

Florida
Eagles
Pittsburg
Arizona

Baltimore

Andrew Huber- Principal

Florida
Giants
Pittsburg
Arizona

Baltimore

Miller

Oklahoma Okla-

homa

Pittsburg
Diego

San

Carolina Carolina

Baltimore Tennes-

see

Eagles Eagles




By: Ashley Tiefenthal

Marley & Me was
one of the many new
movies released
Christmas day. This
movie is both humor-
ous and sad. It follows
the newly wed couple
Jenny (Jennifer Anis-
ton) and John (Owen
Wilson) Grogan and
their dog Marley on
their everyday life and
adventures they take
together.

Marley is bought by
the couple as a puppy

By: Miles Allen

Sony’s Blu-
Ray disc has been in
the media for awhile
now, starting with its
launch alongside To-
shiba’s HD DVD disc.
While both discs
boasted a superior for-
mat to the standard
DVD'’s, their prices for
the players were huge
and as such, a large
number of people de-
cided to stay with their
standard DVDs and
wait out the HD-DVD

because they feel it will
help them ready them-
selves for children. He
instantly becomes part
of the family and takes
the couple on many
adventures as he can
never seem to behave.
They learn that a dog
is more work than ex-
pected. More than this
though, Marley teaches
the couple many im-
portant life lessons,
such a love. He shows
them how to grow
closer to each other
even when times are
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vs. Blu-Ray
war until a
winner was
decided and
prices were
down.

The
conflict
started
merely as a
split in be-

tween which format to
choose. While HD-
DVD had grabbed the
market early, the sheer
size and capacity of
Blu-Ray was well worth
its asking price, as the
potential seemed limit-
less. HD-DVD held the
possibility for 15 giga-
bytes of data, which for
comparison’s sake; a
single gigabyte could
easily hold the entire
library of NES games,
with room to spare.
However, The Blu Ray
discs boasted a far

hard.

Some people
complain that
Marley & Me is
not for anyone
under 13. | dis-
agree | believe
this is a great film
for the whole
family. Just be
prepared for pos-
sibly one of the
funniest and sad-
dest movies of
your life. | give
this movie an “A”
because | truly enjoyed
it.

larger capacity at 50
gigabytes, which
means that five Blu-
Ray discs can have
more available memory
then most laptops.

While HD-DVD
had an early lead, and
had a definitive pres-
ence in the market,
Sony had the master-
stroke of placing a Blu-
Ray player within their
latest gaming console,
the Playstation Three.
As teens and young
adults throughout the
country rushed to buy
the latest installment in
Sony’s gaming series,
support for Blu-Ray
grew.

In January 4™,
2008 the final stroke
kicked in as the biggest
market for HD-DVD
finally settled on focus-
ing all its efforts toward

the Blu-Ray disc. The
Action completely oblit-
erated Toshiba'’s for-
mat disc, and only a
month later, Toshiba
announced the end of
the HD-DVD

Since the end
of their competitor, Blu-
Ray awareness has
skyrocketed and the
existence of Blue Ray
players has gone up
nationwide. In accor-
dance, the Blue Ray
players have steadily
fallen in price, as well
as fixing earlier prob-
lems with early sys-
tems. The Playstation
3 still stands out as
Sony’s #1 Blu-Ray
player, even using a
Blu-Ray disc drive for
storage.

Continued on Pg 13




By: McKenzie
Majchrzak

In the new movie
Seven Pounds, which
opened on Christmas
day, Will Smith plays a
depressed IRS agent
who is searching for
people who need finan-
cial help. However, the
people he is looking for
need to deserve the
help he plans on giving
them. During his
search he meets a
woman named Emily
who has a heart condi-

Written By: Greg Olsen

AOL'’s sponsored,
spinner.com, is an al-
ternative music based
website that provides
listeners with artist up-
dates, interviews, live
shows, and free
downloads.

The three year run-
ning website was intro-
duced as a medium for
unheard artists to get
their music out to the
public. Each artist or

tion, but an unexpected
problem results from
this meeting, he begins
to fall in love with her.
Many other events un-
fold between these
two, but | don’t want to
be a spoiler.

I loved this movie,
but be prepared be-
cause it is a tear jerker.
It has been one of the
most emotionally pow-
erful movies that | have
seen, yet slight humor
is put into it which
helped. It may appear

/

group performs an
“AOL Interface,” usu-
ally consisting of a half
hour set (either video
taped or recorded) with
an interview immedi-
ately afterward. Featur-
ing bands such as
Rogue Wave, Man-
chester Orchestra,
Silversun Pickups,
Teagan and Sara,
Kevin Devine, and
countless more, the
Interface offers a wide
variety of music genres
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Furthermore, more and
more advancements
are being made to the
Blu-Ray player and it's
discs.

The number
one feature on future
Blu-Ray discs is the

addition of layers be-
yond the two that are
seen today. Works on
Blu-Ray discs that ex-
tend past 200 giga-
bytes are already in the
works, and sixteen lay-
ers of date may not be

to be a

little

confus-

ing in

the be-

ginning

be-

cause

the

movie

jumps

around

a bit,

but that is needed to
keep you on the edge
of your seat; however
everything straightens
out once it gets going.

& .

Overall | would give
this movie an A, be-
cause the plot is great,
and it's Will Smith.

and styles, while also
exposing newly re-
leased work that nor-
mally might not be
heard.

In addition to music,
AOL'’s Spinner includes
many articles and re-
views written by young
and upcoming writers.
Spinner also includes
“Spinner Radio,” an
internet based radio
supplying over three-
hundred and fifty chan-
nels, as well as

too far off. The Pioneer
Corporation, known for
it's large steps in tech-
nology for the con-
sumer market, is cur-
rently working on and
claims that a fully func-
tional 1 Terabyte,

“Listening Parties,”
where listeners can
download complete
new albums for free.

One of the neatest
parts to The Spinner is
its availability. Cur-
rently, spinner.com has
not been squid
guarded on the school
computers at MHS. If
you're currently sitting,
bored, in a computer
class, check it out:
www.spinner.com

which is 1024 giga-
bytes, Blu-Ray disc
may not be too far out.
Some say as early as
2013, even. For now,
Pioneer’s 400 GB disc
will have to suit the
needs of consumers.




By: Greg Olsen

Contrary to my fear
of blood, needles, and
overall discomfort, last
Friday | gave a pint of
pure Olsen A- on the
stage of the high
school auditorium.

I'll admit, in the be-
ginning, my intentions
were neither good nor
willing. The day before
I'd nervously pondered
the idea; second
guessing myself fre-
qguently, and changing
my opinion depending
on who | just asked.
When Friday morning
came around, | woke
up with the mind set
that | would beat
around the bush of
donating all day, and, if
asked, say that | was
going to, but just didn't
get around to it. Al-
though I knew this
would pass, a part of
me didn't feel right
about my decision, and
spent the first two
hours of my day feeling
like a wimp.

The total mind set
that | would donate
came during a walk
between my second
hour real world class,

)

and my third hour band
class. | would like to
look back on the whole
process and say that a
rare surge of courage
and will to do good
came over me, but, like
every once, | saw an
opportunity at skipping
an hour of school, and
jumped at the opportu-
nity. Within moments |
diverged my course for
the backstage entrance
of the auditorium
stage, and prepared
myself to sacrifice a
pound of blood, for a
worthy cause and a
half a day off from
school.

The entire process
of getting, "on the list,"
was no simple task,
and, very easily, could
have derailed my entire
experience. The quick
paced, half accom-
plished stride | had
while walking through
the back entrance was
immediately halted
after running into Bon-
nie, the current blood
donor "bouncer" that
was on duty around 11
o'clock. Our encounter
started very profes-
sionally, but, potentially
on my accord, ended
very poorly.

She first greeted
me, shortly, by asking
if | had been assigned
the third hour time slot
to give blood. Although
| said | had, Bonnie,
who had come to my
class days before look-
ing for volunteers to

donate, and | both
knew | was lying, and
she made it clear that |
was going to have to
work a lot harder then
that to get on that
stage. Unlike the big-
ger man | should have
been, who would have
cut his losses, tried to
sign up legitimately, or
just went to class, |
refused to give up this
lie | had created, and
stormed away, vowing
to return soon and cor-
rect this apparent injus-
tice.

Contrary to any one
of the smarter options,
| took a lap around
each of the academic
wings, ventured back
to my recent spot of
contrivers, and waited
for my perfect moment
when the coast was
clear to slip in unde-
tected. With the use of
my former boy scout
detective skills, in no
time | was sitting in
line, filling out paper
work, and becoming
one step closer at be-
ing the seventy-ninth
donor that day.

From this point on
not a lot happened.
After answering "no" to
twenty-five of the most
awkward questions of
my life, | sat second
last in line, between
Aubree Gregorski and
Cody Schimke. From
that point on, | had all
the time in the world to
think about my situa-
tion, and wait for the

realization of what |
was about to do sink it,
while | cringed at the
sight of my fellow
classmates slowly
bleeding. After three
pieces of pizza, six
cups of juice, and an
hour and a half of slow-
est and most eventful
game of musical chairs
with the ones around
me, | found myself next
in line to be checked
by one of the nurses.

This experience,
alone, would go down
as both the most pain-
ful and awkward part of
the process. We
started out by checking
the basics, assuring to
us both that | was alive
and could donate that
day. After going over
my questions, where |
had to embarrassingly
tell her that | was jok-
ing around and acci-
dentally circled and
crossed out "yes" for
"have you recently had
diarrhea?," Karen, my
nurse, quickly read
through another list of
guestions, just incase |
my recent trips to Af-
rica, drug escapades,
and male on male
bonding, had slipped
my mind previously.
After that, Karen told
me she needed a
blood sample, and
tricked me into holding
up my finger, just to be
pricked by an unknown
needle and have my
blood squeezed from
me.

Continued on pg 15
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After my re-
sults were in, Karen
shipped me off to the
next station, where |
sat on a bench, drink-
ing the smallest bottle
of water of ever made,
regretting my decision
of ever go through with
this.

When the heard the
opposite of comforting
words, "Alright, Who's
Next!," | hesitantly
walked over to the
freshly open table, laid
back, and waited for
whatever was about to
come for me. Within
moments, Dave, my
future drawer, greeted
me a smile and an up-

per forearm coated
with iodine. Although |

MAPS has currently
had five snow days so
far this winter, and has
already used up the
thirty hours designated
for cancellations by the
State Department of
Education. With the ex-
ception of Ludington
High School, who has
only missed three days
due to the weather,
many school districts
across the state are be-
ing forced to make un-
heard of changes to ac-
count for the time.

"Many districts have
already added time to
each day to make up for
the loss, " said, Manistee
High School principal,
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was nervous, Dave
settled my fears and
quickly worked on the
preparations for my
arm. | handled myself
like any eighteen year
old boy should, until |
accidentally caught a
glimpse of the small
katana Dave played on
wedging in one of my
veins. The next few
events seem some-
what of a blur, but what
| do know that Dave
quickly shoved it in
(relatively painlessly),
and set me on my way.
Luckily for me, we OI-
sen's are, apparently,
quick bleeders. After
posting a personal best
time of seven minutes
and thirty-six seconds,

Andrew Huber. "Unlike
last year where we
added time, we'll just
add additional days to
this trimester if we miss
any more days."

In addition to the ex-
tra time, some school
districts have even gone
a step further, and have
made changes to the
length of their Spring

| was clotted up,
thanked, and woozily
guided to a table of
fellow victims, where |
was greeted with an-
other cup of juice and,
against my will and the
commands of Bonnie,
the worst cookie of my
life. After a twenty min-
ute recovery time, in-
volving coloring pic-
tures and avoiding
other obligations, | was
kicked out, and es-
corted to my fifth hour.

When it was all
said and done, I'm very
glad | chose to skip out
on part of my Friday
and donate blood. After
spending three hours
engulfed in the climate
and seriousness radi-

ated by each of the
drawers, | realized the
importance and pride
everyone should feel, if
given the opportunity to
donate. If anyone has-
n't, | suggest you try it
once. Those seven and
a half minutes | spent
laying on my back,
staring at the fly in-
fested lights, made the
entire process seem
worth while. Aside from
cutting class, you can
feel better knowing that
your small token of
kindness and pain,
could potentially be the
factor that saves some-
one’s life. My only sug-
gestion is that, contrary
to popular belief, don't
eat the cookies.

ued Olsen, "but it's be-

Breaks. When asked
about any possible
changes, Olsen assured
that MAPS wouldn't
make any changes to
their Spring Break, stat-
ing that any changes
would be unfair to al-
ready set vacations fami-
lies have set.

"You always hate to
cancel school," contin-

coming a more common
recurrence then in the
past. Even though we're
out of allowed time, we'll
still continue to deter-
mine school cancella-
tions the exact same
way. Student safety has
always been our main
priority, and we'll always
act on the side of it."

When asked if the
budget cut has played a
major role in the number
of cancellations this
year, Olsen replied, say-
ing: "Plowing has always
been a factor, but, case
closed, we've just had
an unusually harsh and
early winter."




By: McKenzie
Majchrzak

During the beginning
of the season | knew
this was going to be
the year for the
Manistee Girls’
Basketball team.
We have amazing
guards, some of
the hardest work-
ing posts that |
have ever seen,
and the forwards
aren’t too shabby
either.

However, even
going into this sea-
son knowing it was
going to be a big
year, | still got ex-
cited to know that
the Detroit Free
Press had ranked our
team 10" in the state
for class B.

Now some may say
that because it was not
the AP ranking system
it does not count as
much, but if anyone

looks at the teams
ahead of us, they are
all from Grand Rapids
and south (a.k.a. De-
troit), and this shows
that we impressed the

scouts from down
there. Being the only
northern team in class
B to be ranked, it
helped that we were
able to go down for a
Holiday Tournament.

It's hard not knowing

how the teams are go-
ing to play down there,
because we don't have
tapes to watch of them,
so we went into it blind.
But we succeeded,

taking home the first
place trophy, and the
day of our seventh
game of the season we
got the icing on the
cake.

Even though that
game was cancelled,

and it was the third one
of the season to be

called off, we were still
happy at being ranked.

McBain, the only
team we have lost to,
was ranked first in
the state for class C,
and that game we
were within two
points all the way
until the two minute
mark, and that’s
when we had to start
fouling.

Also it was fun to
learn that the number
nine team in class B
was Goodrich, and
this school we be-
friended at Michigan
State Team Camp.

So hopefully we, as
a team, can stay com-
posed for the rest of
the season, and maybe
move up, but that's
going to start by focus-
ing on one game at a
time.
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