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Community Track in 2008! 
By: Marley Sartor 

   As a member of the Manistee 
High School track team, I know 
first hand how desperately our 
school needs a new track. People 
who do not understand the sport 
may think we have a perfectly good 
track, but this is definitely not the 
case. We are unable to host confer-
ence meets or invitationals because 
our track does not meet the stan-
dards. It is made of cement, while 
proper tracks have a rubberized 
surface making them safer and eas-
ier to run on.  
   Also, we are not able to partici-
pate in pole vault, which causes us 
to hand the other team nine points 
at conference meets. This is be-

cause our pole vault pit does not 
meet the safety regulations, which 
makes us unable to practice this 
event. We also avoid practicing on 
our track, because since it is not 
made of the proper material, it is 
not good for our legs. If we were 
given the opportunity to properly 
train and compete on a home track, 
it would greatly improve our 
chances of doing well as a team. 
However, the track would not sim-
ply be for the track team. It would 
be available for access by the pub-
lic as well!  
   We have been working on fund-
raising for a while now, having 
done everything from getting 

pledges to run in a circle around 
where our new track will be, selling 
engraved bricks, hosting the Fire-
cracker 5k at the 4th of July, and 
now selling bags of caramel corn 
and snack mix with “Wouldn’t it be 
great, a community track in 2008” 
written on them. These efforts have 
gotten us started, but we have not 
yet reached the amount of money 
needed to begin breaking ground on 
the new track, which will be lo-
cated in the field just south of the 
football field. Your donations 
would be very much appreciated 
and would be a great investment for 
Manistee High School and the com-
munity. If you would like to donate, 

please contact Paul Mar-
fia at the High School 
for more information 
and help make a com-
munity track in 2008 a 
possibility!  
 
 
Check out the full plan 
on page 5! 

Environmental Science Excels 
By: Alyssa Jones 

MHS’ AP Environmental Science 
class recently got some hands on 
experience on making the environ-
ment a safer, cleaner place.  
   On the east side of the football 
field there is what we call a Reten-
tion Pond, where all the storm wa-
ter runs from the practice fields and 
the parking lots. “The water con-
tains very harmful pollutants, such 
as nitrogen and phosphorus, which 
may someday seep into Manistee 
County’s drinking water, or even 

Manistee Lake,” says instructor 
Kevin Postma.  
   Environmental students finished 
the study of water pollution and 
wanted a way to help put a stop it, 
especially since it was happening 
right here at the high school. “If the 
storm water runs through a plant’s 
root system first,” added student 
John Phillips, “the plants have the 
ability to turn the water into less 
harmful forms.” That is why they 
decided to plant the trees. With the 

help of Hramor Nursery here in 
Manistee, who kindly donated all of 
the trees, the project was underway.  
   The students spent many after-
noons out at the Retention Pond 
shoveling holes and planting trees. 
Thanks to their hard labor, as well 
as the generosity of Hramor Nurs-
ery, we are one step closer to the 
safer, cleaner environment we all 
wish for. 
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What’s the Deal With:  Youth In Government? 
By: Megan O’Brien 

   Youth In 
Government 
is a program 
designed to 
teach stu-
dents inter-
ested in gov-
ernment the 
process of 
government. 
YIG also 
teaches par-
ticipants to 
debate logi-
cally, defend 
their view-
points, and gain leadership in the process. Before at-
tending the actual conference in the spring every dele-
gate has to attend Fall Conference. At this conference 
 
Pictured in the Photo from Left to Right: Felecia Senn, 
         Megan 

participants learn about the 
legislative process, how to 
write a bill, and learn  
Parliamentary Procedure. 
Participants also have a 
chance to actually run for 
Governor  Cand idacy, 
Speaker of the House, and 
Lt. Governor. Those voted 
get to represent their district 
in the Spring Conference.  
  Felecia Senn was elected 
the Blue/White Speaker of 
The House at the Fall Con-
ference. This is Manistee’s 
first major leading position 

since Elissa Laskey was elected governor in 2006! 
Congratulations! 
 
 
Danielle Urban, Heather Bezjian, Kari Paine, and  
  O’Brien 

NHS Welcomes Exchange Students 
By: Theresa Pepera 

   This year MHS is host to 
three foreign exchange 
students: Thea Heimdal 
from Norway, Ankur Ha-
yatnagarkar from India, 
and Darina Kozacikova 
from Slovakia. The Na-
tional Honors Society got 
a welcoming committee 
together and invited them 
all to one of their meet-
ings. 
   Greg Olsen and Will 
Wahr were the chairs of 

the committee. They put 
together some great goodie 
bags with items from the 
Chip Shop containing 
things like thunder sticks 
and t-shirts.  They were 
excited to meet everyone 
and share experiences. “It 
was nice meeting every-
one. They made us feel 
welcome and we got some 
great things!” said Thea. 
   MHS is honored to have 
them all here this year and 

they will 
hopefu l l y 
have an 
a m a z i n g 
experience 
w h i l e 
here!!! 

November 9 - No School 
 

November 19 - Exams Begin 
(Check back next week for schedule) 

 
November 20 - 1/2 day (Exams) 

 
November 21 - 1/2 Day (Exams) 

 
November 22 and 23 -  

November 26 - Second Term begins 
 

Upcoming Events 

You Can’t Take it With You 
A comedy in 3 acts  

by Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman 
See it at the Manistee High School Auditorium next 

weekend! 
 

Show times are 
Friday, November 9 at 8:00 PM 

Saturday, November 10 at 8:00 PM 
Sunday, November 11 at 2:00 PM 

Adults $8.00 Students $5.00 
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This weeks spotlight is on Michi-
gan State University.  Michigan 
State is located in East Lansing, 
Michigan and currently has around 
35,678 undergraduate students en-
rolled at their University.  This 
school offers around 160 academic 
areas to expand on.  They also al-
low students to study abroad in 
different countries around the 
world.  The classes are bigger here, 
some of them having around 100 
students. 
   Michigan State has a wide variety 
of student organizations, with 
around 550 student programs in-
cluding intramural sports teams, an 
active Greek community, and sev-
eral art, music, and theater events 
from touring companies and from 
students.  It’s a great place to get 
involved. 
   State’s mascot is Sparty the Spar-
tan and their school colors are 
green and white.  Michigan State, 
who is a member of the Big Ten, 
has about 25 different sports teams 
which allow plenty of opportunities 
for young athletes to choose from.  
Michigan State’s football team is 

currently 5 and 2 right now with 
only 2 losses on their record.  
State’s men’s soccer team is also 
having a good year with a record of 
10 wins, 2 losses, and 2 ties. 
   State also has a good tuition 
price.  Tuition is 
about $6,998 dollars 
for a two semester 
school year, room 
and board is about 
$5,788 per year, 
books are about 
$800 dollars, and 
other fees and taxes 
are about $43.  All 
together it’s a grand 
total of $13,711 to 
attend Michigan 
State for one school 
year, but they also 
have financial aid 
options and scholar-
ships available to 
high school stu-
dents.  (Also, fresh-
man students are 
required to live on 
campus and are not 
allowed to have a 

vehicle on campus.)  If you are 
interested in Michigan State Uni-
versity as a possible schooling 
c h o i c e ,  t h e  w e b s i t e  i s : 
http://www.msu.edu/ Check it 
out!!!  

The Spotlight is on…. Michigan State University 
By: Theresa Pepera 

NovaNET: Helping Students Succeed 
By: Alyssa Jones 

  Graduation is something every 
student hopes to achieve after being 
in school for twelve years, but for 
some students is seems merely im-
possible. Each individual student 
learns differently, whether it is 
through book work or hands-on 
activities. Now, thanks to the tech-
nology we have, a new way to learn 
is online classes.  
   After working with summer 
school students who continuously 
said that they would be willing to 
work hard if there was a program 
available to help them graduate, 
Principal Andy Huber and Julia 

Raddatz decided on NovaNET. 
NovaNET was started at MHS in 
the summer of 2006. It is a very 
thorough online program that al-
lows each student to focus on areas 
where they need help the most. 
Julia Raddatz stated, “Our students 
work hard and they have goals for 
themselves. NovaNET helps stu-
dents to reach their goals. The stu-
dents wanted it; we got it, and have 
had so many great people involved 
in our programs.”       
   Before each student begins their 
studies, they have to take some-
thing called the BASI test. It tests 

the students on areas such as math 
and language. When the test is 
completed, the results tell exactly 
what areas the students are lacking 
in, and it gives them the chance to 
take a class specifically designed 
for their needs. After each course is 
completed, a final test is given; if 
they score 80% or better, they get 
credit for that course.  
   Last year alone NovaNET gradu-
ated 11 students, and 33 students 
graduated from a combination of 
summer school and NoveNET.  
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The MHS Soccer team ended its 
2007 season in the second round of 
Regional action. After defeating 
Big Rapids last Thursday, the Chips 
advanced to the second round in 
Elk Rapids against a tough home 
team, but lost 3-1.  
   Thursday’s match up against rival 
Big Rapids was a strong and confi-
dent start for the Chippewas. Ryan 
Struble opened up the scoring 31 
minutes into the game on a nice 
cross by Dalton Zawacki. Ending 
the half up 1-0, the game was still 
being controlled by Manistee. 
   The Chippewas knew that they 
would have to play even harder in 

the second half as they knew Big 
Rapids would come out strong. The 
second goal of the night came at the 
forty-five minute mark from Casey 
Hogan, on another assist from 
Zawacki.  
     With a 2-0 win over Big Rapids, 
Manistee moved on to play Elk 
Rapids on Thursday, October 25th, 
in the next round. Losing 2-3 early 
on this season to Elk Rapids, the 
Chippewas were hoping to redeem 
themselves.  
   Manistee started the scoring once 
again in the first half. However, Elk 
Rapids answered right back with a 
penalty kick, tying the game 1-1. 

The teams fought hard despite 
weather conditions, but Elk Rapids 
pulled through, winning the game 
3-1. This was a good year for the 
Varsity Soccer Team, and next year 
they hope it to be even better.  

Soccer Regional Wrap-Up 
By: Logan Rohdy 

Manistee falls to Menominee 
By: Theresa Pepera 

   The Chips faced a hard team this 
weekend.  Menominee not only 
were the defending State champs, 
they were ranked number 1 in our 
division,  they were 9-0 for the sea-
son and 23-0 in the last two sea-
sons.  The Chips were definitely the 
underdogs Saturday afternoon, 
heading to the playoffs for the first 
time since 1999. 
   The Maroons definitely lived up 
to their name in this game, topping 
the Chippewas 53-7.  Menominee 
has one of the top programs in the 
state along with the offensive 
(Ethan Shaver) and defensive (Matt 
Eisenzoph) players of the year.  
Shaver finished the night with 9 
carries for 131 yards.  He also 
scored 3 rushing touchdowns and 
one from a pass.  He was also the 
punter, and kept the Chips far back 
in their own territory for most of 
the game.  Eisenzoph also had a big 
night with 2 touchdowns on six 
carries.  He ran for 175 yards in the 
game.  The most unique thing about 
their offense is they run with no 
quarterback, and the ball is hiked to 

one of the running backs.  Menomi-
nee is one of the four teams in the 
state that run this offense, so it’s 
hard to prepare for it because it’s 
not seen very often. 
   Menominee ended the night with 
393 yards while holding the Chip-
pewas to just 142.  The Chips got a 
flash of hope on a Menominee fum-
ble, but they turned over the ball 15 
yards back after 3 plays.  The first 
lead came from a shaver score with 
7:23 left in the first quarter.  Eisen-
zoph scored the next two touch-
downs ending the first quarter with 

a score of 18-0.  Shaver was the 
only one to score in the 2nd quarter, 
leaving the score at halftime 39-0.  
The only score from the Chips was 
on a 42-yard rushing touchdown 
made by senior Reid Voorheis 
which came in the fourth quarter.   
   Even though it was a loss, it was 
still a good experience for the team 
and it definitely put faith back in 
the program.  This season proved 
we can make it and it will definitely 
inspire the kids to come.  Thanks 
for the great season boys! 
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Cross Country Season Comes to a Close 
By: Logan Rohdy 

   At their last home meet of the 
year on Tuesday, October 23rd, Ma-
nistee’s Cross Country Team 
hosted a four school invitational 
that included Mason Country East-
ern, Mason Country Central, and 
Hart. The scores were not favorable 
for the Chippewas as they took 
fourth place in both the boys and 
girls divisions. For the boys team 

race the final 
score was Mason 
County Central 
27, Hart 57, Ma-
son County East-
ern 63, and Ma-
nistee 83. For the 
girls team race the 
score was Mason 
County Eastern 
40, Hart 51, Ma-
son County Cen-
tral 60, and Ma-
nistee 63.  

    Despite everything else, the team 
made some small individual accom-
plishments as Sophomore Julia 
Maksym broke the course record 
for the girls, which was previously 
held by fellow teammate and class-
mate, Rose Savela. All in all, this 
gave the Manistee team a good 
chance to get ready for their re-
gional meet on Saturday, October 

30. 
    At the Division 3 Regional meet, 
the girls ended up taking eighth 
place out of 14 teams with 251 
points, while the boys finished 10th 
with 232 points. None of the play-
ers qualified for the state finals as 
none were in the top 15. However, 
A.J. Krusniak  came close with a 
time of 17:38 for 19th place, his 
season-best. Manistee had two 
other runners with their best times 
of the season on Saturday. Julia 
Maksym had her best time of 
22:06, along with Ashley Tiefen-
thal’s best of 22:12. Although no 
one is advancing to the state finals, 
the team still had some small suc-
cesses that they would like to build 
on. With many returning runners, 
Coach Eric Thuemmel is already 
planning for next year’s season.  
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November Concerts 
November 1st 
Coheed and Cambria 
Detroit @ The Fillmore 
 
 November 2nd 
Dashboard Confes-
sional 
Pontiac @ Clutch 
Cargo’s 
 
 November 3rd 
New Found Glory 
Detroit @ The Fillmore 
 
 November 3rd 
Keith Urban 
Auburn Hills @ The 
Palace 
 
 November 5th 
Bruce Springsteen 
Auburn Hills @ The 

Palace 
 
 November 6th 
Thursday 
Detroit @ The Magic 
Stick 
 
 November 9th 
Boys Like Girls 
Detroit @ Saint An-
drews Hall 
 
 November 10th 
Neil Young 
Detroit @ The Fox 
Theatre 
 
 November 14th 
Dropkick Murphys 
Detroit @ The Fillmore 
 
 November 15th 

As I Lay Dying 
Pontiac @ Clutch 
Cargo’s 
 
 November 17th 
From First to Last 
Detroit @ The Magic 
Stick 
November 18th 
Papa Roach 
Grand Rapids @ The 
Orbit Room 
November 18th 
The Academy Is 
Pontiac @ Clutch 
Cargo’s 
 
 November 20th 
Against Me! 
Pontiac @ Clutch 
Cargo’s 
 

 November 20th 
Fall Out Boy 
Auburn Hills @ The 
Palace 
 
 November 23rd 
Hawthorne Heights 
Detroit @ Majestic 
Theatre 
 
 November 24th 
Dane Cook 
Auburn Hills @ The 
Palace 
 
 November 30th 
Chiodos 
Pontiac @ Clutch 
Cargo’s 

   The Nintendo Wii is supposed to be one of the ex-
perimental, breakthrough next-gen systems, but is it 
all it’s cracked up to be? Some of the systems have to 
be repaired due to certain display problems, and upon 
return of the system to the owner all is not well. 
   Every system has a console code that acts as a set of 
fingerprints so that it can be identified by the owners 
of other systems when sending messages and friend 
requests back and forth. However when and if a sys-
tem needs to be repaired the console codes are often 
completely different upon return to the owner. This 
means that the owners address book cannot send or 
receive messages from anyone that was previously in 
their address book. This can present a problem to the 
experimental Wii console. 
   The system for sending messages and friend re-
quests is cumbersome compared to that of the Xbox 
360. With the 360 all one has to do is type in the 
Gamertag or whomever they want to be friends with 
and that person accepts and they are instantly friends. 
With the Wii, however, one must enter in a random 16 
digit consol code and after the person accepts the invi-
tation it takes up to four hours for the Wii system to 

recognize that they are friends. 
   Nintendo is one of the oldest remaining game sys-
tems around, being elder to the newer Playstations and 
Xboxes. Respectively, the Nintendo corporation is 
nothing less than filthy rich and upon the introduction 
of the next next-gen system maybe they can have all 
the bugs worked out and have an easy, fast and reli-
able system that is groundbreaking as well. 

Wii Problems 
By: Adam Hundley 
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Album Releases 
 November 6th: 
Angels and Airwaves – I-Empire 
Jay-Z – American Gangster 
Sigur Ros – Hvarf/Heim 
 
 November 13th: 
Dillinger Escape Plan – Ire Works 
Celine Dion – Taking Chances 
Ja Rule – The Mirror 
LCD Soundsystem – 45:33 
Alicia Keys – As I Am 

Between the Buried and Me is a progressive metal 
band from North Carolina. The name originated from 
the Counting Crows song “Ghost Train.” Their music 
has parts for anyone that enjoys any type of music 
from death metal to jazz. Their first two releases, 
2002’s Between the Buried and Me and 2003’s Silent 
Circus are definite picks for the metal lovers which 
consist of fast metal riffs that are extremely techni-
cal.  
   On their 2005 release, Alaska, Between the Buried 
and Me started to show their true colors. Over a third 
of the album consists of jazz and progressive rock, 
while the other two thirds are the traditional metal. 
Their 2006 cover album, The Anatomy Of, pro-
gressed into different music genres even more, fea-
turing covers from trash metal fathers Pantera, to 
Pink Floyd.  
   The most 
recent re-
lease, Colors, 
has created so 
many new 
aspects to the 
genre of pro-
g r e s s i v e 
metal. Jazz 
songs will be up to eight minutes in length, closely 
followed by a fast thrash metal song mixed with 
math metal technicality. It recently got 57th on the 
Billboard Top 200.  
   BTBAM is currently on a US tour and will be in 
the Midwest starting October 22nd.   
 
http://www.myspace.com/betweentheburiedandmeba
nd   
www.purevolume.com/betweentheburiedandme   
www.betweentheburiedandme.com 

Artist’s You Should Know About:  ESRB Friend or Foe 
By: Adam Hundley 

   This is for all the gamers out there. As you may 
know the ESRP (Entertainment Software Rating 
Board) is in charge of putting a rating on video games 
so that parents know what kinds of games their chil-
dren are playing. Recently, the ESRB has come under 
controversy with its rare AO rating for the new Man-
hunt 2 video game. 
   Manhunt 2 was supposed to be released on the Play-
station 2 and the Nintendo Wii. However, due to its 
extremely violent nature it has been given an AO rat-
ing (adult only) which is for those 18 years and older. 
AO in the past has seen mostly pornographic video 
games. Video games that have an “M” (mature) rating, 
which is for those 17 years and up, are usually the 
violent games. 
   Manhunt 2 is very violent; in fact it was banned in 
the UK due to its corse nature. Here in the U.S.A., 
however, violence is not banned, but traditionally just 
put into the M rating category and only sold to those 
with the proper identification. AO games are not sold 
anywhere else besides specialty stores such as 
GameStop, or EB games, or they are sold illegally. 
Therefore, Manhunt 2 cannot be purchased locally. 
This hurts the company financially not to mention the 
headaches it causes the gamers. 
   According to the ESRB website www.esrb.org AO 
rated games are those with prolonged scenes of in-
tense violence and/or graphic sexual content and nu-
dity. M rated games, include those which contain in-
tense violence, blood and gore, sexual content and/or 
strong language. Apparently Manhunt 2 falls into the 
AO category due to its prolonged scenes of intense 
violence. However, is that a reason to make it so that 
it cannot be sold at normal retail stores? After all there 
is there a standard way to find the cutoff line for too 
violent for “M” and if there is, is it necessary to only 
sell the game to those 18 and up when those who are 
17 can play less violent games. At the age of 17 one 
can go to a movie theatre and watch rated R movie 
which could contain intense or persistent violence so 
why can’t , at the age of 17, one play an intensely vio-
lent video game? Maybe it is time that the ESRB rees-
tablishes some of its ratings so that they are more ap-
propriate for their age group and more consistent in 
their ratings. The ESRB should be run by gamers for 
gamers so that it appeals to its own audience, because 
with this rating it has come under major controversy 
with gamers everywhere.  


