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Land Down Under 
By: Jordan LaPoint 

    Hey guys this is Jordan LaPoint writing from Australia.  I’ll be 
writing every now and then to give some updates on how everything’s 
going.  I have done so many things since I have arrived in Australia 
just 2 short months ago, I don’t know where to begin, so I’ll just start 
at the beginning. When I first got to the Brisbane International Air-
port, I was greeted by my first 
host dad Tony and my second 
host dad Phil.  While staying 
here I will live with two host 
families.  
   After we left the airport 
terminal we went to Tony’s 
car and I went to get into 
what I thought was the pas-
senger side…well I was 
wrong about that. The cars in 
Australia are set up opposite 
to American cars. The steer-
ing wheel would be where the 
passenger side is in America and the passenger sits where the driver 
would sit in America. Another thing I didn’t know is that Australians 
drive on the other side of the road. After we left the Airport we went 
picked up my second host mom Janelle and my first host sister Laura 
and we all went out to brekky( breakfast ).  
   First off, at all meals the portions are a lot smaller than they are in 

the U.S., and eat-
ing out is a lot 
more expensive. 
Also they have 
interesting things 
for brekky. My 
first breakfast in 
Australia was 
Pancakes and Ice 
Cream! Another 
thing that is dif-
ferent about Aus-
sie is that their 
school system is 
set up differently. 
Kids that go to 

public schools have to wear uniforms. Wearing a uniform really isn’t 
that bad and the kids here don’t mind it. My school day starts at 9 am 
and goes to 3:30 pm. In that time we have 6 classes that rotate daily, 
so we don’t have any classes at the same time everyday. They are 
always at different time. Also in High School they still have recess, 
which is 25 minutes long, and an hour long lunch which is really nice! 
Well I’ve got to go but I’ll make sure to write more later. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters 
By: Alyssa Jones 

   For the students who say they can’t 
find anything to do around Manistee, 
how about volunteering? Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters is a volunteer-based 
organization that matches children 6 
to 18 years old with mentors around 
their community.  
   Usually about an hour a week is 
spent doing things with your little 
brother/sister, and the activities are 
inexpensive. You can do anything 
you like with your “little”, such as 
shooting hoops, playing board games, 
or even just hanging out and talking 
with them. 
   There are so many children around 
our community, as well as others, 
that don’t get the individual attention 
and guidance they need as a child. 
This program gives children a way to 
have someone special in their life that 
they can count on.  
   There are two different kinds of 
mentoring: community-based and 
school-based. Community-based is a 
program that when the mentor is 18 
both them and the child can do things 
they both enjoy out in the commu-
nity, either on weeknights or on 
weekends. Whereas school-based is 
when the volunteer and the child 
meet for about an hour during school 
hours. They help the child with 
school work, or even enjoy lunch 
together. Whichever method, these 
children look up to you as not only a 
teacher and a mentor, but also as a 
friend. 
   If you are interested, getting in-
volved is very easy. Log on to 
www.bbbs.org and follow the in-
structions. There will be an applica-
tion that needs to be completed, as 
well as an interview and a back-
ground check, and before you know it 
you will be paired with either a little 
brother or little sister who would love 
to have you in their life.  
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New Faces at MHS Part II 
By: Theresa Pepera 

   Welcome back to part two of 
New Faces at MHS.  We are 
pleased to welcome our new Span-
ish teacher, Mrs. Nielson-Sierra, 
who has been teaching for seven 
years at Manistee Catholic Central 
and Onekama.  She attended Mil-
ford High School and got a Bache-
lor’s degree from Central and her 
teaching degree from Ferris.  She 
recalls that her “favorite subjects 
in school were math and Spanish.”  
At first she didn’t want to be a 
teacher, but then she wrote an es-
say about being a teacher and won 
a scholarship for it.  What she 
likes about Manistee is that the 
“students are very nice and they 
have great behavior!” 

    Also, in the Science department 
we have Ms. Thomson.  She will 
be teaching Biology, Human Anat-
omy, and Michigan Zoology at 
MHS. Formerly she has taught 
right here at MHS and also in 
Greenville, Mississippi. She re-
ceived her undergraduate educa-
tion from Miami of Ohio and her 
teaching degree from the Univer-
sity of Mississippi.  When she was 
younger, she said “my favorite 
subject in school was ecology.”  
Also, she says “I didn’t consider 
teaching as one of my career op-
tions, but my mom was a teacher.”  
She likes that “the MHS students 
are all eager to learn and interested 
in participating.” 

Perfection in  
Imperfection 

By: Adam 
Hundley 

   Some strive for perfection. This 
impossible task fuels their drive 
until they are left broken and 
bruised. Those who work towards 
perfection often realize that the 
closer one gets to perfection the 
further away he gets without realiz-
ing it. The point of denial usually 
ends when one finds perfection in 
the imperfections all around them. 
   Perfection shouldn’t even be a 
word because it is an adjective that 
can’t be used to accurately describe 
anything. There is no one common 
image of perfect like there is for the 
word red. So why use it? Perfect is 
often used in place of words like 
excellent or superb. In a sense per-
fect has lost its meaning but is used 
as an exaggeration to make some-
thing really good seem even better. 
The duality behind perfect is only 
comparable to suffering. The more 
perfect someone tries to be the more 
they will suffer at their faults.  
   Perfect can be used to describe 
things like the first kiss on a second 
date or finally meeting someone that 
makes you float on air just thinking 
of them. But perfect would be that 
kiss never ending and that floating 
feeling never ending throughout all 
the years of life. We are not perfect, 
but imperfection is as close as we 
can get to perfection. It’s a close 
second because imperfections are 
what make life worth living. We use 
the imperfect times to dream of 
what we want and long for what we 
need, which makes getting what we 
want and need that much sweeter. If 
we always had what we wanted and 
what we needed then life would be 
dull. It would be more imperfect 
than ever because we would have 
nothing to live for. It is the imper-
fections in life that makes things 
perfect. 

Building the Future 
By: Megan O’Brien 

   If someone was to walk 
into the school building 
lately and look on the East 
wall they would see row 
after row of white 
plaques. These new 
plaques are called the 
Academic Wall of Fame. 
This wall honors and 
represents the “Top 10” of 
each class year since 1939 
and ending with the blank 2078! 
   “This has to be a very unique idea,” says Mr. Robert Anderson, for-
mer teacher at MHS.  “I have substituted at most of the schools in Ma-
nistee County and this is the only school, to my knowledge, that has 
this concept. We are not only giving recognition to our athletes, but 
also our academics. Congratulations.” With the community and school 
board backing this we all give this project a thumbs up! 
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Grand Valley State University 
By: Theresa Pepera 

  Every high school senior is wondering the same 
thing:  ”what college do I want to go to!?”  
Every week we will highlight a new school to 
help make the choices a little bit easier.  This 
week the spotlight school is Grand Valley.         
Grand Valley is located in Allendale, MI.  There 
are around 22,000 students currently taking 
classes at Grand Valley.  These students have 
more then 200 different areas of study to choose 
from.  Here you will find small class sizes which 
gives professors more time to work with individ-
ual students. 
   There are also a lot of opportunities to get in-
volved in student life here.  Students can work 
security at the sporting events, work conces-
sions, or even work at the University book store, 
which sells Grand Valley apparel and much 
more.  Most Grand Valley students get involved 
in something or at least go to the home games. 

   Grand Valley is home to their mascot Louie 
the Laker. Having 8 sports teams for men and 9 
for women, the school has many athletic oppor-
tunities for students.  The Lakers are pretty good 
at what they do in their sporting events, with 
their football team being national champions in 
their division in 2001, 2003, 2005, and 2006.  
Their women’s volleyball team is also having a 
good year, winning their 12th consecutive game 
on September 29th against Ashland. 
   As far as schools in Michigan go Grand Valley 
is pretty affordable.  Tuition for a Michigan resi-
dent is $7,240 per year, room and board is about 
$6,864 per year, the cost of books and supplies is 
about $900 per year, and out of pocket expenses 
for student activities for the average student is 
about $1800 per year. The school offers many 
scholarships and financial aid options.  If you’re 
interested in Grand Valley as an option for col-
lege, check out the website for more information.  
The website is www.gvsu.edu Check it out! 

  The time has come again for 
the new Senior class to apply 
for colleges. With many col-
lege representatives ap-
proaching your choices for 
college could be easy. 
  I will say from first hand 
experience that it isn’t. With 
these colleges handing out all 
of their information, you can 
easily get lost and confused 
by the many amenities of 
each college. Your thought of 
choosing a college for the 
education values changes 
into, “Wow, this college has 
many activities, a great cafe-
teria, etc.” 
  So, where can you draw the 
line and say with confidence 
this is where I want to go and 
be proud of the answer? You 
just need to visit the campus. 
It’s that simple. Many col-
leges offer guided tours to let 
wondering students or parents 
let you see the campus for 
themselves. Mr. Joseph was a 
tour guide at Western Michi-
gan University for a summer. 
“I’d take the parents around 
while their son or daughter 
was at orientation. I’d show 
them the library, computer 
lab, and of course the dorms. 
It made the parents more 
comfortable in sending their 
child away from home.” 
  With your new-found re-
search and on-campus experi-
ence you can easily be confi-
dent about any college that 
you wish to apply to. 
  Happy hunting! And to the 
underclassmen, keep your 
eyes and ears open to any of 
the many possibilities of col-
leges! 

Too Much 
to Handle? 

By: Megan 
O’Brien 

The  
College  

Application 
By: Marley  

Sartor 

   For those of us who are 
seniors, the college appli-
cation process is about to 
begin, or has begun al-
ready. From choosing the 
right college or university 
to sending in the applica-
tions, it can be a very 
stressful process. So, here 
are some tips to hopefully 
make the whole ordeal a 
little bit easier! 
   1. Take the college for a 
test drive. 
-Make sure that you do 
your research.  You want 
to be sure to schedule a 
tour so that you can check 
out the campus and make 
sure the college has all the 
factors that you desire in 
your school. 
   2. Be sure to have your 
application in order. 
-Since your application is 
all that the admissions 
office has to look at, you 
need to make sure that it is 
“complete, accurate, neatly 
prepared, and submitted on 
time.” 
   3. Don’t follow the 
pack! 
-Don’t choose a college 
just because that is where 
all your friends are going. 
You should choose a col-
lege based on factors such 
as your educational objec-
tives and ambitions. 
 
 More info at: 
http://school.familyeducati
on.com/collegeapplication
s/collegeprep/29728.html?
detoured=1 
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Fall Sports Update 
By: Alyssa Jones 

   It’s the middle of October and the 
fall sports are nearing the end of 
their season. All the athletes have 
been practicing hard and giving 
their all, which shows in their num-
bers. 
  Tuesday, October 9th, was a busy 
day for many of them. The Cross 
Country  teams, both boys and 
girls, made a big push and came out 
on top. The boys beat Holton by 14, 
while the girls won by 35! 

  The JV and Varsity Soccer 
teams played against Benzie on 
Tuesday, both games ending in ties. 
The score of the JV game was 3-3, 
and Varsity was 1-1. 
  On Thursday the Boys Tennis 
team traveled to Traverse City for 
their Regional match, and Justin 
Marzinski pulled off a second place 
win against a nationally ranked 
opponent. Logan Rohdy and Tyler 
Close, MHS’s #1 Doubles team, 

came out with a first place win at 
Regional’s. 
  Girl’s Volleyball  had a match-up 
against Onekama, with JV taking 
the win. 
  For the Varsity Football team, 
the boys pulled off a HUGE win on 
Friday, qualifying them for play-
offs. The final score ended up being 
MHS- 64 to Big Rapids- 21. Go 
Blue! 

   Thursday and Friday, October 
11th and 12th, were two very stress-
ful days for the Boys Varsity Ten-
nis Team. However, they were very 
relieved as two of their flights did 
quite well at the Regional Tourna-
ment with the number one singles, 
Justin Marzinski, qualifying for 
State Finals. 
   First, at num-
ber one singles, 
Justin Marzinski 
took second 
place after put-
ting up quite the 
fight against Elk 
Rapids’ Aaron 
Mayes, who is a 
nationally 
ranked player. 
Marzinski didn’t 
go down easily, 
but lost the 
match 6-2, 6-3. 
   The only other 
flight on the 
team who 
placed was the 
number one doubles flight of Tyler 
Close and Logan Rohdy. As they 
were not seeded in the tournament, 
they upset the bracket on Thursday 
to take them to the finals on Friday, 
where they would meet Glen Lake 

for the third time this season. Close 
and Rohdy had already redeemed 
themselves by beating Elk Rapids 
after losing to them earlier in the 
season, and now wanted to do the 
same with Glen Lake. After a gru-
eling three-set match, lasting nearly 
three hours, the boys took the Re-

gional Championship for Manistee. 
All three sets were tight scores as 
the doubles pair won 5-7, 7-6, and 
7-5. “We’ve had some rough spots 
throughout the season,” commented 
Gramza about the doubles pair, 

“but this match definitely changed 
the entire season for them.” 
   Although the one doubles flight 
won the Regional Title, they cannot 
join their teammate at Michigan 
State this weekend because the en-
tire team did not qualify. “I just 
wish these two had a chance to rep-

resent us at 
States as well,” 
Gramza added, 
“but it was still 
the perfect end-
ing to their sen-
ior tennis sea-
son.” 
   “This year has 
been the one we 
were looking 
forward to since 
all of these sen-
ior players were 
freshmen,” said 
Coach Gramza. 
“I’m so proud to 
have our num-
ber one singles 
flight represent-

ing us at the State Finals, and I’m 
anxious to see how he does.” 
   Marzinski will be playing for a 
state championship title at Michi-
gan State University on Friday and 
Saturday, October 19th and 20th. 

Manistee Tennis Does Well at Regionals, Marzinski Moves On. 
By:  Logan Rohdy 



5 

Playoffs Here We Come! 
By: Theresa Pepera 

   The ring of the victory bell and the screams from the fans rang throughout the city of Manistee on October 
12th!  The Chippewa football team secured their spot in the playoffs last Friday with a 64-21 win over the Big 
Rapids cardinals. 
   Coach Gus Kapolka said he’s “happy about the playoff qualification.  We were finally able to achieve the 
next step in a plan that we’ve been working on for the last couple of years. 
   The Chips played a great game racking up a total of 536 yards of the ground.  This topped the record of 506 
yards, which was set earlier this year in the Chip’s game against Ludington.  All three of the senior running 
backs went over the 100-yard mark in this game.  Reid Voorheis led the Chips with 4 touchdowns for the night 
on 16 carries.  He topped off the night at 188 yards.  Kyle Kline had 2 touchdowns for the night from 15 car-
ries.  He ended the night with 198 yards.  Ryan Conklin rounded it off with 2 touchdowns on 14 carries.  Conk-
lin ended the night with 123 yards in the game.  Also, Chris Smith ended with good stats, making 6 out of 7 
extra point kicks. 
   The Cardinals got the ball at the start of the game and got on the board after a 9-play drive.  Their first drive 
covered 75 yards in 4:40 scoring on a 7-yard touchdown pass, making the score 7-0.  However, the Chips came 
back two plays later with a 60-yard run by Conklin and after the extra point by Chris Smith, the score was tied 
7-7 with 6 and ½ minutes left in the game.  On the Cardinal’s next possession, Saum was intercepted by 
Sandberg, giving the Chips the ball.  Voorheis ran the ball in from 8 yards back giving the Chips the lead, and 
they never trailed again.  By the end of the 1st quarter, it looked like the game would be close and there would 
be a constant battle between the offenses.  However, the Chips shut the Cardinals down at 21 points in the 2nd 
quarter.  It was all Chips from then on. 
   Even a lineman got to score when Andrew Tighe picked up a fumble and on the next play got the ball from 
Kline and picked up the score by pushing his way into the end zone.  Tighe said “I never get to score touch-
downs! I was pumped and I went around telling everyone I scored!”  After the halftime break, the Chips con-
tinued to score.  At one point however, it seemed like the Cardinals would finally stop a drive, but Voorheis 
ran with the ball for the first down after he had fumbled the snap.  Voorheis scored the final touchdown of the 
game and Sandberg rounded out the scoring for the night when he ran the ball in for a two point conversion 
after the snap was fumbled. 
   This program suffered for a long time.  The last time the Chips made a playoff appearance was in 1999.  Ka-
polka said “Our preparations for the next week’s game won’t change.  We’re going to treat our last game of the 
regular season as a playoff game, with Reed City having a 6-2 record as well.” 
   The playoff qualification has raised a lot of excitement in the town.  Mr. Huber said, “It’s fun to win and it’s 
great to be in the playoffs.  However, I’m most proud of the class and the intensity that our team shows every 
week.”  The Chips square off in their last game of the regular season this Friday on Chippewa field against 
Reed City.  The dates, times, and opponents for the first round of the playoffs will be announced this Sunday at 
6:30 pm. 

   The first round game of Districts 
for the Varsity Soccer Team went 
better than they hoped Monday 
night when they faced Buckley 
here at home. The game was a 
blowout as the Chippewas won 7-
0, with goals coming from Casey 
Hogan (3), Dalton Zawacki (2), 
Ryan Helminiak (1) and Myles 
Amor (1). 
  “It was an easy game,” said sen-

ior player Joe Jesgarz, “but it will 
help us to get ready for the next 
game.” 
  This Thursday, 10/18, the team 
will take on Roscommon up at 
Benzie Central, which should 
prove to be a good match up. “It’s 
going to rough,” said Jesgarz, so 
the team hopes to see plenty of 
faces coming to support them this 
Thursday, October 18, at 3:00 p.m. 

Soccer Team Eliminates Buckley with 7-0 Victory 
By:  Logan Rohdy 
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Movie Releases for October 

19th 
30 Days of Night (2007)    
Room 314 (2006/I) (New Jersey 
Film Festival)   
Comebacks, The (2007) 
 
 21st 
The Chair (2007/II) (Terror Film 
Festival)  
 
  23rd 
Unborn in the USA: Inside the War 
on Abortion (2007) (DVD pre-
miere)    
No. My Other Possessed-Zombie 
Girlfriend. (2006) (V) (limited)  
aka N.M.O.P.Z.G. (2006) (V) 
(USA: DVD box title)  
 
 25th 
Carnivorous (2007) (It Came From 
Lake Michigan Film Festival)  
 
 26th 
Sasquatch Dumpling Gang, The 
(2006) (limited) 
Jimmy Carter Man from Plains 
(2007) (limited) 
Saw IV (2007) 
Payback Man, The (2007) (limited) 
 
  27th 
Horrors of War (2006) (It Came 
From Lake Michigan Film Festi-
val) 
Dead Doornails (2007) (Los Ange-
les, California) 

 
 29th 
Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers: 
Running Down a Dream (2007) 
(TV premiere) 
Behind Forgotten Eyes (2007) 
(Utopia Film Festival) 
 
 30th 
Vampire Biker Babes (2007) 
(limited) 
Hannah Montana: Spotlight World 
Tour (2007) (VG) 
Redrum (2007) 
 
 31st 
Holocaust Holocaust (2007) (New 
York City, New York) 
Dead Undead, The (2007) (video 
premiere) 
Dr. Fugazzi (2007) (Los Angeles, 
California) 
You're So Dead (2007) 
Manhunt 2 (2007) (VG) 
Hauntsville (2007) 
Torture Room (2007) (DVD pre-
miere) 
Hunting Season (2007) 
(NewFilmmakers) 
Bryan Loves You (2007) (limited) 
Mock Time: A Star Trek Wedding, 
A (2007) (NewFilmmakers) 
Under the Raven's Wing (2007) 
Dark Reel (2007) 
Mutant Vampire Zombies from the 
'Hood! (2007) (limited) 

1. Fantastic Four Rise of the Silver 
Surfer: Directed by Tim Story 
2. Knocked Up: Directed by Judd 
Apatow 
3. 1408: Directed by Mikael Haf-
strom 
4. Next: Directed by Lee Tamahori 
5. We Are Marshall: Directed By 
McG 
6. The Condemned: Directed By 

Scott Wiper 
7. Blades of Glory: Directed By 
Josh Gordon 
8. Bug: Directed By William Fred-
kin 
9. Death Proof: Directed By Quen-
tin Tarantino 
10. Delta Farce: Directed By C. B. 
Harding 

Anything but iPod 
By: Thomas Knodell 

   Every day, we all see people lis-
tening to their iPods. Since they 
were released in 2001, they have 
exploded onto the market as the 
best mp3 player, due to their hard 
drive space and ability to play 
video. But how many other mp3 
players out there have the same 
features, and are maybe a little 
cheaper? Below is a compiled list 
of the top rated mp3 players, which 
does not include the iPod. All of 
these have video, a slim size, lots 
of storage, and some of them even 
have the ability to record video 
 
 1. Archos AV500 Mobile DVR 
(plays/records video) 
 -30 gigs $240 
 -80 gigs $300 
2. Toshiba Gigabeat S MES30VW 
(plays video) 
 -30 gigs $200 
 -60 gigs $270 
3. Archos Gmini 402 
(plays/records video) 
 -20 gigs $185 
4. Archos 604 (plays/records 
video) 
 -30 gigs $240 
5. Creative Zen Vision (plays 
video) 
 -30 gigs $300 
6. Cowon A2 (plays/records video) 
 -30 gigs $280 
7. Archos Pocket Media Assistant 
PMA430 (plays video) 
 -30 gigs $280 
8. RCA Lyra X3000 (plays/records 

Top Ten DVD Releases 
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Artists you Should Know About: I Hear Sirens 
By: Thomas Knodell 

   For fans of post-rock bands like 
Explosions in the Sky or Mogwai, 
the band I Hear Sirens out of Slat 
Lake City is definitely something to 
check out. 
   They just recently released a self-
titled EP independently. The EP 
takes the normal dynamics of post-
rock and adds a melodic bass line 
and piano. Although I Hear Sirens 
is focused on crescendos and the 
building of music, they use a bass 
guitar for the melody of the music. 
In the track “Like a Leaf From a 
Tree in Its Dying Season,” they use 

bass as the main instrument 
throughout the song. In the next 
track “September Isn’t Far and I’m 
not Sure I’ll Return,” they do an 
awesome job of incorporating piano 
to match a melodic guitar line. 
   If there’s any music to listen to on 
a solo road trip or maybe to fall 
asleep to, this is definitely it. This is 
a very small local band, but de-
serves as much attention as a band 
such as Explosions in the Sky. To 
listen to this band or to order their 
EP, visit their MySpace page at 
www.myspace.com/ihearsirens 

   Last.fm is a free online radio 
website. It was founded in 2002 
and has been growing rapidly since. 
The site takes record of what a user 
is listening to and gives suggestions 
of what that particular user should 
check out by matching their music 
choices with artists of the same 
genre. There are different radio 
stations for every single genre of 
music including pop, punk, classi-
cal, post-rock, hardcore, rap/hip-

hop, and many more.  
   Many people use the site as a way 
to find new music, or just to see 
what they’ve been listening to 
most. 
Every band or artist, including most 
local bands, has their own pages, 
most with sound clips, tour dates, 
and similar artists. The website 
offers some of the same profile 
features as Myspace such as the 
ability to have a picture, profile 

songs, and some information, but 
it’s limited to concentrate on just 
music. 
   The program is four megabytes 
and consists of the online radio, the 
software to take record of every-
thing that is played through a com-
puters media player (including vid-
eos), and the option of making it its 
own media player.  
   To check out this website, just log 
onto last.fm and create a profile.  

A New Kind of Radio 
By: Thomas Knodell 

Joss Stone 
By: Marley Sartor 

   If you like Amy Winehouse or 
Corinne Bailey Rae, you should try 
listening to Joss Stone.  She is an 
English singer who has recently 
made it big in the United States.  
Her singing is classified as pop, but 
she is known for her throaty soul 
style which Rolling Stones calls 
“pop-wise R&B” and is said to 
have been influenced by artists 
from the early Motown era.  Bill-
board says that “she continues to 
reinvent soul music, injecting a 
very classic sound with contempo-
rary sass and verve.”  Her first al-

bum was released in 2003 and 
reached the top 5 in the UK, her 
second, Mind, Body, & Soul, de-
buted at number one in 2004, and 
her latest, Introducing Joss Stone, 
has just been released.  Despite her 
continued success, she recently 
confessed that singing is not a ca-
reer she plans to stick with, and that 
she would like to give it up in a few 
years to become a normal house-
wife with a husband and children, 
so get her while she’s hot!  To 
check out some of her music, go to: 
www.myspace.com/jossstone 


